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ANNOUNCING CHRYSLER CORPORATION'S LOWEST-PRICE COMPACT... 
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IF VALIANT 

GIVES YOU A BIG HEAD 
YOULL HAVE 

PLENTY OF ROOM FOR IT 


What makes people feel so proud the moment they step out in Valiant? Come see. 
Step into Valiant yourself. No squirm, no squeeze. It’s easier to get into than 

you’d think—because Valiant is priced way down with the lowest. Valiant has more 
headroom than many full-size cars. As you ride, check Valiant’s easy-going 
Torsion-Aire suspension that paves roughest roads around. And Unibody construction. 
Does away with oldfangled, rattle-prone nuts-and-bolts design. Economical? 

You bet. Valiant seldom takes a gasoline break. Come get acquainted Kw 

with the King of the Compacts—the /ow-priced Valiant for ’61—today! \“ y 

Enjoy “The Garry Moore Plymouth Show” and “Mr. Garlund” each week on CBS Television. 


Ask your dealer about Certified Car Care—yours at no extra cost in a Valiant. 


61 Valiant! Looks and drives like twice the price 


AT YOUR PLYMOUTH-VALIANT DEALER'S 











To get the most from your car—whether it’s 
brand-new or late model—you need a gaso- 
line designed to new car standards. That’s why 





¢ Mobil engineers in co-operation with Detroit’s 

a automotive engineers developed The New Car 
Gasoline. That’s why Mobil is tested in the 
newest cars at Detroit’s famous Proving 
Grounds. Proved for outstanding mileage, in- 
stant starts, smoother knock-free power. 






PROVED AT DETROIT’S PROVING GROUNDS 





Mobil...the ’61 New Car Gasoline 


Developed with Detroit’s Engineers 


MADE FOR NEW CARS...BEST FOR ALL CARS 


Mobilgas Special—a must for high powered, high 
compression engines, it provides smoother knock- 
free power for any make of car. 


Mobilgas Regular— Mobilgas can set a new high in 
miles per dollar for any car that performs efficiently 
on a regular fuel. 


Get the gasoline that’s designed for new cars... 
best for all cars... right for your car! You're miles 
ahead with Mobil—The New Car Gasoline! 
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406.60 MPH 
with GRANT! 








Mickey Thompson, holder of the fastest mile ever travelled on land — 
406.60 MPH* — and his GRANT PISTON RING-equipped Challenger I. 


Mickey says: “I selected GRANT PISTON RINGS for the four stock block 
Pontiac engines which powered my Challenger because I have proven 
them...during my many years of racing competition ...so successful in 
eliminating engine maintenance and in assuring me the proper 

lubrication that is imperative when engines are run beyond their normal 
limitations. GRANT PISTON RINGS will surely be stock equipment 

in all standard or racing engines I shall build in the future. 


To complete a perfect combination in the Challenger, I also chose 


GRANT FORGED RACING PISTONS? 


GRANT PISTON RINGS are available for all American 

and Foreign-built passenger cars. Ome 
*Officially timed and certified by 

the United States Auto Club. 


Send for GRANT’S Free Technical Facts Folder 
Gran —— and photo of Mickey Thompson... Grant, 
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MEMO 


FROM THE EDITOR 





HE CAR OF THE YEAR for 1961 will soon be announced in 
MOTOR TREND. Since this is not yet the time nor the 
place, it would be premature for me to speculate here upon the 
possible choice. But it is nearly as interesting to look back at 
previous “car of the year” cars. 

The idea behind the selection is advancement or progress. So 
from the vantage point of three, or five, or 10 years, or more, 
how do the choices of the past look today? What cars have 
earned the award? And why? 

The first “car of the year” was picked in 1949, apparently 
without any plan for an annual award of any kind in mind. 
That is quite obvious, in fact, since the 1950 model year was 
skipped and the next “car” was not selected until 1951. Then 
there was an award in 1952, then three years (1953, 1954 and 
1955) were skipped again and the next “car” was named in 
1956. In 1956, along with the selection, it was announced that 
the award would henceforth be annual. It has been ever since. 

Out of eight car-awards in 12 years, none has ever gone to 
one of the so-called independent car makers. The Big Three, 
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as it is less and less frequently called, have had a monopoly 
on the selections. GM’ cars have been named four times, Ford 
Motor Company twice and Chrysler Corporation twice. Only 
once has a basic make of car repeated and that was Cadillac. 

The basis for the award was evolved in 1949-56 and since 
then the “car of the year” has been selected for the most signifi- 
cant advance or noteworthy achievement in a U.S. production 
car. It is not necessarily an engineering award, although since 
the recognition goes to functional improvements, the develop- 
ments that have caused a car to earn the award generally can 
be construed as “engineering,” but sometimes in a broader sense. 

Here is a summary of the car-awards of the past: 

1949 — The editors of MOTOR TREND asked John Bond 
(now publisher of Road & Track) to select the most advanced 
of the 1949 cars. He chose Cadillac. Wrote Bond: ... “for 1949 
the selection is narrowed down to three (cars) most worthy of 
consideration: Ford, Oldsmobile and Cadillac.” Ford, accord- 
ing to Bond, had a new chassis and body, but offered nothing 
new from an engineering point of view. Cadillac was chosen 
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over Oldsmobile because, while both had outstanding new 
engines which were similar in that model year, Cadillac’s devel- 
oped more horsepower per pound of engine weight. So, in that 
first selection, it was engine engineering that settled the issue. 

1951 — Chrysler was the “car” and again it was an engine 
that was the deciding factor, although the car’s brakes were also 
recognized. This, of course, was the famous Firepower hemis- 
pherical V-8, generally credited with setting off the horsepower 
race toward fantastic performance. 

1952 — Cadillac repeated, the only make of car thus far to 
do so. This time, however, it was named for its all-around 
qualities of performance, handling, safety and operational 
economy. 

1956 — Ford Motor Company, rather than one of its makes 
of cars, was selected “. . . for its contribution to automotive 
safety by providing the interior safety package on Ford, Mercury, 
Lincoln and Continental cars.” 

1957 — Chrysler Corporation got the award for the “superior 
handling and roadability qualities” of all its cars. Although 
this was the first year of the “forward look” in styling, it was 
the front torsion bars, overall suspension geometry and the 
clever rear springing that made the cars such magnificent 
vehicles to drive that earned the recognition. 

1958 — The four-seater Thunderbird named “for the overall 
concept,” rather than specific component engineering “in a car 
that combines safety with performance and comfort with 
compactness.” 

1959 -— Pontiac was the “car” and again it was all-around 
excellence of handling, ride and performance generally, and the 
“wide track” wheels in particular. 

1960 — Chevrolet’s Corvair selected “for engineering progress 
with its aircooled engine, transaxle and four-wheel independent 
suspension.” 
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INDIANAPOLIS — A new track record was set by Jim Rathmann QUARTER-MIDGETS — National Champion Mike Dreyer, age 
when he won the 1960 Indianapolis ‘500’ in his 8, set a new track record while winning the modified stock 
Champion-sparked Ken-Paul Special (above). Rath- Quarter-Midget National Championship in his Champion- 
mann ran at an average of 138.767 mph—the 10th sparked Dreyer Special. Floyd Dreyer, his mechanic and grand- 
Champion-equipped car to win at Indyin the last 11 starts. father, has raced Champion-sparked cars for over 30 years. 





NATIONAL DRAGS —at the 1960 National Championship Drag DARLINGTON—a Champion-equipped Pontiac won the 
Races, Champions sparked the Top Eliminator, Middle Eliminator, most famous of all stock car races, the Darlington ‘‘South- 
Street Eliminator, Stock Eliminator, and 25 of 35 competition-class ern 500.”” Other major stock-car victories for Champion- 
winners. Champion-equipped cars also set lowest elapsed time and sparked cars in ’60 include the Daytona “500,” Charlotte 
highest top speed of the meet. ‘‘World 600,” and the Daytona ‘Firecracker 250.” 


IN EVERY KIND OF RACING— 


In sports cars and stock cars, in dragsters and 

Indy cars—the speed world’s favorite spark plug 

is Champion! Here are some highlights of Champion’s 
1960 racing record ... another reason for you to 

use Champion spark plugs. 


CHAMPION SPARK PLUG 
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SEBRING—10 out of 14 class winners used Champions PIKES PEAK — Records fell at the Pikes Peak Hill Climb, too. Lou 


—including the OSCA (above) that won the coveted 
“Index of Performance” trophy. Champion-sparked 
class winners ineluded a Corvette, Porsche, Ferrari, 
Fiat, Fiat-Abarth, Sprite, DKW, OSCA and Lola. 








Unser set a new stock-car record in his Champion- 
equipped ’60 Pontiac, while the Championship Car 
class was won in record time by Bobby Unser. His 
Unser Special used Champion spark plugs. 


- es. 


BONNEVILLE NATIONALS — at the 1960 meet, a new two-way HISTORY’S On September 9, Mickey Thompson became 


speed record for standard stock cars was set by a Champion- FASTEST CAR— history’s fastest driver as he drove his 


sparked ’60 Ford, driven by Karol Miller. The fully equipped 
Ford averaged 157.902 mph over the salt. 18 new records were 
set with Champions at the Nationals. 


Champion-sparked Challenger 1 over the 
Bonneville Salt Flats at 406.60 mph...a 
new one-way Land Speed Record! 


CHAMPIONS SPARK THE WINNERS! 





It’s not just racing that proves the superiority of Champion- 
sparked performance. Countless billions of miles on turnpikes, 
highways, city streets and side roads have proved to the 
engine experts who build the world’s cars that you can’t 
beat Champion performance. That’s why 46 of the world’s 
car manufacturers use Champion spark plugs. That’s why 
you should use Champions in your car. 


COMPANY « FOLEOO 1, GOALS 
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SAVE 10.95 


FATHER AND SON LOAFERALL SET 


218.95 
DIRECT * BOTH 


REGULAR 29.90 RETAIL 


FABULOUS VALUE. PERFECT GIFT. Superbly 
tailored of drip-dry, crease-resistant Bed- 
ford cord. Original one-piece LoaferAll is 
comfortable, ideal for all leisure activities. 


Men's Model: $18.95 Retail. Order Direct $12.95 
Boy’s Model: $10.95 Retail. Order Direct $7.95 
2 Piece Set: $29.50 Retail. Order Direct $18.95 


=== GATIGFACTION OR MONEY BACK! «we 


LOAFERALL, P.O. BOX 1365, 
FLEETWOOD ANNEX, COVINA, CALIF. 
My check or money order is enclosed. All prices 
include postage. 
MEN’S SIZES: S, M, L, XL 
BOY'S SIZES: 3, 4, 5, 6, 6X, 8. 10, 12, 14 
COLORS: Beige, Black, Gold, Cocoa 


















































ITEM QUAN. SIZE COLOR PRICE TOTAL 
Men's 
LoaferAll $12.95 
Boy's 
| LoaferAll $7.95 
| Father & 
| Son Set $18.95 
TOTAL ORDER 
Name 
Address 
— SS 





(In Calif., add 4% Sales Tax) MT-12-60 
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REFLECTION OF THE TIMES 

Your article on the winners of ‘Proj- 
ect Ideas” (Sept MT) truly shows what 
is presently wrong with the automotive 
industry. 

When Ford Executive Walker said, “I 
cannot remember when I have seen so 
many good models and well-presented 
ideas,” he proved that the stylist is 
placed high above the engineer. None 
of the models shown in your magazine 
was either simple or practical — two 
words that Detroit should learn. 

Take the winning entry as an exam- 
ple. The designer “tried to create beauty 
through simplicity.” Hogwash! Just how 
simple is a dome that opens by hydraulic 
lifts, and a lower part of the body that 
slides down —all this just to allow 
easy entrance and exit when a conven- 
tional door would have been simpler and 
cheaper. I disregard the safety advan- 
tages of this setup also, since in a two- 
seater model such as this, seat belts 
would be just as adequate and cheaper. 

The dash is padded for safety “and 
to eliminate glare.” Glare on the dash 
would be very minor compared to the 
glare coming through that transparent 
dome. A roof instead of a transparent 
dome would be a welcome relief. 

Air jets in the place of windshield 
wipers might be all right on a small 
windshield, but would they be better 
enough and cheaper than electric wipers 
to justify them? 

As for his formed, painted rubber 
bumpers, ask any engineer how simple 
it ~would be to make an adequate 
bumper as he proposes. Because of the 
exposed rear wheels, this entry could 
only be driven on a perfect road. The 
least little bit of gravel or dirt would 
be picked up by the tires and the body 
finish would be ruined in no time. 

The winning entry is supposedly pow- 
ered by an electric motor, although at 
present there is no electric automobile 
produced in quantity. 

The winner should make a great De- 
troit stylist since he is so much like 
them now. He designs a body and 
then expects the engineers to be able 


to put a satisfactory chassis and power- 
plant under it. This is building an auto- 
mobile backwards, in my opinion. 

I condemn MOTOR TREND for jump- 
ing on the styling bandwagon and ask 
that you instead help Detroit find the 
light and build a practical automobile 
by keeping a good basic design and 
spending the money on annual styling 
changes on improving the engineering 
and quality of their products. 

Jay Clapp Liberal, Kan. 


BIRD LOVER 

You stated in your road test of the 
Thunderbird (Sept. MT) that the styl- 
ing is “not notable for sheer beauty of 
line.” But you failed to take into con- 
sideration that in 1958 you awarded 
Thunderbird your Best Styled Car of the 
Year Citation. 

After flatly stating that the Thunder- 
bird is in a class by itself, you proceeded 
to compare it with compacts, medium- 
priced and luxury cars and heaven knows 
what other form of vehicle! 

The Thunderbird is an exclusive lux- 
ury car, highly sophisticated and digni- 
fied. Its performance, naturally, should 
reflect its character, which it does. How- 
ever, you seemed somewhat short of 
shocked that the performance is not 
that of a Mercedes! 

And the author should be shot for 
saying that the quality of the Thunder- 
bird is no better than that of the lowest- 
priced Ford! 

Gus Buttavacoli, Jr. 

It’s true that the Thunderbird won 
our “Car of the Year” award in 1958 — 
but it was not for being the best-styled 
car of the year. The MOTOR TREND 
award is presented annually to the 
U.S. manufacturer making the most sig- 
nificant engineering advancement. The 
trophy was awarded to the Ford Motor 
Company “for the overall concept of the 
1958 Thunderbird —a car that com- 
bines safety with performance and com- 
fort with compactness.” 


ANOTHER EX-MECHANIC SPEAKS 

I was very much interested in the 
letter, “The Vanishing Mechanic,” by 
Dean Colley in your September issue. 

I, like Mr. Colley, am an ex-mechanic. 
I presently am selling parts for a manu- 
facturer’s agent. 

I can tell you, from the experience I 
have had, that Mr. Colley’s analysis of 
the situation is 100 per cent correct. 
And, I might add, very well put. 

I know many skilled, experienced 
mechanics who, like myself, got out of 
the business because the earning poten- 
tial has not kept pace with the rising 
cost of living. Nor has it kept pace with 
earnings of other skilled tradesmen. 

Many people have the mistaken im- 
pression that mechanics make terrific 
money because of the extremely high 

continued on page 12 
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The answer? Everything! Smaller than big, 
yet bigger than small, this all-new Buick Special 
gives you the room, ride, go and pride of the 
costliest cars with the savings and ease of the 
small. Here’s how Buick achieved this engi- 


neering miracle: 


ENGINE: Revolutionary. The Fireball Alumi- 
num V-8 is_a water-cooled engine made almost 
entirely of aluminum. Its .487 horsepower per 
pound gives you the industry’s highest horse- 
power to weight ratio. Performance? You can 
go from a standstill to expressway speed as safe 
and sprightly as in many a full-size car. Econ- 
omy? With all its go, the Special is right up 


there with the compacts for gas savings. 


TRANSMISSION: Exceptionally lightweight, 
automatic transmission * with aluminum housing 
and many aluminum parts. It works on a “dual 
path” principle. When cruising, about 70 per 
cent of the driving forces go through a turbine 
torque converter and 30 per cent through a 
planetary gear set. This way you get the go 
and gas savings of geared transmission with the 
smoothness of turbine drive. And for stick-shift 
levers there’s an action-packed Synchromesh 
transmission that’s as delightful for gas savings 


as it is for git. 





What’s so special about the Buick Special? 


PROPELLER SHAFT: The Special’s new Hide- 
Away drive shaft lowers the hump, gives more 
flat floor space, greater foot room and softer 
seating for the ‘“‘man in the middle.” A special 
“constant velocity” universal joint keeps driv- 
ing power flowing to the differential with 


perfect smoothness. 


SUSPENSION: Here’s a real luxury feature in 
new-size cars—full-coil suspension—the same 
type used on the full-size 61 Buicks. Front 
stabilizer bar and a new link-type rear mount- 
ing stabilize the ride perfectly, giving flatter 
cornering and a smooth “all-day” ride. The 
Special also uses the same hydraulic shock 


absorbers, front and rear, as the larger Buicks. 


BODY: Full, unitized construction. It’s tight and 
snug. Absence of heavy frame cuts dead weight 


for extra gas savings. 


MODELS: A handsome four-door sedan and an 
amazingly roomy four-door station wagon with 


convenient full-height liftgate. 


SEE FOR YOURSELF how beautifully and skillfully 
Buick engineers have combined the best of two 
automotive worlds—the big and the small. 
See your Buick Special dealer this week. 


*Optional at extra cost. 


BUICK MOTOR DIVISION — GENERAL MOTORS CORPORATION 
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«--each valve opens and closes 50 times 
a second 

«+-each piston travels the length of the 
stroke, stops, reverses direction 200 
times a second 

esetransmission mainshaft and counter- 
shaft rotate 100 times a second 


HOW does competition equipment 
keep running at these speeds? 
...excellent engineering 

--- quality materials 

+».meticulous craftsmanship 


AND, for added protection under the 
stresses of racing, D-A SPEED- 
SPORT LUBRICANTS 


-..created in racing 

+». proved in competition 

+». engineered to solve problems created 
by high-performance operation 


REQUEST 
BULLETIN 


RACING DIVISION 


D-A LUBRICANT CO., INC. 
1331 West 29th Street 
INDIANAPOLIS 23, IND 








Letters 


continued 


labor rates charged by dealer service de- 
partments — five, six, and even seven 
dollars per hour. The mechanic receives 
only a very small part of this. 

Dealers, to be competitive, have had 
to sell cars at the barest minimum of 
profit. (John Q. Public is responsible for 
this.) The service and parts departments 
must carry a larger percentage of the 
overhead — so retail labor rates go up. 

This situation is made worse, as Mr. 
Colley points out, by the factory’s reluc- 
tance, or outright refusal, to make good 
on repairing their mistakes, which must 
be done, if the buyer is to be kept at 
all happy. The dealer is forced to absorb 
the great portion of the cost, which 
makes it just that much harder to keep 
the service department in the black. 

Because the cost of rent, insurance, 
equipment, utilities and other items of 
overhead can be cut little or none at all, 
and because service departments have to 
carry a larger percent of the dealership 
overhead, the cut has come the only 
place possible — in the mechanics’ pay- 
check. This has forced good mechanics 
to do what Mr. Colley and I have done, 
and has made young people reluctant to 
get into the field. 

I feel that the public, the car dealer 
and the manufacturer must be told why 
this soon-to-be-critical situation is com- 
ing about. 
Al Lang Cleveland, Ohio 
OVERLOOKED ‘“‘COMPACT” 

I've discovered an overlooked compact 
with many desirable features, many not 
available on even the “second crop” that 
has been sprung on us recently. 

It is 14 plus feet in size and under 
3000 pounds in weight. It has a floor 
shift, practically flat floor, makes into a 
bed, and the rear seat folds.up for haul- 
ing long objects. The frame is strong 
enough to remove a front wheel and still 
drive. It has an honest 80 hp and gives 
20 miles per gallon. 

The car? Oh yes—a mint °35 La- 
fayette. 
Dale Nelson Columbus, Neb. 
STEAM CARS ARE COMING 

When Howard M. Wenner asked 
about steam cars in the September “Let- 
ters,” your reply stated, “Nothing spe- 
cific on steam cars.” 

I felt it necessary to send you some 
information: 

The Williams Engine Company of 
Hatfield, Pa., just north of Philadelphia, 
has brought out a beautiful steam sports 
car that has been clocked at well over 
120 mph and will sell for around $8500 
when they get into production. At pres- 
ent they are building a steam tractor- 
trailer for the Army and five more for 


a Midwest trucking firm. 

In California, the Besler Corporation 
of Emeryville has turned out its first car, 
which is a pronounced success. It is 
built into a Kaiser chassis and is called 
the Kaiser-Besler. Both of these cars will 
start within one minute after turning on 
the switch. 

In Madison, Wisconsin, the Keen 
Manufacturing Company is building a 
second car, the first being sold. 

Within the next year there will te 
another steam car started by a well 
known designer-builder, and there are 
several private individuals that are build. 
ing steam cars for their own use — 
in New Orleans, and in Jacksonville 
and Fort Lauderdale, Florida. All of 
these cars are modern, with monotube- 
type steam generators, electronically con- 
trolled, and this will start a trend toward 
steam again. In fact, the Williams car 
has been described as being as responsive 
as a woman to a new mink coat and 
can be driven by a woman as easily as 
an internal combustion car. 

When you consider that a 40-hp 
steam engine mounted on the rear end 
can deliver around 2000 pounds-feet of 
torque as against around only 400-odd 
pounds-feet with a 300-hp internal com- 
bustion engine — why not a steam car? 
A. C. J. Mayer Jacksonville, Fla. 


BIGGEST STUMBLING BLOCK 

As one of your newsstand buyers for 
ten years, I want to thank you for not 
letting your magazine become a “trade 
journal.” You have a very nice, well 
rounded automotive magazine, and over 
the past years it seems you have covered 
almost every phase of a car — from 
financing to spark plug gapping. You 
have omitted one phase — and that is 
car salesmen and service managers in 
dealer franchises. 

At least around Miami, theze psopl> 
to me are the greatest stumbling block 
in getting new cars onto the road. Sa!e-- 
men give me the impression they st_'l 
think it’s 1946, and servic: managers 
seem to know only two expressions — 


“not today” and “that’s normal” — in 
relation to customer complaints and/cr 
questions. 


I have yet to find a salesman cf 
American cars who knows what the 
steering ratio of his product is, and sore 
of them don’t even know what steerin3 
ratio is. One salesman even told me it 
was optional equipment! 
Peter B. Mooers 





Miami, Fle. 


A FEW WORCDS OF PRAISE 

There hav: ben many derogztory 
words printed ia your “I 
ment about American automo): 
very few words of praise. 

Having owned and driven Amz:riczn 
automobiles for 45 years, I would Ik 


continued on rage 1 
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LEATHER OR NOT, ALL MERCEDES-BENZ UPHOLSTERY IS HANDMADE. Leather upholstery is standard on 
some Mercedes-Benz models, optional on others. However, whether your Mercedes-Benz has leather or cloth, 
you may be pleased to learn that it is all handmade. Cut, stuffed, stitched and sewn as is the very finest fur- 
niture. The master upholsterer in this photo is quite typical of the experienced artisans who construct 
Mercedes-Benz cars. All stages of manufacture are checked and rechecked. Many times over! This is the 
heart of Mercedes-Benz quality and one of the reasons Mercedes-Benz is always the car of connoisseurs. 


cars. Prices range from about $3,300 to $13,000. Ask your Mercedes-Benz dealer for a demonstration. 


Mercedes-Benz Sales, Inc. (A Subsidiary of Studebaker- 
MOTOR TREND/DECEMBER 1960 13 


Mercedes-Benz cars include sedans, convertibles and sports 
Packard Corporation) 











NOW...from WALKER... 


A'S QWMbMmMMMAC LUBE SYSTEM! 
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PUT IT ON YOUR CAR 


forges 2495 


e A Complete 
Package 


@ Easy-to-follow 
Installation 
Diagram 
furnished 


® No Special 
Tools Required 


NEW METERING AND 


REVOLUTIONARY, 
INJECTION PRINCIPLE... AUTOMATICALLY 
AND PRECISELY PRESSURE-LUBRICATES 
EVERY CHASSIS FITTING ON YOUR CAR! 


FORGET about ‘‘1000-mile-grease-jobs’’!—Get the continuous top efficiency from 
your car that results from full-time lubrication . .. and keep repair costs to a minimum. 
NEW, fool-proof, fully-automatic Walker Lubrication System precisely meters and 
injects right amount of oil into every lube point on your car at the start of each trip. 
Thoroughly tested and proved... fits all makes and models with standard 
fittings .. . all parts fully guaranteed. 


INDIVIDUAL FLOW CONTROL—Calibrated 
injectors meter precise volume and maintain 
constant pressure to each fitting. 

FULLY AUTOMATIC—Oil pressure activates 
lubricator pump .. . all fittings automatically 
lubricated at the start of every trip. 
ALL-WEATHER PROTECTION—Top per- 
formance, Summer or Winter. 


Check number of chassis 


lube points on your car 
STD. TRANS. , AUTO. TRANS. 
Mas. | Pwr. | Man. | Pwr. 
MAKE & YEAR Steer. | Steer. | Steer. | Steer. 
Buick 59-60 16 16 15 15 
Chev. 58-60 10 11 9 10 TROUBLE-FREE—No adjustments or servicing 
Ford 57-59 14 12 ll 4 other than refilling reservoir with standard SAE 
Ford 60 12 10 ll 9 80 or 90 gear lubricant. No “bleeding” of main 


system if reservoir becomes empty... patented 
— aaa 7 - ~ ~ aan and ate-climindter valve protects against 
on ol 


“air-locks.” 
Ply. 57-60 10 10 8 8 ECONOMICAL—Priced for every car owner... 
T’Brd. 55-60 144412 3 ll 9 


prevents costly repairs due to improper lubrica- 
NOTE: Availabie for ali Domestic and Imported Cars. For in- tion...“ pays for itself.” Enjoy this NEW conven- 
formation on other makes and models use coupon below. 


ience and worry-free driving ease and comfort... 
ORDER YOUR WALKER AUTOMATIC LUBE SYSTEM TODAY! 
PSE SESS Se a ea ee ae ee ewe a aaa ay 












































ieee | Enclose $. Check or Money Order For Complete 
Number of fittings (Calif. Res. add 4% Sales Tax) i 
. t ] Kit for Installation on the Described Automobile Having 
determines your cost! Lubrication Fittings. 
: NO. OF FITTINGS COMPLETE KIT PRICE n 
5 or 6 $24.95 te 
I 8 28.95 Address { 
9 29.95 
10 30.95 
11 31.95 Make of Vehicle Year. | 
12 32.95 
13 34.95 Auto. Transmission: Yes. No 
4 36.95 
| 15 or 16 38.95 Power Steering: Yes. No i 
17 or 18 40.95 
19 or 20 45.95 Engine: 6 cyl 8 cyl 
21 or 22 47.95 
Please Sena Complete information and Kit Price 
oye A yY f for Vehicle Described Above 
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JACKS + Oll FILTERS - since 1908 


Manufacturers of —EXHAUST SYSTEMS - 








Letters 


continued 


to offer a few words of praise for a very 
satisfactory car. 

In October, 1959, I purchased a '59 
Studebaker Lark Regal hardtop with a 
six-cylinder engine and regular three- 
speed transmission. It is equipped with 
radio and heater, but no power assists. 

During the over 15,000 miles I have 
driven my Lark, I have had no trouble 
whatsoever. It has been to Florida twice, 
New York four times and frequently to 
the eastern shore of Maryland — all at 
speeds around 60 mph. 

Reliable, handsome, comfortable, eco- 
nomical, and the best-assembled car | 
have owned in a long time is my Lark. 
William H. Asenbeck Arlington, Va. 


UNHEALTHY PRACTICE 

I would like to pass on a few com- 
ments on the unheaithy practice of 
wedging big V-8’s into compact cars. 
It has always made me shudder to see 
these big-inch monsters crammed into 
two-ton-plus behemoths, but in a car 
weighing, say, 2500 pounds, the usually 
poor weight distribution gets worse, 
making this thing not only a handful, 
but downright dangerous. 

Granted, in some instances these mu- 
tants will probably be sensibly driven 
with all due respect to their shortcom- 
ings. But, in the case of the uninformed 
youths and other self-styled leadfoots 
who will never mature, they will, in all 
eventuality, have to be scraped from the 
landscape the moment they get a little 
frisky and try to take it off a straight 
line. 

I think that MOTOR TREND should 
temper articles on engine swappings 
with a few stern admonitions as to 
what can happen when the average 
tinkerer plays with his Do-It-Yourself 
Self-Destruction Kit and endeavor to 
channel his efforts into not just power, 
but to show him how to keep it on 
the ground. 


Neil F. Kimes Van Nuys, Calif. 


GUMMY DEPOSITS 

What, in your opinion, causes the 
heavy gummy deposit on the underside 
and stem of intake valves on certain 
engines? 
L. Parker Vancouver, B. C., Canada 

Basically the cause of stem and under- 
side deposits on intake valves is the flow 
of oil between the stems and guides. This 
oil flow is induced by the vacuum that 
exists in the intake ports during the ma- 
jority of the engine’s operating time. 
The only time that oil is not drawn 
through this region is when the throttle 
is open far enough to nearly elimincte 
manifold vacuum. Of course, engines 
that are fitted with intzke valve stem 
seals don’t suffer in this manner. 
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For the man a kart is the racing sports car in minia- 
ture he always wanted to own. For the woman it is 
the chance to experience driving thrills in a new 
sport where (because of lighter weight) she is often 
thie superior to the adult male kart driver. To children 
a driving a kart is perhaps the greatest single thrill 
“ws 2 they will ever know because karting duplicates every Fo r Safe 
) with a big car condition in miniature; skids, slides and all é . ‘ 
t three. types of control situations that few adult drivers Spine Tingling Th rills 
ed with ever get the chance to experience. To the teen-ager, - i 
bore racing a kart is a fine ‘‘safety valve’’ because he will Nothing Compares with 
sI a get the sensation and mental stimulas of great speed ee - 
Tey but without the danger. He will be a much more Karting ina 
eies.. skillful and safer big car driver because of it. Karting 
ently to has become the world’s No. I motorized family fun 3, s ayy] od | Ex 
— all at sport because when Kart driving is confined to back- 
Say yards, kart tracks or off-street driving it is as safe 
a OER as golf or roller skating. 
1 car | 
y Lark. 
‘on, Va. 
V¥ cOm- 
tice of 
-t Cars. 
to see 
d into 
a car 
usually 
worse, 
and ful, 
se mu- 
driven 
rtcom- 
ormed 
dfoots 
in all 
m the 
little 
raight Simplex has eight fixed and live axle Kart models 
from which to choose and each is a masterpiece of 
hould mechanical integrity. Simplex is first in Kart sales 
pings in the Umited States because the Simplex Kart 
as tO represents the greatest dollar value of any Kart in 
erage America. Prices for a ready to drive Simplex start at 
urself only $189.00. Simplex prices are the same all over 
or to the United States because no matter where you live 
ower, Simplex prepays the freight on every model. Send 
it on for our Free Literature and the name of your nearest 
dealer. 
Calif. 
the 
rside 
rtain 
nada 
der- 
flow 
This 
that No other Kart offers the combination of top quality 
ma- features found in Simplex. Two shoe automotive in- 
ime. ternal expanding brakes which provide ten square 
awn inches of braking surface on each brake, splined axle, 
ttle the finest chassis in the industry, bushings that re- 
note quires no greasing plus the superior ‘““Trophy Winning” 
ines SIMPLEX MANUFACTURING CORP. handling characteristics of the Simplex are just a few 
tom Dept. MT e 540. Carrollton Ave., New Orleans 19, La. of the quality features offered as Standard equipment. 
VE HAVE THE BEST DEALER PLAN IN THE INDUSTRY AND DEALER INQUIRIES ARE INVITED. 
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DODGE LANCERS HOT 
DAYTONA PROSPECTS 


Word out of Chrysler is that the current 
Valiant power pack will be adapted to 
the optional long-stroke, 225-cubic-inch 
Lancer engine for a team of Daytona cars. 
The engines will not wind as tight with 
the long stroke, so horsepower output per 
cubic inch won't be as great, but the usable 
horsepower should still go ‘way over 200. 
Add a bit of fine tuning and you have a 
good bet for the winner's circle at the 
Florida speed event. 


NEW GM AUTOMATIC 
IN IMPORT MODELS 


The new small-size three-speed Hydra- 
matic may appear on Vauxhall and Opel 
models in a few months. Only the Olds 
F-85 uses this transmission now and the 
GM plant is capable of considerably more 
production. Thus the excess has been 
slated for GM’s overseas medium-size cars. 
American components being shipped over- 
seas would be quite a turnabout. 


‘61 ECONOMY RUN 
MAY GO TO DETROIT 


Mobilgas officials have indicated that 
next year’s Economy Run will go farther 
east than the ‘60 event which terminated 
in Minneapolis. On this basis most ob- 
servers predict that the new target will be 
the Motor City. In a few years the Run 
should be aiming at New York. 


ROTARY ENGINE 
DUE FOR PRODUCTION 

The much publicized Wankel engine, 
which is still called “impractical” by a few 
skeptics, seems to have proven its worth 
to the N.S.U. company in Germany. That 
firm is now constructing a factory to pro- 
duce the design commercially. 


PORSCHE PARTS 
FOR NEW FORD? 

Ford may buy transmissions from the 
German auto maker for its small-small 


Currently on a five month tour of the 
U.S. is this hand-crafted sports coupe, the 
joint effort of Alfa Romeo and stylist 
Pinin Farina. The car will be displayed in 
32 principal cities where officials of the 
sponsoring firms will interview American 
motorists to find their 

likes and dislikes in sports cars. 
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Cardinal model which is due in 61. This 
rumor was given strong support by a 
visit of Ferry Porsche to the Dearborn 
factory late in the summer. 


FRONT MUFFLERS 
IN COLD STORAGE 


A year ago reliable sources reported that 
front-mounted mufflers were a certainty 
for several 1961 GM cars. Situated just 
ahead of the radiator to save underspace in 
the new body shells, the prototype installa- 
tions worked well. But company officials 
had second thoughts on the feature; felt 
public fear of carbon monoxide poisoning 
would hurt sales. The project has been 
abandoned. 


CHROMED BUMPERS 
ON WAY OUT? 


Pontiac is installing anodized aluminum 
bumpers on some 61 models for observa- 
tion under “field” conditions. In another 
camp, U.S. Steel has developed a method 
for bonding a thin cladding of stainless 
steel over a regular carbon steel base to 
give a bright, non-corroding and much 
cheaper finished product. 


“INFINITELY-V ARIABLE” 
TRANSMISSION FROM FORD 

One of Dearborn’s more important re. 
search projects is a new transmission that 
can supply an infinite number of torque 
multiplication ratios between 4-to-1 and 
1-to-1 with virtually equal efficiency in all 
ratios. Ratios could be adjusted from out. 
side the unit so that the driver could pick 
the gearing to fit his needs. Ford has 
several possible i.v. layouts in the works, 


NEW COMPACTS HAVE 
HOT PERFORMANCE FUTURE 

Production models of the new Buick. 
Olds-Pontiac compacts equipped with their 
aluminum V-8’s won't be far from a top 
speed potential of 100 mph. The 0-to-60 
mph times should be in the area of 1 
to 13 seconds while drag strip times iq 
showroom trim should approach the 75 
mph bracket with e.t.’s around 20 seconds. 
The 155-hp engines were “de-tuned” con- 
siderably during prototype development to 
improve flexibility and gas mileage. This 
has lowered the true horsepower of the 
early production engines to the 110-115 
hp range. A hot cam, higher compression 
ratio and a little more carburetion will 
turn these cars into bombs. 


EIGHT-WAY POWER SEATS 
DUE IN ANOTHER YEAR 

Tilting seat backs are receiving much at- 
tention in Big Three engineering depart- 
ments these days. Most cars that have 
offered them show great buyer interest 
Detroit figures that such a feature with 
power operation should create even more 
attention. Look for it in 1962. 








Furl 
MO! 


A 
way 
mad 
pair’ 
troit 
cost: 
as tl 


PON 
IN § 
P 
equi 
tinu 
The 
circt 
will 
Plyr 
the 


MEC! 
AT | 

F 
prok 
by t 
tech 
will 
thro 
ever 
offe: 
in F 
HIGI 
MAD 

A 
indu 
mos' 
man 
smal 
abro 
Fore 
prod 


COM 
BIG 


A 
Stre 


HORE REPAIRABLE DUAL-DRIVE live axle! 









Ortant re. Auto makers have study programs under 
ssion that] way to determine changes that can be 
of torque} made in car design so that they can be re- gt o 





to-1 and} paired with less cost after collisions. De- 
ney in alll troit realizes that skyrocketing insurance 
from out} costs are as much a result of car design 
ould pick] as the heavier traffic problems. 
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Ford ha 
he works PONTIAC STILL FAVORITE ‘ 

IN STOCK CAR RACING America’s No. 1 

Pontiac's current racing and special Racing Kart! 
., | equipment programs not only will be con- 

w Buick ~ : ; , : 
vith thei Hmued in 1961 but will be intensified. | woe, 515 only 

The car’s starring role in the stock car | Concession Kart 4 95 
9m a top : P oe" now available 
; circuits has not hurt sales. Competition | for immediate 
4 0-to-@0 zl deli 

will be greater this year, however, for eNuery. 
ca of 22 ; cond fer with Clint 
tienes 2 Plymouth and Ford have plans to step into | details. on i 

| the field. Just off the assem A-490 engine 

| the F bly lines, the new Dual- 
seconds. y “# ‘ ae Meets all speci- 
ed” MECHANICS TO BE TRAINED Drive ‘Lil’ 500 is winning ~ fications of the 
e i — 
alls, AT HIGH SCHOGE LEVEL : wherever it performs. A complete eo —_ 
pment to Ford has decided to attack the growing line of New models_Write for details today! All’ prices -~ 







Setory Approved 






ge. This} problem of the shortage of auto mechanics 
t of thel by training high school students in Ford 









































110-115) techni ; fit a wl 
a techniques at evening classes. Teachers Aleit The 500 Industries, Inc., Fremont, Nebrast 
F ni will be selected from the school systems Rush my New Catalogue .........s..ssccsssceseeee o 
oa throughout the country and paid for the (I enclose 25c for postage and handling) 

evening duties by Ford. Graduates will be a I oii sonciceisisestincincieceuennints o 

offered employment as service apprentices (I enclose 25c for postage and handling) 500-MT-4 

in Ford dealerships. N 

ame 

nuch at- 
depart.) HIGH COSTS DICTATE Address 
s toll MANUFACTURE ABROAD 
Aa Average labor costs in the U.S. auto City .. State 
interest. ° P 
in dae industry are more than double those in 

most European countries. For this reason V FUEL GAGE {2 AMAZING BRAKE EQUALIZER 
nm more Distinctive, reliable, all me- Gives shorter, more reliable, straight- 

‘ chanical fuel gage system. In- er stops. DO-MOR Brake Equalizer 


many components for Ford’s new small- 
small car, the Cardinal, will be produced 
abroad and shipped here for assembly. 
Ford claims that this is the only way to 
produce a car in the $1700 bracket. 


eliminates ‘‘surge’”’ in brake lines, 
ee increases brake efficiency, 
we life of tires, brake linings 
and drums. Reduces costly brake re- 
pairs. Simple to install. Free bro- 


dicator mounts on driver's win- 
dow defroster flange, float 
arm thru small hole in tank cal 
filler neck. Specify year sedan 1. 


or ar +, for vans. : oe 
Check or chure—Money-Back guar- 
+ , antee. Postpaid. Only.. $9.95 


WEST COAST ENGINEERED 
“emeeeny  DO-MOR BRAKE ENGINEERING CO. 
P.0. Box 97, Goleta, Calif. “SY ~=—s BOX 266, ORANGE 32, CALIFORNIA 








COMPACTS VS. 
BIG CAR COSTS 


An analysis published by the “Wall 
Street Journal” recently showed a total 
cost difference of $460 per year between 
a Falcon and a full-size Ford Fairlane 
(assuming 10,000 miles driving a year 
and depreciation spread over a three-year 
ownership period). This includes such 
amin costs as insurance, licensing, repairs, fuels, 
~ etc. Of particular interest is the fact that 

it costs as much to drive a compact today 
as it did a big car only four or five years 
ago. 











Ask your Exide dealer 
(he’s in the Yellow 
Pages) for a free battery 
check-up. Gift earmuffs 
are yours whether or 
not you decide you 
need a new Exide with 
A-S 57, our Anti-Sulfa- 
tion manufacturing 
process that stretches 


CORVAIR CONVERTIBLE 
DUE IN SPRING 


Original plans called for introduction 
of the compact soft top with 1961 models, 
but preoccupation with the van and sta- 
tion wagon held back engineering develop- 
ment. The Chevrolet people also feel that 
the impact of the new convertible will be 

















greater in the spring. A few factory proto- out plate life. Foreign- 
types are being tested on public highways For a better way to start your car car, compact-car bat- 
in Michigan this fall. Meanwhile, a few ‘ Exide batt : teries? Sure! 

private body shops have been taking spe- wieeaiaieetena<-comentad When it’s an Exide 
cial orders for Corvair coupes converted to ...you start! 
convertibles. 
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A monthly summary 
of the /atest foreign 
car news from our 
overseas correspondents 





THE NEW BRITISH CARS 
ROVER ‘There are no major changes in 
the Rover line for 1961. The 80, 100 
and three-liter are continued, but there 
have been some refinements in the three- 
liter model. One of the more important 
modifications is a new power steering op- 
tion. This is the hydro-steer system which 
is built into the steering box and operated 
with oil under pressure from a pump in- 
stalled at the back of the generator. 

Changes have also been made in the 
control system of the Borg-Warner auto- 
matic transmission. First gear can now be 
engaged by kicking down the accelerator. 
Previously the transmission started the car 
in first gear but kick-down action would 
not come down below second. 

Window frames are now of wood and 
padded leather rail. The fresh air grilles 
at the side of the instrument panel have 
been replaced by air ducts with con- 
trollable butterfly valves for defogging side 
windows. Exterior trim and windshield 
frame are now stainless steel. 


HUMBER HAWK The Humber Hawk, which 
has the same basic body shell as the Super 
Snipe, but is powered by a 2.2-liter, four- 
cylinder engine, has been given disc brakes 
as standard equipment for 1961. A heater 
is also now standard. 


HILLMAN MINX Although only minor 
changes are being made in the Hillman 
Minx line, a new version is being intro- 
duced. Four body types are available — 
deluxe sedan, a two-door convertible, four- 
door station wagon and the new, low- 
priced sedan which replaces the Special. 
The new series has the deluxe-type instru- 
ment panel, new bumpers, new side mold- 
ings and the hypoid rear axle. 


HILLMAN HUSKY Since it was extensively 
restyled earlier this year, the dual-purpose 
Hillman Husky station wagon has vir- 
tually no change for 1961. Catches have 
been introduced to prevent the rear back- 
rest from tipping forward when the brakes 
are applied, and the latest models have 
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AROUND THE WORLD jv 30 ows 


a hypoid rear axle like the Hillman Minx. 


SINGER GAZELLE The Singer Gazelle with 
a 1494 cc ohv engine producing 60 hp at 
4500 rpm continues basically unchanged 
but now has a hypoid rear axle. 


SUNBEAM RAPIER Only detail changes are 
being made in the Rapier. It retains the 
114-liter engine with aluminum cylinder 
head, twin carburetors and 9.2 compression 
ratio. Disc brakes are fitted at the front 
and a hypoid rear axle replaces the spiral 
bevel type. 


HUMBER SUPER SNIPE The Humber Super 


Snipe, high-performance luxury model of 
the Rootes line, has new front-end styling, 
more passenger space and improved sus- 
pension. A new plunging hood line leads 
to a wrap-around radiator grille flanked 
by four sealed-beam headlights. Amber 








Both BMC station wagons will have 
mechanical features identical to the 
Mini-Minor and the Austin Seven. 


Gordon Wilkins 











Gunther Molter 











flashing indicators and parking lights are 
grouped at the sides of the grille. 

Passenger comfort has been improved 
by redesigning the seats to give more 
freedom in the front and greater legroom 
at the rear. The folding tables, ashtrays 
and cigarette lighter for rear seat pas- 
sengers have been relocated, and the indi- 
vidual front seats which are offered as ag 
alternative to the bench type at extra cost 
now have their own folding armrests on 
each side. All doors now have child-proof 
locks. Suspension has been firmed by 
higher rated coil springs at the front and 
wider spring leaves at the rear. Additional 
sound insulation has further reduced road’ 
noise inside the body. 

Only detail modifications thave been 
made to the three-liter engine, which de- 
velops 129.5 hp at 4800 rpm. 






















SUNBEAM ALPINE Higher performance and 
greater comfort are the keynotes of the 
1961 Sunbeam Alpine. The powerplant 
with aluminum cylinder head and twin 
carburetors, has been increased in capacity 
from 1494 to 1592 cc to give more torque 
and faster acceleration up to 100 mph. 
Maximum gross power shows a modest in- 
crease of two horsepower from 83.5 to 
85.5, but is now obtained at 5000 rpm 
instead of 5300 rpm. Maximum gross 
torque has risen from 89.5 Ibs.-ft. to 94 
Ibs.-ft. But probably the most important 
gain is that torque of 90 lbs.-ft. is avail- 
able all the way from 2600 to 4600 rpm. 
This means, of course, added pulling 
power throughout the normal speed range. 
To match the increased output, a stiffer 
crankshaft is fitted, the water pump is 
bigger and a larger-capacity self-adjusting 










TH 


clutch is used. A car 
Several changes have been made to give 
. Py propt 
the Alpine a more comfortable driving 
position, especially for big drivers. The | year. 
driving seat is repositioned to provide two |], man 
inches more legroom at maximum adjust- ’ 
ment. Furthermore, accelerator, clutch and | sion. 
brake pedals are all adjustable to suit indi- 
vidual drivers and can add an extra 11/4 The 
continued on page 21 *The 
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THIS IS THE NEW BY CHRYSLER 


A car that heats up your blood. The 300-G ... the 1961 version of Chrysler's championship breed of motorcars. A car that can take its well- 
proportioned heft and go record-breaking at Daytona Beach.* The rare American that's turned out one at a time; a few thousand times a 
year. You'll find this tiger powered by the latest in Chrysler's brilliantly engineered ram-injection V-8s. With a full 375 horsepower that you 
manage with incredible ease. Power brakes and steering help. But the real clue to the “G's” handling genius is its superbly balanced suspen- 
sion. Conveniences are complete. Comfort is served in typical 300 style: four leather-lined, foam-padded bucket seats. This is a total machine. 
The one that can tour confidently with the best automobiles the world has to offer. The 300-G ...a rare kind of car for a rare kind of man. 


*The *F* captured the top 6 places in the 1960 Daytona Flying Mile! 























RENAULT CARAVELLE | 


onfinlA hard-top convertible that really converts. / 

the easily detachable hard-top on the Caravelle 

ihown here can quickly be replaced by a recessed 

ioft-top. Talk about having your cake./Also avail- ; 

ible as a permanent hard-top coupe; and as a permanent soft-top convertible. / s 

nteriors are richly detailed; the choice of six exterior colors includes unusual ~¥ 

netalized undertones. Sure-footed Renault rear-engine performance. / Call it’ 
Call it jazzy. Call it ineluctable. But plan to stop by your nearest P 

cae” Bet you find out all over again how it feels to fall inMove * 


or FREE BROCHURE, SEE YOUR DEALER OR WRITE TO RENAULT, ING, “ tee "uae NEW) on 


gee ae 

















AROUND THE WORLD in 30 days 


inches of legroom if required. The steering 
wheel diameter is slightly reduced, and the 
angle of the column has been changed to 
give the driver more room. 

Among changes to the interior is a map- 
reading light on the instrument panel. 
The lid of the glove box, concealed in the 
center armrest, is now hinged at the rear 
so that it is equally accessible to driver 
and passenger, and a map pocket at the 
side of the transmission tunnel is an 
option. The soft top now has detachable 
rails to form a weather-tight seal between 
the top and the wind-up side windows. 

High-speed road holding has been im- 
proved by the use of larger shock absorbers 
and wider rear springs. Special shields are 
fitted to the disc front brakes for greater 
protection. Other refinements include the 
elimination of eight chassis greasing points 
to simplify servicing and the adoption of 
a quieter silencing system. The Laycock 
de Normanville overdrive operating on 
third and top gears is available at extra 
cost, and the steering column switch is 
now more conveniently located. 


MORRIS MINI-TRAVELLER AND AUSTIN SEVEN 
COUNTRYMAN BMC has introduced a 
small station wagon based on the Morris 
Mini-Minor. It will be sold under the 
names of Morris Mini-Traveller and Aus- 
tin Seven Countryman. 

Both models will have mechanical fea- 
tures identical to the Mini-Minor and 
Austin Seven: 850 cc engine mounted 
transversely at the front, four-speed 
transmission driving the front wheels, in- 
dependent suspension by rubber cones, and 
hydraulic braking with a pressure-limiting 
valve to prevent the rear wheels locking. 
The wheelbase is four inches longer than 
the sedan models and overali length is in- 
creased by nine inches, but the length still 
does not exceed 11 feet. The structure is a 
steel unit to which sub-frames are attached 
by rubber mountings. 

Front end, doors and grilles are identi- 
cal to the sedan models. The body behind 
the doors is longer and fitted with sliding 
windows. The rear half of the body is 
given an applied decoration in woodwork 
although the basic structure is steel. At 
the rear there are two vertical doors with 
check stays to hold them steady when open. 
With four adults aboard there are 1814 
cubic feet of cargo capacity at the rear, 
which can be fully utilized as there are 
external mirrors on each front wing. With 
the rear seat folding away, loading capacity 
is increased to 3514 cubic feet. Thanks to 
the front-wheel drive and all-independent 
suspension, the loading platform is only 
14 inches from the ground. 

The engine develops 34 hp at 5500 
rpm, and gear ratios are the same as those 
on the wagon. The rear suspension has 


continued on page 76 


seen 7 {{ HARLEY-DAVIDSON 
DUO-GLIDE 

Hitch your wagon to a new Duo-Glide and get that wheeling feeling. 
Like riding a cloud — the way its deep-chested OHV engine flattens 
out hills . . . digs out for passing . . . smooths out the straightaway. 
Three-point suspension takes the spring out of rough roads... even 
cushions the smoothest roads. 

Put yourself on your personal “cloud” at your Harley-Davidson 


dealer. New Astro-Flite-styled Duo-Glides come in standard FL and 
super-powered FLH models. Or mail coupon for this colorful folder. 
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; - HARLEY-DAVIDSON MOTOR CO. 
. ae \ Dept. MT Milwaukee 1, Wisconsin 
Cc a Please send me more facts on the distinctive Duo-Glide and the 
at ’ \ other exciting Harley-Davidsons for ‘61. 
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~uamuees A NEW SUN VISOR 


Sy a The smart, practical answer to the “sun 

on in the eyes” nuisance, engineered by 
ACCESSORIES INTERNATIONAL in response 
to thousands of requests. 


Features rugged construction, heavy duty 
chrome rim and easy 15 minute installa- 
tion! Fits all GM models except Corvette, 
Corvair and convertibles. Complete with 
mounting instructions. 


- 50% Deposit Required with 
$ 50 C.0.D. orders 
Lis# A TRULY SMART HOLIDAY GIFT FOR YOUR MOTORING FRIENDS 


ACCESSORIES INTERNATIONAL tos ancetes 39, cau. 
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By WAYNE THOMS 


a 10,000-mile cross-country trip 
- tells the true story of Buick’s new compact 
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Road Trial: BUICK SPECIAL 


right lane of San Francisco’s Nimitz Freeway looking for “free- 
way hop”; or, as I did, crossing California's 7,000-foot Donner 
Summit behind a string of slow traffic while the outside air 
temperature hovers at 100 degrees. 

Did we find any bugs? Sure. Nothing fundamental; mainly 
the little things with which customers annoy service managers. 
But because we found problems and because they were corrected 
before the cars went to the public, the Special promises to be 
one of the best initial-year models in Buick’s history. That, of 
course, is what Buick wants —a car that won't be back in the 
lap of the dealer for correction of items that should have been 
right at the beginning. 

One place we did not uncover any bugs was in the engine. 
This is a brand-new 215-cubic-inch V-8 that turns out 155 hp 
at 4400 rpm. (This output is with a single two-barrel carbure- 
tor and we understand that an optional power pack is on 
the way.) Incredibly smooth and flexible, it has undergone a 
lengthy development period that merits description. The fact 
is that the first one, along with a transmission and driveline, 
was installed in an Opel back in mid-’58. Development con- 
tinued as Buick purchased 30 copies of a rival compact, install- 
ing their own lightweight engine. Then, as the Corvair was 
introduced, a half-dozen of Chevy’s rear-engined sedans were 
transformed into unusual front-engined Buick compacts. Not 
content to stop, Buick even dropped a couple of the engines 
into Corvettes. 

So it went until there wasn’t much that Buick engineers didn’t 
know about their new engine. What we know is that it is a good 
piece of machinery. Its 8.8-to-1 compression thrives on regular 
gas without detonation. Because the head, block, pistons, intake 
manifold, timing chain cover and water pump are all aluminum, 





the engine is extremely light. Total weight, ready to run with all 
accessories, is only 350 pounds. 

One question that has bothered the technically minded is 
whether a water-cooled aluminum engine can be made to resist 
corrosion? Buick’s tests indicate that it can. They experimented 
with small accessory parts to prove their point, solving the 
problem by reducing the nickel content in the aluminum alloy. 
Engine fabrication is intriguing. The permanent mold block is 
cast around the cast steel cylinder liners. While this makes for 
efficient heat transfer it is important to realize that a series of 
grooves around the outside of the sleeves mechanically lock 
them in place so that they cannot slip up or down. 

Economy of operation is rightly a matter of prime interest 
to motorists who may be switching from a larger domestic car 
or coming up from a small economy import. As its 112-inch 
wheelbase indicates, the Special falls somewhere in between. We 
kept virtually drop-by-drop records of fuel consumption on both 
cars. Surprisingly, there is little difference between the mileage 
delivered by the manual and automatic transmissions. This is 
due to axle ratios — 3.36-to-1 with the stick shift and 3.08-to-1 
on the automatic. Consumption, after correction for the four 
per cent odometer optimism, comes out this way: The automatic 
transmission model gave us a cumulative average of 17.58 mpg 
for the first 6,000 miles of the trip, including break-in. (The 
final leg was not available at the time this was written.) Several 
days around Los Angeles revealed 15.08 mpg while San Fran- 
cisco city mileage dropped to 14.8. Typical highway stretches 
included Los Angeles to San Francisco, 18.02 mpg; San Francisco 
to Elko, Nevada, 18.5; and Elko to Salt Lake City, 18.09. 

In comparison on the same stretches, the manual transmission 
figures look like this: Cumulative average, 17.62 mpg; Los 
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First road tests of Buick’s new compact, the 
Special, were made during a gruelling, 
10,000-mile “no-holds-barred” cross-country trip. 


Angeles traffic, 15.82; San Francisco, 15.76; Los Angeles to San 
Francisco, 17.72; San Francisco to Elko, 18.62; and Elko to Salt 
Lake, 17.2 mpg. 

It should be remembered that the cars were loaded with a 
total load of luggage for four (five while I was along) plus 
tools and a few spare parts, none of which is designed to help 
the mileage. 

Proving ground economy checked at steady speeds proves that 
careful driving will pay off. At a steady 30 mph the automatic 
model gets 25.7 mpg with the stick shift following at 25.3. 
Mileage with the two models drops accordingly as speeds in- 
crease. At a steady 40 mph the two cars get 24.7 and 23.2 mpg; 
at 50 it is 23.1 and 21.4 while at 60 the mileage is cut to 20.4 
and 19.6 mpg. 

Performance, in terms of pure speed and acceleration, is what 
impressed me and everyone else who tried the car. There is 
more than enough punch coming off the mark to stay ahead of 
traffic; cruising at 70-80 mph is perfectly comfortable and 
remarkably quiet. Without an opportunity to make any accelera- 
tion runs, we obtained the figures set by the factory on the 
proving grounds. They handicap themselves with a standard load 
of 600 pounds including driver and passenger so that total test 
weight of the Special is over 3300 pounds. (Our stick shift car 
weighed in wet at 2705; the automatic at 2792 — the difference 
largely due to power steering and extra trim.) Acceleration, 
therefore, is actually quite conservative. Zero to 60 mph checks 
out at 12.8 seconds with the stick shift, 14.0 with automatic 
transmission. From rest to 75 mph shows 20.7 seconds with the 
stick and 22.1 seconds with automatic. Quarter-mile acceleration 

















checked out at 70 mph and 20.6 seconds with automatic trans- 
mission, improving to 73 and 18.8 with the stick shift. Optimum 
acceleration shift points for the three-speed column-controlled 
gearbox are 37 and 62 mph, equivalent to 4300 and 4400 rpm. 
With the two-speed automatic, just stand on it and steer; it 
shifts out of first gear under full throttle at 4500 revs which is 
65 mph. Top speed is rated at 104 mph with automatic trans- 
mission while the stick version hits an even 100. 

While I like the control offered by manual gearboxes, I was 
not taken with Buick’s which is standard equipment. It is not 
synchronized into first gear, the clutch throw is too long and 
pedal pressure required is too heavy for comfortable traffic use. 
The automatic is another and better story. A two-speed (not 
Dynaflow ), the shift points are barely noticeable. Unlike some, 
placing it in Low position locks it there regardless of how high 
the engine revs. It has features which set it apart from conven- 
tional torque converters. First, it is efficiently air cooled. In the 
little-known-facts department, maximum permissible tempera- 
ture during sustained operation for this gearbox is about 300 
degrees. It ran consistently at 200-215, a reading we were able 
to check through the special instruments added to the test car. 
Then, it has an automatic clutching device which allows engine 
torque to follow two parallel paths through the converter — one 
hydraulic, the other mechanical. It is enough to add that the 
torque is split with 36.6 per cent going the mechanical path and 
63.4 rer cent taking the hydraulic route. How it happens 
becomes rather complex. 

Aft r some fast driving and hard corners we have no com- 
plaints about the handling. There is some built-in understeer, 
as in all domestic cars. But we were able to throw both cars 
around a Hollywood Hills test route with considerable en- 
thusiasm and no worry about loss of control. The biggest com- 
plaint was the slow steering without power. Weight distribution 
is quite good (53 per cent on front wheels ), the car is relatively 
light and it would seem that the recirculating ball steering 
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To insure transmission hump as low as possible, the 
Special has a split driveshaft that is joined 
by a constant velocity universal joint. 


are reduced to just over four. Despite its lack of road feel, we 
must recommend the power option as the most suitable. Cer- 
needn't have six turns from lock-to-lock. With power the turns 
tainly in traffic or parking the power steering makes a one-finger 
labor out of a job that otherwise requires a good deal of effort. 

What we call handling is really a function of many things 
besides steering including seating position, ride, braking, visi- 
bility — even noise level and ventilation. If they blend together 
we say a car feels right. The Special has that blend and it feels 
right. Seating, for example, is on simple benches front and rear 
but they are well positioned. The front cushion is a comfortable 
10.8 inches from the floor (rear, 12.6), positioned so that 
driving or riding for long periods is not too fatiguing. We made 
several rear seat entrances and exits before becoming aware of 
how easy it was. Anyone who has had occasion to use the rear 
door of some of the current four-door hardtops will know what 
I am speaking of. There are no contortions, ungraceful positions 
or acrobatic agility required. Headroom and legroom in both 
seats are ample. 

Most six-passenger sedans have a driveshaft tunnel that 
restricts the use of the center of the s-at:. The Special has the 
tunnel but it is kept so low that it does nct interfere with 
seating. The lowered tunnel is a function of something new for 
Buick — an open driveshaft which breaks in the center for a 
change in angle to keep it low. The break requires a double 
universal joint; technically, a double Cardan constant velocity 
joint. 

As for ride, former Buick owners will feel very much at home 
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while others may feel that it is too soft. An interesting point is 
that the designers were afraid that they would not be able to get 
a satisfactory ride with the weight-saving unitized construction 
they were using. Well, they were wrong, and they have a tight, 
rattle-free body besides. Personally, I felt that there was too 
much up-and-down oscillation and that stiffer shocks would do 
wonders for the car. As is, it soaks up ruts and tar strips in a 
gratifying fashion. Fortunately, the softness is controllable and 
never prefaces a side-to-side wander. This can be explained by 
Buick’s suspension. At the rear, springing is by a pair of coil 
springs and two sea-legged tubular shocks. The four locating 
arms are the key to all-important lateral location. There are two 
husky upper trailing arms which carry the coils. The lower arms 
are pivoted on the differential housing and run forward and 
out at an angle where they rubber mount to the unitized 
body/ frame. 

Front suspension, also essential to ride, is conventional with 
upper and lower suspension arms, ball joints, coil springs, tubu- 
lar shocks and a stabilizer bar. What makes it different is the 
way in which it is built up as a unit with front cross-member 
assembly, steering gear, hubs and brake drums, then attached to 
the integral body/frame through three rubber isolation points 
which reduce road noise and vibration into the body. 

I was dubious about the ability of the brakes. Working within 
the limitations of 13-inch wheels, brakes often suffer. However, 
after making deliberate attempts to fade them on long down- 
hills, they came through without a protest. They are not finned, 
as in the past, and are simply cast-iron drums built by Kelsey 
Hayes. Effective brake lining area is 124 square inches with a 
swept area of 224 square inches. 

As with most current domestic cars, heating and fresh air 
venting are of the highest order. Along with a low wind and 
engine noise level at high speeds, these are features Americans 
have come to expect as a matter of routine. They won’t be dis- 
appointed with the Special. 


Cross-country test trip was made both 
as a seat-of-the-pants evaluation 
and by special test guages. 


The Special’s powerplant is this 215- 
cubic-inch V-8 made largely of 
aluminum, weighing only 350 pounds 


Few people realize that it is possible to predict tire wear, 
assuming that proper inflation is maintained and the tires are 
rotated as recommended. As a result of our trip, the regular 
measurements of tread depth indicate that the Special will be 
good for somewhere between 25-26,000 miles before the tires 
are smooth and ready for replacement. 

From the moment I slid behind the wheel, the Special felt 
considerably smaller than its dimensions indicate. Working with 
overalls of 188.4 inches long, 71.3 wide and 52.2 inches high, 
the designers have created a car that can be nipped in and out 
of traffic holes with great ease. There are no blind spots while 
sensible overhangs allow the driver to know where the four 
corners are at all times. 

As far as debugging the car, the most annoying things I 
found were windshield reflections from the top of the dash and a 
bright kick from the wiper arms. These occur around noon and 
have been corrected by a duller dash paint and repositioning the 
wiper arms. 

You pay your money and take your choice — between the 
standard (4000 series) and deluxe (4100) model, that is. 
Mechanically, they are identical, depending upon the optional 
equipment ordered. From the outside, the deluxe has more 
chrome, notably around the window frames where it gives the 
illusion that this could be a pillarless hardtop. Inside, the 
deluxe has a thinly padded dash, floor carpets instead of rubber 
mats, a fancier steering wheel, more flamboyant seat and door 
upholstery, rear seat armrests, and door and window cranks with 
more “styling.” In addition the deluxe includes an under-hood 
insulating blanket, although we couldn’t really detect any dif- 
ference in noise level. 

In attempting to categorize the Special we have to conclude 
that it is not truly a compact. Not that this is bad. Rather, it can 
be likened to a highly refined version of the sensibly-sized cars 
of the immediate pre- and postwar era, as they might have 
progressed had not the size and horsepower race become reality. 
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A CRITICISM OF 
1961 


three former Detroit stylists present 
their frank opinions of what is 
right and wrong with all the 1961 cars 


STYLIST #1— Maybe Buick’s styling 
troubles have ended. The roof shows 
that people and nice superstructure can 
live together. 

STYLIST #2—The sides are very inter- 
esting without being so involved no one 
can understand them. The whole car has 
a wealthy understated look. 

STYLIST #3 — The uncertainty at Buick 
is reflected in the Buick styling cliches: 
portholes, symmetrical bomb shapes, 
heaps of chrome. 
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is the 


STYLIST #1— Buick’s Special 
most elaborate of the three new GM me- 
dium-compacts. It bears a strong resem- 
blance to the big Buicks, particularly at 
the front end. One of the benefits of the 


is that 
the 


Special’s relatively small size 
standard 534-inch headlamps fill 


grille and lend a purposeful air to the 
car. Front fender shapes are less effec- 
tive. While they are interesting as dem- 
onstrations of the current state of the art 
of sheet metal forming, they look to be 
highly vulnerable. They are, moreover, 
not a little intimidating to pedestrians. 

Even though its contours are shared 
with two other cars, the Special’s side 
treatment has strong Buick feeling — the 
dropping line evokes the old Buick 
““sweepspear.’’ At the rear there is some 
confusion of form where the tail light 
fairing comes forward under the side fin. 
The rest of the rear is fairly simple and 
agreeable: a flat deck lid meets a narrow 
transverse concave area which neatly 
contains lamps and lettering. This flat- 
tened ellipse is repeated by the straight 
bumper bar. Below the bumper there ‘is 
a textured section containing back-up 
lamps and the license plate. The texture 
itself is a little too bold for this car, 
which is amazingly restrained for a Buick. 

The one really objectionable note is 
provided by the false portholes on the 
front fenders; they are a spurious link 
with the past. Buick has never before 
made a car like this new Special — it 
really is the best Buick yet. 

STYLIST #2—Another one of those 
machines whose individual styling parts, 
if judged separately, would fare only 
so-so. But in one piece it looks nice. 

STYLIST #3—The new small Buick is 
a pretty desirable package, but the styl- 
ing does suffer from too many cooks 
tending the styling stew. A smail car 
does not need such extensive and radical 
sculpturing. In fact, it tends to chop up 
surfaces that should be thought of col- 
lectively as a unit. 
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O ONE IN DETROIT has a more difficult job than the car 
XN stylist. He suffers more interference and criticism than all 
others who contribute to the finished car. , 

There is nothing unusual in this, for it is true of all art 
forms, from architecture to zither playing. In the case of the 
car, there is enormous evidence to indicate that its appearance 
has more to do with its acceptance than any other single factor, 
although there are notable exceptions and the supremacy of 
styling is by no means a fixed rule. 

For a number of years, however, nearly all of the Detroit 
car makers have chosen to live dangerously and depend rather 
heavily upon styling. On some occasions they have succeeded 
gloriously — but more often they have had indifferent results. 

Relatively few individuals consider themselves as outright 
authorities on car styling, but it is also a relatively rare person 
who does not have strong convictions on the subject. The 
trouble, however, is that styling is difficult to put into words. 
Reasons why a car is or is not styled correctly are elusive and 
not easy to specify. 

The topical question is how do the 1961 cars rate as examples 


CHEVROLET 


CADILLAC 








of styling? An answer has been attempted in a limited way and 
the results appear on these pages. The method was simple. 

A complete set of eight-by-ten photographs showing all the 
1961 models was assembled. It consisted of two photos of each 
car, so that an overall view of the entire exterior styling features 
could be examined. 

Then three professional car stylists were selected, men of 
training and experience in the studios of the major car makers. 
Each man independently commented upon the styling of the cars. 

It must be strongly stressed that what they have to say is not 
offered as representative of all car stylists nor of the public at 
large. The sampling of opinion is too small. Nor, in fact, do 
the editors of MOTOR TREND agree with all their opinions — 
the comments simply are reported here with the freedom of 
expression that is necessary. 

In reviewing the comments, it is interesting to note the 
diversity of opinion, which is frequent. If the “poll” had been 
expanded a hundred times in its scope, such differences probably 
would have been magnified, but they probably would not have 


been resolved. /MT 
tive techniques and then it suddenly 
blasts forth with far-out themes, it is 


difficult indeed to backtrack. If one ‘‘de- 
styles’’ only halfway, then the total effect 
is lost somewhere between restraint and 
“‘blasteroo.” 

STYLIST #3 —A conflict in styling 
theories exists at Chevrolet and it is 
reflected in the cars of the last three 
years. With the biggest styling budget at 
GM, it’s a shame the boys are still hang- 
ing chrome seagulls on the rear end and 
disagreeing about which way the sculp- 
turing should go after it gets past the 
rear quarter panel. 


CHRYSLER 














STYLIST #1 — Cadillac is still Cadillac. 
Clever styling makes car look longer than 
it really is, conceals the fact that the car 
is three inches shorter than last year. 

STYLIST #2— Each line and element 
here by itself is genuinely terrific but 
there are just too many in one place to 
produce a fabulous Cadillac. 

STYLIST #3—A crisp and elegant 
upper sets off a theme of horizontal 
sweeps, although there is too much 
rocket for Cadillac tradition. 


STYLIST #1 — There is a new sobriety 
of surface in the 1961 Chevrolet. Sheet 
metal forms are all kept close to the 
outer limits of the dimension-envelope, 
without the deep undercuts that marked 
the 1959-1960 models. While the theme 
of the rear end is directly and obviously 
traceable to previous Chevrolets, there 
are no fins at all. The squared-up forms 
not only improve appearance; they allow 
a much larger and much more usable 
trunk. This is further enhanced by the 
removal of the gas tank to a position 
above the rear axle. Overall, styling is 
still more complicated and ornate than 
is necessary or desirable. Imagine a 
Chevrolet as simple and direct as the 
Corvair, with all the usefulness of larger 
size! 

STYLIST #2 — When a car has been 
styled year after year with good conserva- 








STYLIST #1 — The styling of this job is 
terrific but it does not appear to improve 
each year. 

STYLIST #2 — Chrysler carries the 
same overall theme of preceding -years 
but its stylists are having trouble follow- 
ing the theme and yet providing the ‘all- 
new” look that is demanded annually. 
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STYLIST #3 — Uncertainty is mirrored 
in every line used this year. Chrysler hav- 
ing made its bed of fins now has to lie 
on it. 


COMET 





STYLIST #1 — The conventionally- 
styled Comet appeals because of its 
excellent basic proportions, which are 
marred only by too-small wheels. Al- 
though the Comet shares its inner struc- 
ture and door contours with the Falcon, 
its squared roof, flared fins, and massive 
front end give it a distinct personality. 
The new flat, coarse-textured grille is as 
interesting as last year’s concave one. 

STYLIST #2 — The Comet fails to im- 
prove its looks with the growing list of 
styling chunks that someone feels it 
needs, rather than exploit its virtues by 
accenting its good styling elements. 

STYLIST #3 — A forced effort to build 
a quality compact car. The exotic fins 
are too forced for such a matter-of-fact 
design. 


CORVAIR 





STYLIST #1 — Almost unchanged for 
1961, the Corvair retains outstanding 
proportions and a unique roof line. The 
outward bulge of the body face-panel 
will probably please many people who 
were disquieted by the uncompromisingly 


austere concave area it replaces. The new 
contour has forced a change in the head- 
lamp housings, which no longer seem so 
natural. The front end of a rear-engine 
car is definitely a trouble spot for stylists 
who have not had time to learn to attack 
it confidently. Chevrolet stylists deserve 
all possible credit for avoiding the banal 
solution of artificial grillework. The Cor- 
vair remains an honest car. 


STYLIST #2 — Corvair, in styling, has 
proven to be functional looking on the 
road. Its proportions are its chief merit. 
Some of the areas are a little weak, and 
the front end is one of these. Chevrolet 
had a chance to strengthen this section 
and just bulged out the concave face 
instead. 


STYLIST #3 — Imaginative in its utter 
simplicity, Corvair is still the best looking 
of the compacts. It isn’t fair to criticize 
from the standpoint of what obviously 
could have been done had Chevrolet 
wanted to do it — and undoubtedly will 
— but certain small points do bear men- 
tioning. The front, in spite of the new 
facelift, still lacks refinement. The coupe 
upper sits rather awkwardly on the rear 
deck, but one soon gets used to it. If 
the sides were not a constant section, a 
very subtle change in section instead of 
the straight line would surely enhance 
the elegance of the car. As it is, the 
Corvair Monza coupe is the most pleas- 
ing American car on the road. 


CORVETTE 





STYLIST +1 — The 1961 Corvette of- 
fers proof for the old adage, ‘“‘Too many 
cooks spoil the broth.”’ Almost every 
detail in the design is good. However, 
there are two problems: there are too 
many such good details, and they have 
no relationship to each other, save that 
they are on the same car. Certainly the 
new rear end is handsome; it comes from 


the much-admired racing Stingray. One 
can only wish that the cramped 1954 
cockpit and the busy 1958 front end 
could also be replaced with Stingray de 
signs, so that the only American sports 
car would have some much-needed unity. 


STYLIST #2 — Round cars and crisp 
cars are two different kinds of styling 
but Corvette stylists apparently felt that 
half and half is an ideal compromise. 
The rear looks interesting but not with 
the round front shapes. Surely this isn't 
the only styling that would have worked 
on the Corvette rear. 


STYLIST #3 — Although not in chara¢é 
ter with the rest of the car, the Corvette's 
new rear end is still an excellent example 
of good transitional styling. It gives a 
good look at the future. The Corvette wij 
be slowly changed over to a replica # 
the Stingray experimental Corvette. 


DE SOTO 








STYLIST #1 — The once-graceful fins 
have now become a burden. This year 
they are integrated with the body sides 
in front and surface problems accentu- 
ated by the side treatment which pinches 
at this point. At their extremities the fins 
are blunted by applied caps which have 
obvious joints. 

The overpowering heaviness of the 
lower body is in sharp contrast to the 
thin, elegantly arched roof which is De 
Soto’s best styling feature. Note particu- 
larly the rear wheel opening, which is 
well-shaped and carefully detailed with a 
beveled chrome surround piece. The deck 
lid, too, has a pleasing shape. It would 
be better without trim and lettering. 


STYLIST #2 — The De Soto shows a 
lack of spontaneous enthusiasm and 
leadership required in a styling studio, if 
thoroughly worthwhile styling is to be 
done. 


STYLIST #3 — It appears as if the 
front end and the rear were done in dif- 
ferent studios and then put together. 
Whatever happened to those clean and 
fresh lines De Soto had in 1958? 
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STYLIST #1—A curious situation in 
which two distinct lines by one car maker 
have the same general styling but use 
different rear quarter panels. Yet neither 
panel is sufficiently different from the 
other to easily say which is which. 


STYLIST #2 — The Dart is tough-look- 


ing and might be well liked by the 
younger buyers. The sheet metal is full 
of awkward conditions, such as the grille 
corners, rear fender ends and the fade- 
away above the front wheelhouse. 

STYLIST +3 — The Dodge studio has 
managed to exploit last year’s features 
in an exciting although not an esthetic 
facelift. The new rear fin treatment is 
commercially quite successful. It’s un- 
fortunate that the budget wouldn't allow 
new door skins so the fenders could have 
been integrated more successfully with 
the rest of the car. 


DODGE LANCER 








4 STYLIST #1 — Although the Dodge 
“agg Lancer may be thought of as a ‘‘custom- 
, ized Valiant,” it is a very nice job of 
y be customizing indeed. The new hood and 
grille are much more in keeping with the 

the | upper structure, and give a balanced look 

\ dif- | that is missing in the Valiant. The ‘‘tire- 
ther. | less’’ deck lid is a big improvement, too. 
and| Three items that do not integrate as 














nicely as the new hood and deck: the 
chrome fillip on the front door, the round 
tail lights, and the heavy-looking wheel 
discs. 

STYLIST #2 — It’s really a job to take 
an individualistic design, such as the 
Valiant, and create a new make through 
styling alone. Lancer had no prior per- 
sonality in styling to continue, so it was 
free to choose any front-end design — 
and this was it. 

STYLIST #3 — Lancer, by ridding itself 
of the unrealistic styling features of the 
Valiant, has become an intriguing little 
car. A well executed grille and careful 
handling of details, even with the basic 
limitations, show some _ up-and-coming 


talent in the Dodge studio. 


FALCON 





- 


would suddenly sag into a dough-like 
lump. Given such quality of shape, it is 
too bad that detailing of hardware is not 
a bit more refined. 

STYLIST #2 — Falcon’s details are not 
impressive, but the total styling somehow 
has a friendly, loyal-servant look that 
other compacts should envy. The facelift 
for 1961 is to be admired since it takes 
the best route — plays up and accentu- 
ates its main elements rather than intro- 
duce new and conflicting ones, as do 
most restyling efforts. 

STYLIST #3 — A simple middle-of-the- 
road design hampered by ‘“‘high button- 
shoe”’ engineering. The silhouette is too 
old-fashioned to compete, no matter how 
good the theme. 


IMPERIAL 








STYLIST +1 — The Falcon is the best 
existing example of the ‘“‘bar of soap’”’ 
school of automobile design. The forms 
of the car have the appearance of having 
been gently rounded by the subtle fric- 
tion of running water. When this design 
technique is poorly executed the result 
is apt to be bland and uninteresting. 
When it is done extremely well — as in 
the case of the Falcon —the designed 
object usually has wide appeal. 

If the Falcon excites no one, neither 
does it offend. To the automobile esthe- 
tician, the wheels of the compact Ford 
are too small, but with this single excep- 
tion the car is well proportioned and 
nicely scaled. The grille opening is a 
natural section of the body form, the 
logic of its shape proved by the well- 
integrated headlamps. 

The 1961 Falcon is littie changed from 
last year’s car. This fact in itself is evi- 
dence of a new maturity in the Ford 
styling headquarters. 

There are two useful proofs of the 
validity of the basic form of the Falcon: 
first, it definitely looks better without 
chrome side moldings and full wheel 
discs, showing that its simplicity is artful 
rather than naive. Second, try to imagine 
the car without the shallow indented 
panel along the sides. The taut forms 


STYLIST +1 — The basic idea behind 
the styling of the new Imperial is a com- 
mendable one: to make a classic car for 
today’s market. Unfortunately, Imperial’s 
stylists have adopted only the most in- 
consequential and superficial character- 
istics of those great cars of the past 
which we revere today as ‘‘classics.”’ It 
was not separate headlamps which made 
the first Chrysler Imperial beautiful; sim- 
plicity and purity of line had much more 
to do with it. Perhaps when the new car 
was being planned someone should have 
consulted a dictionary: Classic... ‘‘char- 
acterized by simple tailored lines, correct 
for a variety of places and occasions, and 
basically in fashion year after year.” 

STYLIST #2— As with the standard 
Chrysler, the basic theme has lasted sev- 
eral years, but the job of yearly changes 
is making it hard to keep the design 
outstanding. Such things as the side 
body molding shape, deck ornament, 
hood strip, front wheel house surface 
development have not been done well. 
They would have been better if not 
changed just to be changed. 

STYLIST #3 —A set of interesting and 
sometimes pleasing details have - been 
forced on a car that should look expen- 
sive, but somehow does not — probably 
too much corporation ‘‘look.’’ 











LINCOLN-CONTINENTAL 





STYLIST +1 — This whole job is like a 
fresh breeze out of the smog of over- 
powering scallopinis and fin variations. 

STYLIST #2 — Lincoln shows that all 
the razza-mataz of current styling tricks 
is not necessary. What’s wrong with 
plain, simple shapes that look like cars, 
rather than aerodynamic or ballistic? 

STYLIST +3 — Lincoln emerges this 
year with the elegant and pure line that 
has been so esthetically successful on 
earlier Continentals and Thunderbirds. 
It’s too good to last. A very handsome 
car. 


MERCURY 





STYLIST +1 — The Mercury has gained 
in stature as it has shrunk in size. The 
new Ford-based version is notably im- 
proved in styling. Perhaps this is because 
the new package is better within the 
grasp of Mercury stylists; in any case, 
they have done a good job for 1961. The 
plain, rounded hood and front fenders 
are massive without being aggressive, 
and the grille has been subdued to the 
large, simple bumper. 

The straight rub strip on the side is 
notable for its inclusion of a rubber con- 
tact section to prevent damage in park- 
ing lots where doors are opened against 
other cars. Placement of this strip is not 
so fortunate. There is some slight inter- 
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ference at the front wheel well lip. On 
the front fender a parallel line is placed 
too close to the rub strip, resulting in a 
certain awkwardness in this area. 

While the trim on the rear quarter is 
a little overdone, the roof panel itself is 
restrained and reasonable. The combina- 
tion of flat, plain deck lid, small straight 
fins, and enormous vertical expanses of 
chrome remind one of the 1958-1960 
Lincolns — not accidentally. The '61 Mer- 
cury is a synthesis of previous Lincoln 
and current Ford styling ideas. Only the 
wheel discs, grille, and headlamps have 
been inspired by previous Mercurys. Look 
for this car to be tremendously popular. 

STYLIST +2 — Styling is the only as- 
pect of an automobile that gives it visual 
identity. Mercury styling has been from 
“‘here’’ to “‘there’’ with so much body 
sharing in the past and so the result is 
a loss of anything that says, in styling 
terms, ‘“‘| am a Mercury.”’ Little details, 
such as the tail lights, are masterfully 
done. But the pinched grille is just the 
sort of identity-killing designing that 
should be avoided. 

STYLIST #3 — The change to sharing 
the Ford body shell has not helped Mer- 
cury. It still suffers from inept handling 
of three-dimensional surfaces. The basic 
design, although not daring or new, could 
be made into a pleasing, unaffected auto- 
mobile by handling the radii on sections 
more intelligently. In the evolution from 
sketch to sheet metal the image is lost 
by over-working, until the freshness is 
gone. 


FORD 






STYLIST +1 — Body forms have been 
impressively simplified in the process of 
facelifting the 1961 Ford. The new front 
end, inspired by the Comet, owes little 
to previous Fords, but the rear end is 
an appealing blend of the strongest fea- 
tures of several past models. Once again 
we see the round tail lights, which have 
become a virtual Ford trademark, set 
above a simple but massive bumper. 
Fins, so small that they could almost 
be considered windsplits, are similar to 


those used in 1957. Integration of fins 
and door handles is especially pleasing. 
On some higher-priced models chrome 
trim is overdone. 

STYLIST #2 — Ford appears to have 
learned the lesson of not forgetting the 
importance of identity in the annual 
styling race. The whole rear of the 
Ford is one happy family of well de- 
signed elements that say Ford, Ford, 
Ford. The front is a powerful but simple 
presentation. 

STYLIST #3 — The biggest guessing 
game in the business is going on at 
Ford and somebody guessed wrong. After 
having the best-looking car in 1960, Ford 
has done a quick about-face and reverted 
to the mediocrity that has characterized 
Ford in off years. 


OLDSMOBILE 





STYLIST #1 — In profile the Oldsmo- 
bile is interesting with its sloping tail, 
not seen for many years on an American 


car. The opposition of the rounded, 
pointed rear and the blunt, squared front 
is juxtaposed in the upper structure, 
which is rounded in front and severely 
square at the back. Body side treatment 
is designed to emphasize length, and 
follows the rear fender contours to a 
sharp point. At the other end of the 
side treatment is the most curious detail 
of the year: a serrated chrome piece 
which looks like the tuning knob of a 
portable radio, many times enlarged. It 
has been suggested that this is a device 
for focusing the headlamps; more prob- 
ably it is a device for focusing one’s eye 
at the front. The front end itself is rela- 
tively simple, though not as elegant as 
the F-85 which it resembles. Rear treat- 
ment is exaggerated and spoils the prom- 
ise of the simple deck area. Wheel covers 
must be among the most fanciful ever 
put in production. They may well become 
popular; they will never become practical. 

STYLIST #2 — Oldsmobile has the ad- 
vantage of the new GM roof line, which 
is a good answer to styling requirements 
and the problem of packaging people. 
However, it is unfortunate that the front 
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and rear treatments are as confused as 
the roof is simple. Yet the important 
thing to note here is that the rear quarter 
sections and the sides do add up to 
dynamic simplicity. 

STYLIST #3 — Olds could well be the 
top car in GM styling, instead of Pontiac, 
if only the rear end had not been handled 
so indelicately. The fault is the symmetri- 
cal bomb shapes—a cliche that has 
been around GM for centuries and seems 
to be management’s panacea for all its 
styling ills. The front end is really excit- 
ing and much better than Pontiac’s. The 
whole car from the rear axle forward is 
so crisp and well integrated it seems to 
reflect the ideas of one stylist — let’s 
hope next year he does the complete car. 


OLDSMOBILE F-85 





STYLIST +1 — Given the basic GM me- 
dium-compact body shell, Olds stylists 
have concentrated their efforts on the 
front of the F-85. The hood and fender 
sheet metal is modeled with authority; 
forms are subtle and precise. At the ends 
of the grille a sharp vee-line strikes a 
harsh note, and the grille itself is a little 
contrived, but the overall impression is 
good.’ Commonplace tail lights suggest 
that less time was devoted to rear styling. 
Details are well executed. The Oldsmobile 
name is billboarded across front and 
back, but other crests are discreet. 

STYLIST #2 — How near and yet how 
far! The same center body as the Buick 
Special, the same general themes as 
the senior Olds. But poor detail blend- 
ing and awkward shapes make the F-85 
a less happy picture, despite a clean 
rear bumper and a unique grille. 

STYLIST #3 — The best of GM’s com- 
pacts suffers a bit from overly sculp- 
tured sections in the cause, no doubt, 
of “identification.”” The only fault that 
is glaring, however, is the bumper wrap- 
around. It nearly touches the sweepspear 
and creates, thusly, slight confusion in 
an otherwise clean and pleasant car. 


PLYMOUTH 








STYLIST +1 — The 1961 Plymouth is 


remarkably anti-compact in its styling 
philosophy. It has been designed to an- 
nounce that it consumes more space 
than it can use. Consider the rear sheet 
metal: side and back panels are deeply 
inset to make it clear that the car is 
longer and wider. The same thing is 
evident at the front, where fenders and 
lamps protrude far beyond the grille. 

STYLIST +2 — The 1961 Plymouth is 
not the same advance in styling that 
the now-famous 1957 model was. It 
appears as if the front and rear com- 
ponents were designed in different stu- 
dios. A graceful upper section is the 
car’s best feature. 

STYLIST #3 — Probably the most strik- 
ing styling of the 1961 Chrysler Corpora- 
tion’s lines. The front end is overdone, 
but the rest of the car is very good and 
an excellent change for Plymouth. 


PONTIAC 








STYLIST +1 — The new divided grille 
of the 1961 Pontiac is a successful blend 
of the strong identity value of the 1959 
version with the tremendous visual width 
of last year’s design. The sculptured area 
between the grilles contrasts with the 
sharpness of the rest of the front; it is 


too deep and round for maximum effec- 
tiveness. The long ‘‘boom”’ side treat- 
ment helps make the car look longer. 
In a car so crisp in other areas, the 
curved windshield pillar looks out of 
place. The broken roof line and sharp 
rear quarter fit the overall scheme more 
comfortably. In the rear, fins come as 
a surprise, Pontiac having kept horizontal 
motifs previously. The whole rear end 
is well related to the front of the car. 

STYLIST #2 — It looks as if Pontiac is 
continuing to build a robust machine with 
styling elements that almost border on 
the excessive. Yet it all has been tied 
together into a design that fits firmly 
on wide-track wheels without ‘‘wide- 
track’’ styling. 

STYLIST +3 — The best of GM’s big 
car lines. The whole Pontiac crew de- 
serves praise for a really well styled, as 
well as well designed, American auto- 
mobile. Subtlety abounds. It’s terrific — 
the double radius section on the sides, 
the full wheel cutouts, the rear end. All 
show a sense of styling rare in Detroit. 


PONTIAC TEMPEST 





STYLIST +1 — The Tempest is prob- 
ably the best-looking of the three GM 
medium-compacts. It has strong make- 
identity which is achieved with simplicity. 
Its proportions are enhanced by large- 
diameter wheels. If one is to find fault 
with the design, it must be in terms of 
the superfluous trim: the front-fender 
ornaments, the chrome teeth in the side 
treatment, and the oversized crests on 
the rear fenders. 

STYLIST #2 — If this is the ‘luxury 
compact”’ school of styling, then the 
Tempest is from the teapot that brewed 
up a good job — just right in size, just 
right in identification and theme, with 
the correct number of fortunate details 
although not all of these have been 
perfected. 

STYLIST #3 — Compared with the big 
Pontiac, the Tempest is rather unsophis- 
ticated and conventional, chiefly through 
the use of familiar styling features. 
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RAMBLER 





deeply-inset headlamps. The small grille 
itself is neat and crisply shaped; it would 
be better without lettering. The new front 
is distinctive without being distinguished. 


RAMBLER AMERICAN 








STYLIST =1—A _ not altogether too 
successful break from traditional Ram- 
bler conservatism. 

STYLIST +2 — It shows that the men 
of Kenosha are gaining confidence in 
themselves, as well they should. 

STYLIST +3 — Rambler on the whole 
has improved tremendously in the last 
four years but the stylists still seem 
hampered by an unsympathetic engineer- 
ing staff. 


RAMBLER AMBASSADOR 





STYLIST +1 — Some of the most sur- 
prising changes of the year are those 
made in Ambassador styling. While the 
upper structure continues with the basic 
1956 line, and the rear end remains 
much as it was last year, the entire 
front end is new and radical. 


STYLIST +2 — Whether the new look is 
really any improvement is open to some 
question, however. Certainly the car is 
not well-integrated this year. 

STYLIST #3 — It is unexpected to find 
a car from AM which is designed to 
particularly accentuate length and over- 
hang, as is the Ambassador. The down- 
ward-sloping front sheet metal gives an 
impression of extra length, as do the 





STYLIST +1 — The grille texture, once 
the simplest in the industry, is now fussy 
and complicated. Body width is exagger- 
ated. A beveled section under the doors 
and around the wheel wells is required 
to return the skin to the unit-body struc- 


tural bracing. The side treatment is 
heavily sculptured to simulate fins at 
the rear. Upper structure (and, indeed, 
all inner structure) is retained from the 
basic 1950 Rambler. Though its windows 
are small by current standards, the roof 
has been given a modern squared profile. 

STYLIST =2 — A limited evolution of 
the previous design. 

STYLIST =3 — An unfortunate choice 
of grille texture soils a clean and simple 
design theme that might have been a 
real winner. 


STUDEBAKER LARK 














STYLIST +1 — Now in its third year of 
production, the Lark has undergone its 
first facelift. There can be no doubt that 


the new squared-off roof line is an im- 
provement, both in appearance and func- 
tion. The Lark had been suffering from 
an inherited seven-year-old upper struc- 
ture which severely limited rear-seat 
headroom. The new shape is much 
better suited to the blunt, chunky lines 
of the Lark body. Changes in headlamps 
and tail lights are not happy ones. Dual 
lights would seem to be a good idea at 
first glance, but a careful look at the 
"61 Lark will show that the smaller lenses 
tend to exaggerate the size of the car. 
Why the chrome strip should abandon 
the natural body indent line is a mystery. 

STYLIST #2 — The drastic surgery that 
made Larks out of Studebakers two years 
ago produced a healthy, although not 
outstanding looking, machine. The latest 
operation is less successful. 

STYLIST #3 — Lark still retains the 
straightforwardness of the old Loewy- 
designed basic body shell. Instead of 
correcting faults —tail lights and the 
sculptured section under the rear fins — 
Studebaker has erred in trying to facelift 
the car by raising the side trim. 


THUNDERBIRD 








TPF Ay * lila i tgs Bs er + Mishc 

STYLIST #1 — The problem of what to 
do with the slab-sided car has resulted 
in either excessive and confusing sculp- 
turing or too simple-looking, themeless 
designs. But the 1961 Thunderbird has 
an excellent side view embodying good 
themes as well as being unique and clean 
without losing good proportion. The rear 
deck is particularly well done. 

STYLIST #2 — A logical progression in 
style, this Thunderbird is a rather hand- 
some car from some angles but the front 
end is not one of them. Too liberal use 
of chrome has ruined what could have 
been an elegant introduction to an auto- 
mobile that is the result of much thought 
and planning. 

STYLIST #3 — An excellent continuity 
is displayed by the sensitive use of 
sheet metal on the sides and the double 
radius on the rocker panel blends quite 
nicely into a rather refined, if over- 
chromed, rear end. 
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STYLIST +1 — Trim additions to the 


1961 Valiant do little for the car, but 
happily do no serious harm. The origi- 
nal design was distinctive, in a busy 
way, and so it remains. Although the new 





VALIANT 


hardtop version has the same roof line 
and side window profile as the four-door 
sedan, it is more attractive in its sim- 
plicity. One might wish for more esthetic 
unity for the Valiant, but at least the size 
is right. ; 

STYLIST #2 — When any design gets 
too far off in styling, then the changes 
made in the following year are not easy. 
The Valiant in 1960 was probably the 
most individualistic design seen on a 
production car in many years — and in 









the alterations for 1961 it suffers from 
added details. 

STYLIST #3 — The Valiant is obviously 
the result of a limited styling budget at 
Plymouth. Dodge did better with its face- 
lift on the identical body shell. 
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THE FEMALE VIEWPOINT 


What could be farther removed from the comments 
of three male stylists than observations of female non- 
stylists? The points of agreement and disagreement 
in the case of the 1961 car styling are interesting and 
perhaps even significant. As a thumbnail experiment, 
the same set of photographs shown the three profes- 
sional men stylists were also shown to a group of five 
women, whose ages ranged from 18 to 40 and whose 
occupations included a college student, a career 
woman and three housewives. They, as most non- 
professionals do, reacted to the styling they saw, 
rather than analyzed it. Their reactions reduced to a 
few concise remarks are listed as follows car-by-car: 

BUICK — Very smart looking. Smooth. Simple and 
sleek. Quite plain but expensive looking. Grille is very 
attractive. (All of the five women liked the 1961 model.) 

BUICK SPECIAL — Very attractive upper. Smart 
lines. Glad there are no fins. Simple and in good 
taste. Would look good on the road. (All five women 
viewed the car favorably.) 

CADILLAC — Looks like a space machine. Rear end 
styling too extreme. Too long to be graceful. Beautiful 
and simple. Elegant. 

CHEVROLET — Lost’ a lot of style. Too many lines. 
Liked the 1959 better. All the tails are confusing. Too 
much pinball effect in back. 

_ CHRYSLER — Heavy looking. Tails extreme. Too 
much chrome. 

COMET — It resembles the Thunderbird. Graceful 
and snappy. Stops too abruptly in front. (A majority 
of the women approved of its appearance. 

CORVAIR — Very good looking. Best looking small 
car on the road. Very distinctive. Very neat. Isn't 
affected looking. Good basic, functional lines. (All the 
women critics liked the Corvair.) 

CORVETTE — Wow! Wish we had the money! Now 
i'm a frustrated sports car buyer. 

DE SOTO — Like better than most fin styling. Front 
doesn’t blend with rear. Front stops too abruptly. 
Different looking. 

DODGE AND DART — Do not like the tails. 

FALCON — Cute and unaffected. Like the lack of 
fins. Nice simple lines. Grille is very nice. Not too 
gingered up. 


FORD — Simple and good. Like it much better than 
last year. Very well balanced. Ford has done it again. 
They come back better than ever. A sure winner. (All 
the women liked the car.) 


IMPERIAL — Looks like a DC-7 from the rear. Awk- 
ward. Not well styled. 


LANCER — Simple and cute. The rear is nice and 
clean and uncluttered. No point to the small side 
window. Front windshield looks too small. (A majority 
of the women liked the Lancer’s looks.) 


LINCOLN — Nothing should be changed. I'll take six. 
Really clean. Too plain. Looks bottom heavy. Elegant 
looking. Locks ‘too much like a boat. (Among the 
women, two liked the car very much and three didn’t 
like it at all.) 


MERCURY — Smart looking. Too much chrome. 
Clean cut lines. Very good looking. Bumpers look 
heavy. Well designed straight lines. 


OLDSMOBILE — Like the front but not the back. 
Lines are simple. The upper part is attractive. Rear 
end looks like a torpedo. Best looking Olds in four 
or five years. (Four of the five women did not like 
the back styling.) : 

OLDSMOBILE F-85 — Like very much. Very graceful. 
The grille is so simple and so attractive. The front 
and rear are very well matched. The downward sweep- 
ing line is hard to get used to. Upper part of car is 
graceful and chic. Small side window looks useless 
and spoils otherwise straightforward styling. 

PLYMOUTH — it’s not pretty enough. The car looks 
off balance. Has a custom appearance. 

PONTIAC — Very ~ beautiful. Sleek, smooth and ex- 
pensive looking. Smartest styling yet. (Four liked very 
much — one preferred the 1960 model's appearance.) 


PONTIAC TEMPEST — Do not like as much as the 
big Pontiac. All right but nothing special. Can’t find 
any particular fault, but just not impressed. 

RAMBLER — Grille is different but attractive. Too 
many different lines on hood and sides. Small side 
window has no reason for being. 

RAMBLER AMERICAN — Grille is too fancy for rest 
of car. Might look better on the road. 

STUDEBAKER LARK — Upper is all right. Front and 
back are chopped off. 

THUNDERBIRD — Looks like a jet. Smooth. Looks 
like it could fly without half trying. Great. Too much. 

VALIANT — Will look cute on the road. Grille looks 


awkward. Appears as if they tried to make a low-priced 
car look expensive. 














Special Report — 
1961 T-BIRD 


by John Lawlor 


NEW THUNDERBIRD is bound to be one of the year’s most 
talked-about cars. Already, in the few weeks since its first 
showing, its advanced styling has become a subject of contro- 
versy. People seem to like it very much or not at all; few 
express an opinion in between the two extremes. 

But looks are only a part of the car’s story for ’61. Its 
changes in engineering are just as extensive as those in appear- 
ance. 

Late last summer, I was lucky enough to visit Dearborn 
and drive the new Thunderbird. Because the particular car 
was a prototype, I didn’t want to push it too hard and, because 
the public announcement date was still a couple of months 
away, I wasn’t allowed to take it outside the test track. So I 
couldn’t form any final conclusions about its performance and 
roadability; those will have to await a full-scale road test. 

But I was able to check its new features first-hand, finding 
out what they are and how they work. 

And there are lots of them. Body and chassis components 
are completely different from those used last year while the 
power train has been modified so extensively it’s the next best 
thing to new. 

The one aspect of design that remains the same is the 
overall concept. The new Thunderbird is exactly the same kind 
of car as the ‘58 through ’60 models. It would’ve been foolish 
to change; in its concept is the very key to the car’s success 

Ever since the first two-seater appeared six years ago, the 
Thunderbird has been unique. Ford originally called it a 
personal car and introduced a new idea to the motoring public. 
From ‘55 through 57, the two-seater combined the convenience 
of relatively small dimensions with the performance, comfort 
and prestige of a full-sized convertible. 

Most of all, it emphasized dramatic styling. The "57 model, 
especially, has become a minor classic. Today, it’s one of the 
most admired cars of its vintage. 

Then, in '58, the Thunderbird idea was amplified into a 
completely new design for four passengers. It was larger, 
though still not the size of an ordinary Ford, and placed a 
new stress on distinction and luxury. The interior layout was 
particularly unusual, featuring four individual seats divided 
down the middle by a console above the drive-shaft. 

MOTOR TREND saw the car as a portent of the future and 
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There's been a big change 
in the Thunderbird for 1961. 
This test analysis tells 

how it compares with 

its popular predecessors 
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THOUGH ALL NEW IN DESIGN, THE LATEST THUNDERBIRD RETAINS THE GENERAL CONCEPT OF THE ‘58 THROUGH ‘60 FOUR-SEAT MODELS. 


presented its Car of the Year Award to “Ford Division for the 
overall concept of the 1958 Thunderbird — a car that combines 
safety with performance and comfort with compactness.” 
Through ’59 and ’60, the four-seater continued without any 


basic changes, gaining each year in prestige and popularity. 
Thus, the 61 Thunderbird is heir to quite a tradition. When 
I saw it for the first time, I was anxious to see how well it 
measured up to its forebears. 
The design of the body is the basis of the car’s distinction; 
not just in styling but in overall size and arrangement. So, 
before I actually drove the car, I examined it carefully. 


In size, the new model is virtually the same as the ’60. 
Its 113-inch wheelbase and 52.5-inch height are identical 
with last year’s figures while the 205-inch length is three- 
tenths-of-an-inch shorter and the 75.9-inch width is 1.1 inches 
less. 

The body is now of dual-unitized construction, consisting 
of separate front and rear sections welded together at the 
cowl. Although this is primarily for manufacturing ease, it 
has the theoretical advantage of providing greater rigidity. 
Two compact structures are stronger than a single, larger unit. 

Probably the one biggest improvement in body engineering 
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is easier entry and exit. The windshield dogleg has been 
eliminated, not only removing the obstacle itself but allowing 
the front edge of the door opening to be reshaped and placed 


further forward. As a result, front seat foot clearance and 
overall door opening have been increased three inches. 
Overhead clearance has also been improved by curved 


door glass, which arches slightly into the roof. 

To simplify driver entry and exit in particular, the steering 
wheel and column swing approximately 10.5 inches to the 
right. The movement is guided and supported by a curved 
channel under the dash and pivots on a flexible coupling below 
the steering gear housing ahead of the cowl. 

Placing the gear selector in PARK unlocks the column and 
placing it in any driving range, which cannot be done with 
the wheel swung aside, locks it back in the straight-ahead 
position. Thus, the wheel must be in its proper place before 
the car can be driven. 

To judge the improvement for myself, I stepped in and 
out of ‘57 and '60 Thunderbirds before I tried the new model. 
The difference is truly remarkable. For such a low car, access 
to the passenger compartment is now exceptionally good. 

In fact, the added clearance is so good that I don’t see 
It takes a bit of effort 


the necessity of the swinging wheel 
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to unlock the column and swing it aside and, with the increased 
distance between the seat and door jamb, the driver has little 
difficulty getting his legs in or out when the wheel is in 
driving position. I suspect many owners will ignore the feature, 
once the novelty wears off. 

Other interior changes are minor but add up to greater 
comfort and convenience. The individual seats have been re- 
designed with heavier foam rubber padding and have greater 
shoulder- and hip-room. The console separating the compart- 
ment has been reduced in size about 25 per cent and now houses 
the cigar lighter, ash trays and a small glove box. The radio 
speaker and window controls, previously located in the console, 
have been moved to conventional positions. 

Among other new details are a radio that is fully transistor- 
ized and a rear-view mirror attached directly to the windshield 
with vinyl lamination. 

With unit construction, a new body means a new chassis. 
Ford has taken advantage of the opportunity to re-engineer 
the suspension, steering and brakes. 

The Thunderbird is one of several ’61 cars to feature what 
engineers call “controlled wheel recession.” In simpler terms, 
the wheels bounce fore-and-aft as well as up-and-down. The 
distance involved is only about a quarter-of-an-inch but it’s 
enough to allow unsprung parts of the car to react more 
flexibly to road shocks, so overall riding qualities are smoother 


and quieter. 
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The idea isn’t completely new; Mercedes-Benz has long 
used something similar. For the first time, though, it’s receiv- 
ing serious attention in this country. 

At the front, there’s a new arrangement of coil springs 
with upper and lower control arms. The lower arm is a single, 
Marrow unit instead of being A-shaped. From its outer end, 
a strut runs forward to a rubber bushing in the frontal structure. 
It’s this bushing that permits the back-and-forth wheel move- 
ment. 

Lincoln and Cadillac have similar layouts this year, with one 
difference. Their coil springs are placed between the control 
arms while the Thunderbird’s are above the upper arms, like 
those of the Falcon, Comet and Rambler. 

The rear suspension resembles the ’61 Mercury’s. The for- 
ward mounts of the semi-elliptic springs consist of new tension 
shackles that allow the wheels to move to the rear. Arms 
extending from the shackles to rubber mounts on the frame 
control the amount of movement. 

These shackles have some additional advantages; they act as 
insulators and, under load, provide a build-up of the spring 
rates. 

To try the new springing, I took the car over a stretch 
of concrete pavement laced with tar strips. I found to my 
surprise that I had to pay very close attention or I wasn't 
aware of the wheels hitting the strips. The passenger compart- 
ment was almost completely insulated from the usual jarring, 
thumping sensation. 

Then I turned to some rough surfaces, gravel, cobblestones 
and just plain rocks. These I could hear and feel, though 
certainly not to the degree I would’ve in many other cars. 

By this time, I knew the ’61 Thunderbird was even better 
on the boulevard than its predecessors. Still, how would it 
handle on the open highway? 

For greater stability, the tread has been increased one inch 
in front and three inches in the rear. But the biggest handling 
change is in the steering. Power is now standard and the 
overall ratio has been cut from 25-to-1 to 20.3-to-1. In 
addition, the diameter of the steering wheel has been reduced 
an inch to 16 inches for a handier feel. 

Taking a series of constant radius curves, I discovered 
the car cornered with noticeably less body lean. And I was 
immediately impressed with the steering. It’s not only quicker 
but has a more positive feel and returns more precisely. At 
the same time, it requires no greater effort than it did in 
previous models. 

Power brakes have also been standardized. Incorporating 
self-adjustment, they have been increased in gross lining area 
to 233.75 square inches from 208 square inches in ’60. 

One chassis improvement found in the Ford Motor Company’s 
other big cars for 61 but rejected at the last minute for the 
Thunderbird is the 30,000-mile lubrication interval. When 
I asked the reason: for the omission, I was told the high torque 
of the car’s new 390-cubic-inch engine required that the drive 
shaft universal joints be serviced more frequently. 

However, the interval has been extended to 4,000 miles 
coinciding with the oil change recommendation for maximum 
convenience. 

The new powerplant is essentially a bored and_ stroked 
version of last year’s 352-cubic-inch unit. It develops the same 
horsepower, 300 at 4600 rpm, but torque has been boosted 


The sports-car-like interior of the two-seater gave way 
to a new concept of four individual seats, divided 

by a console, in the ’58 through ’60 models. 

The latest version retains the same layout but 

with such refinements as heavier foam rubber padding 
and a redesigned console about 25 per cent smaller. 
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to 427 pounds-feet at 2800 rpm from the 352’s 381 pounds-feet 
at the same crankshaft speed. The carburetor is a four-barrel 
and the compression ratio 9.6-to-1. 

This, incidentally, is the ‘61 Thunderbird’s only engine. 
The 350-hp, 430-cubic-inch option borrowed from Lincoln 
isn’t offered in the car any more. 

The Cruiseomatic transmission, a torque 
three-speed automatic, is also standard; manual and overdrive 
have been dropped completely. It’s basically similar to the 
60 unit but is about 25 pounds lighter and has a new method 
of shift control, relying on manifold vacuum instead of a 
mechanical linkage. The final item in the power train, the 
rear axle ratio, is an even 3-to-1. 

Performance was the one driving quality 


converter and 


I couldn't assess 


with any accuracy while at Dearborn. Certainly, the car felt 
smooth and powerful but so does any big V-8. 
little calculating, the ‘61 


Thunderbird doesn’t 


To do a 










Virtually the same size as 
the ’60 Thunderbird, the 








seem to have quite as good a weight-to-power ratio as the ’60. 
With 160 pounds greater weight, the new version has 13.7 
pounds per horsepower while its predecessor, with the standard 
352 engine, has 13.1 pounds per horsepower. This, combined 
with the new model’s higher gearing, would indicate slightly 
slower acceleration. 

However, this is all based on the assumption both 300-hp 
engines actually develop something like 300 hp. I’m not sure 
they do. The greater displacement and higher torque of the 
new 390 suggest that it’s a significantly more powerful unit. 
My own suspicion is that the 352 was rated optimistically while 
the 390 produces closer to an honest 300 hp. 

Which leaves a lot of unanswered questions about the 
new Thunderbird. When a production version can be fully 
road tested, MT will discuss these in detail. 

On the basis of the prototype, though, I believe the ’61 
model shows a new level of sophistication in its engineering. 
Without diminishing the particular appeal of the old two- 
seater nor the trailblazing of the previous four-seater, the 
latest Thunderbird looks to me like the best one yet. /MT 


Although exterior width has been reduced, the rear seats 
have more shoulder and hip room than last year. 
Vinyl, Bedford cord and leather upholsteries are offered. 


At the rear,a return to a single pair of circular tail 
lights not only distinguishes the ’61’s appearance 
but allows a lower deck opening for better trunk access. 









new model’s wheelbase is 113 
inches, length 205 inches, 
width 75.9 inches and height 
52.5 inches. The overall 

curb weight is 4117 pounds. 
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One of the biggest advances in the ’61 Thunderbird’s 
body engineering is improved entry and exit. Not 
only is the door opening larger and better shaped 
but a unique steering wheel that swings out of the 
way is standard equipment. The double exposure 
below shows how it moves 10.5 inches to the right. 
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By Bill Dredge 


AN‘S GREATEST mass assault on the land speed barrier —a 
M succession of record attempts by five different cars and 
drivers which kept the salt flats at Bonneville, Utah humming 
with exhaust noise for two solid months — finally came to 
naught September 21. . 

In the cool hours of dawn on that day, Mickey Thompson, 
the 31-year-old ex-printer from El Monte, California who this 
year earned the cheers of two nations, threw down his tools 
and sadly announced his intention to quit for the season. 

It had been a lonely final week for Thompson, left on the 
vast salt course with only his 14-man crew and a few other 
close friends. And, even though he finally failed to break the 
13-year-old speed record of 394.7 mph set by the late John 
Cobb, he stood alone as the fastest man on land with a one-way 
timed pass down the salt at a blazing 406 mph. That run, made 
a few days before he quit for the season, was officially timed 
by the U.S. Auto Club crew on the flats and will stand as a 
one-way record. 

This long parade to the salt flats in 1960 probably started 
four years ago, with Thompson’s discovery that a slingshot 
dragster, powered by two full-house Chrysler engines, had such 
wallop that there was every reason to believe automobile 
engines could develop enough poke to beat Cobb’s record, set 
with two giant Napier 12-cylinder aircraft piston engines. Use 
of automobile piston engines had long since been abandoned 
as a practical approach to the fastest land mile. The English, 
who have held the record constantly since 1928, when Keech, 
the last American to hold the record, pushed a White Simplex 
race car to 207 mph, have clung fast to the huge aircraft type 
of engine. 

And Kreech’s record, set at Daytona, was short lived indeed, 
for Seagrave shattered the 207 figure the very next year with 
a whacking 231 mph in an Irving Special, again demonstrating 
the triumph of a giant engine, powering a giant machine. 


. 


Dawn saw Thompson’s untiring crew readying Challenger 
I for record run in which Thompson screamed 
across Bonneville at 406 mph for one-way record. 


So Thompson’s total concept was daring in his very source 
of power. No actual production passenger car engine had 
graced the salt since the Packard-Duesenberg days of Ralph de 
Palma and Tommy Milton, back in 1919 and 1920. Thompson 
soon abandoned the old dragster with its Chrysler engines in 
favor of a far more thoroughly engineered vehicle which turned 
up with the highly complicated installation of four Pontiac V-8 
powerplants, each engine, so to speak, accountable for the 
motion of one wheel. The car, to Bonneville hot rodders, looked 
like a fearsome weapon for the war on John Cobb’s old mark. 
And it sounded even more so. But Thompson had his troubles 
all last year, and the wise boys who watched him predicted 
that his theory of a solid bolt-down of frame to axles would 
foredoom all his efforts to failure. 

There were days, both last year and this, when it looked 
like these predictions were to prove correct. The Thompson 
car, by now named Challenger I, provided the most kidney- 
busting ride since cars were invented. Thompson more than 
once has sought emergency medical care for an abdominal 
cavity all but turned to jelly by the pounding of his homemade 
monster. 

While Mickey was turning up speeds in the middle 300-mph 
range back in 1959, he sparked a big firebrand of ambition in 
the breast of a complete tyro on the salt. This Salt Lake City 
mechanic, Athol Graham, who had turned down chances to 
build and race stock cars on the Utah City’s fairgrounds oval 
because “that kind of stuff is just too dangerous,” began to 
yearn for a crack at John Cobb’s record on his neighboring 
salt flats. It is history now that when he first appeared at 
the Speed Week trials, he was all but tossed off the flats, so 
weird and unfinished was his equipment, with a blaring big 
Allison precariously mounted on a spidery Cadillac frame. But 
Graham, one of the quietest of the quiet young men, persisted, 
and finally with some tire assistance from Firestone, he arrived 
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at the salt last November with a rebuilt car which was still 
tacky in many respects — but it went quickly. 

Graham tried briefly, went back to Salt Lake and returned 
again in December—an unheard-of season for a salt bed 
attack on the record. But the surface was strangely perfect 
and in the biting winter cold, Graham made a 344-mph run 
look ridiculously easy. He was driving the Allison streamliner 
through a homemade cobbled-up torque converter and differen- 
tial, so that when wheelspin set in during the early phases of 
his runs, he left narrow strips of burning rubber down the salt. 

It was perhaps Graham's easy success at exceeding 300 mph 
with a car that couldn’t have cost him more than $5000 that 
sparked interest in at least half a dozen other builders who 
began to eye the long-standing Cobb mark of 394 mph for 
the two-way run. 

The wiseacres who had forecast instant doom for Graham 
gtew pop-eyed as the car went through at speeds close to 
Thompson's best times, with wheelspin evident all the way 
through the timing traps. So evident was the rising and falling 


BONNEVILLE — 1960 
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Cocky Campbell strolls away from his Bluebird after 
pushing speedo briefly to 200 mph. Two weeks later 
smile was gone after Campbell car had cracked up. 


Mickey Thompson is not probing space, but a few minutes 
later he screeched across the flats faster than man 
has ever driven a wheel-powered vehicle. 


Blubird shortly before it flew into failure. Campbell 
lost control, spun the turbo-prop-powered car into a 
300-mph crackup and for a while was actually airborne. 
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note of the Allison that it sounded like a tired old Ford road- 
ster with a slipping clutch. But that 344 time on the freezing 
December day was to be Graham’s closest approach to immor- 
tality in the halls of land speed fame. He was first man out on 
the salt for the 1960 season, and the ease with which his 
earlier runs had been made deprived him of the innate caution 
which must be part of every high-speed pass along the salt in 
an automobile — if the driver is to live and race another day. 


lightweight little chassis off the mark at the north, or Floating 
Island, end of the course and drove straight into oblivion. 
Those who saw him go knew that the crosswinds were too 














strong for a hard run. Wind gauges had read from 13 to 15 
mph. And Graham hadn’t bothered, apparently, to check the 
action of his redesigned differential, which this time was 
locked up solid to improve his traction. A combination of 
torque effect, the crosswind and his determination to bury his 
foot in the big bellowing Allison put the car into an imme- 
diate drift angle from which it never recovered. 

In post-mortems, it appeared likely that calm young Athol 
Graham was seated so far in the nose of the car that he was 
unable to detect his rapidly increasing drift until it was too 
late to correct it. It tumbled 4000 feet along the course, a 
shattered ruin of a car. They estimated he had her buzzing at 
300 when he lost control. Graham’s tragedy — he died in a 
Salt Lake hospital minutes after he was flown in from the salt 
— left a strong mark on every other contender who followed 
him to the salt flats. 

After Graham, the cigar-shaped Flying Caduceus, named for 
the traditional symbol of the physician, was already standing 
by for a turn on the salt with its owner, Dr. Nathan Ostich 
of Los Angeles, cocked and primed for the greatest adventure 
of his life. The Ostich car was indeed a departure in a totally 
different direction, conceived by the doctor and his close associ- 
ate, Ray Brock, technical editor of Hot Rod Magazine, and one 
of the oldest heads in the streamliner business. Ostich and 
Brock, although they realized that a pure jet engine couldn’t 
qualify for the official world land speed mark because the car 
ran on pure thrust without coupling of power to wheels, 
decided there was such giant potential in the J-47 jet that 
fantastic speeds in the 500-mph realm were possible. And 500, 
if attained, would be such a thundering accomplishment that 
the lack of official recognition would be meaningless. 

But the Ostich-Brock effort was destined for no such simple 
“jump in and go” activity as either the Thompson Challenger 
or the Graham Allison. At the very outset, the jet engine, care- 
fully tuned and checked by experts in Los Angeles, developed 





Without so much as a preliminary trial, Graham booted his’ 





teething troubles the minute Firestone’s 244-pound wheel and 
tire units got salty. A faulty fuel pump took the first chunk of 
precious time from the calendar, starting trouble took some 
more, then some low-speed runs were made to check parachute 
ejection in the preliminary braking. Finally, with current prob- 
lems apparently all on the “solved” list, the crew enlisted the 
aid of two civilian jet engine experts from Hill Air Force Base 
in Ogden, Utah. This pair, following regular aircraft proce- 
dures, ran the engine up to “trim” it for maximum efficiency 
at full throttle. But they had not reckoned with the wire- 
reinforced fiberglass air intake ducts. So enormous was the 
suction of the J-47 engine’s giant turbine blades that the frail 
ducts were sucked together and collapsed, since there was no 
forward motion by the car to keep the channels packed with air. 

In a last-minute effort to save the day, Air Force people 
cooperated to fly the damaged air ducts to Ogden, where other 
civilian workers aided in the rebuilding of the collapsed pieces. 
The repaired parts were installed during an all-night labor 
session, and shortly after dawn, Dr. Ostich was ready to ramble 
in the big stove pipe once again. He got the high-wheeled 
monster up to a humming 250-mph mark, but the new ducts, 
still “green” from lack of time to cure the plastic, caved in 
again, and that ended the first Ostich week at Bonneville. 

The Ostich-Brock crew still had a chance to shoot for the 
moon, however, because an open week existed on the salt from 
September 4 through 11, and the big cigar was trundled back 
to Los Angeles for a full house repair job on the air ducts, 
plus a final checkover. 

It was Mickey Thompson’s turn at bat now, and he rolled a 
smartly redesigned Challenger onto the salt as the Ostich crew 
prepared to leave. Front and rear contours had been redone 
on Challenger, four howling GMC 671 superchargers had been 
mounted and two long blisters on the low hood enclosed these 
new power packs. 

Again there was head-shaking by the experts that the blisters 
would tear off, that the air would “pack” around the upper 
engine compartment and that other terrible things would ensue. 
There was an atmosphere of fore-ordained failure around the 
salt by this time, for Donald Campbell, the larking Englishman, 


Mickey Thompson and part of his 14-man crew worked 
until fatigue overtook them, then literally dropped 
their wrenches to slump into corners and rest. 

Despite efforts Challenger was plagued with mishaps. 
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was already on the water with his $4,500,000 Bluebird, product 
of England’s biggest, best and wealthiest automotive brains. It 
looked to almost everyone but Mickey as if Campbell and the 
Bluebird would blow off any records that Thompson, Ostich, 
or anyone else might set. 

Thompson, who felt his car now had ample horsepower to 
do the job, with the four big Jimmy air pumps pushing alcohol 
through the four Pontiacs like a muscatel going into a wino 
on payday, immediately struck a series of snags that set him 
to pulling out hair in hand-fulls. 

During the running of Speed Week, the land speed course 
had deteriorated steadily, and large areas were rough as the 
proverbial cob. Thompson, with his no-suspension chassis, had 
decided that the hot rod course, although at least three miles 
shorter, would be the best possible bet, and settled for that one, 
muttering all the while to himself and anyone else who would 
listen, about impossible braking problems involved with the 
usable course cut to just a little over 11 miles instead of the 
customary 14- to 15-mile length of the original land speed 
course. 

Next came winds to balk his attempts. And after Graham’s 
failure, winds were regarded with more dread than ever. The 
wait for a calm day was interrupted with a howling Bonneville 
rainstorm, which put the salt bed back into its original watery 
condition, and the course was at least one-third submerged for 
two days after the storm. Friction developed between Thompson 
and the Bonneville Speedway Association. There seemed little 
real cause for it — but it was there, and tempers already frayed, 
reached the breaking point. 

In the middle of all this, the Donald Campbell crew had 
arrived, looking more like a military invasion force than 
anything else. There was no question that every bit of the 
Campbell preparations was superb. 

While Thompson’s Challenger I rested in a repair shop 
beside a filling station, Campbell and his smartly uniformed 
crew of 28 (count em) mechanics and technicians, worked 
in a huge and airy hangar at the old Wendover air base. 
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Dr. Nathan Ostich, barely visible in snout-like cockpit 
of his jet-powered car, is given final briefing 
by pit crew directed by engineer-designer Ray Brock. 


Coincident with Campbell’s arrival by private aircraft from 
Los Angeles by way of Las Vegas with his glamorous cafe 
singer wife, a small army of English newspapermen moved 
in, occupying most of three Wendover motels. Campbell held 
a press conference at the Aero Club in Salt Lake and the 
British press, accompanied by a few salt-stained newspaper and 
magazine men, trooped from Wendover to Salt Lake in a fleet 
of spanking-new Rover passenger cars, also part of the vast 
Campbell equipage. 

Campbell adapted a somewhat Churchillian approach and 
newsmen were amazed to learn this dashing son of Sir Mal- 
colm Campbell, a veritable hot dog himself on the salt flats, 
had never driven an automobile quicker than one gallop in a 
Mercedes-Benz at 140 mph. 

“Really old boy,” he told one reporter, “I quite prefer flying 
as a mode of getting about. What land travel I do at home 
is usually in the rear seat of a chauffeured car.” 

But there was no doubt about Campbell’s prowess at going 
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Art Arfons’ Green Monster, Allison powered and brutally 
tested by butting nose against stone wall with power 
turned on, promised much but was also plagued with 

Bonneville bugs on the big day at the Salt Flats. 


fast on water. Since the early 1950s, he has set, re-set, broken 
and re-broken the world’s water speed record. Crashes are 
nothing new to the dapper Englishman either. But his land 
speed experience was less than that held by some of the 
reporters who were interviewing him. 

Meanwhile, back on the salt, Thompson was hell-bent on 
running for the record — weather, bumps, wind and a million 
smaller problems notwithstanding. The things that had been 
reckoned as big potential handicaps, such as possible tire, wheel 
or brake failure, were non-existent. The big “battle of tires” 
that had been feared never entered the picture. Mickey’s Good- 
years, remarkably small on passenger-car-sized wheels, sameper- 
fectly, just as did the big Firestones on the huge wheels-of the 
Ostich car. A third tire company, England’s Dunlop, bsought 
80 tires and almost as many huge wheels over with Bluebird, 
and they anticipated no problems. The fuel suppliers, Mobiloil 
for all the Americans and British Petroleum for Campbell, 
likewise had it made. 
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It was just a case of Thompson sweating out weather and 
course conditions. And sweat them he did. 

The shadow of Athol Graham was everywhere. Each time 
Mickey made a pass up the salt or down again, he personally 
alerted the ambulance driver and the pilot of the Mobilgas 
DC-3 airplane which stood by on the salt for more than a week. 

But Thompson couldn’t seem to get under way for a single 
really hot pass across the salt. Just when it appeared that he 
had everything in hand, he developed wheelspin, more on front 
wheels than on the rear. Tires were shifted to another tread 
compound for a better bite. The salt was still slick and mushy 
from the rain, and by afternoon each day, new quantities of 
moisture would be absorbed from the apparently dry atmosphere. 

Then Thompson decided he must change the clutches on his 
four engines to try and cure the wheelspin. This had become 
a growing problem with the condition of the salt and the 
shortened course, which demanded that he hang his foot in 
it far earlier than he would have needed to, had he had the 
extra miles that the old land speed course contained. The clutch 
change involved a hurried phone call to the Shiefer plant in 
San Diego, the flying of new sets of beefed-up clutches from 
San Diego to Los Angeles, to Salt Lake and finally to Bonneville. 

By the time all this had happened, Thompson’s reserved time 
on the salt had ended, and the open week was at hand. This 
turned Bonneville into a close resemblance to a busy dragstrip 
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— only the participants were running 12 miles each way, and 
going for broke at speeds no hot rodder had even envisioned 
five years earlier. 

Art Arfons, the Akron, Ohio dragstrip demon, arrived with 
his hastily completed Green Monster, which had a traditional 
Arfons Allison piston engine streamlined into its humpbacked, 
droop-snoot shape. 

Campbell poked his crew into action for that week, and the 
full grandeur of the Campbell Bluebird Project was unloosed 
on the salt-happy bystanders. 

It was wonderful almost to the point of hilarity. Crowds 
streamed out from Salt Lake and nearby villages as the word 
went around that Bluebird was ready to run. At the proper 
time, a caravan of exactly 25 vehicles streamed off the highway 
and onto the salt bed, a giant English-builte tractor and semi- 
trailer leading the way with Bluebird perched high on the bed. 

A string of buzzing little Land Rovers, converted to have 
starting generators, others used as fire trucks, ambulances and 


just roustabout vehicles, followed. The British press arrived in 
nearly a score of shiny new Rover sedans, and the whole 
contingent, after a suitable pause at the timing shack to pay 
respects, wound up at the south end of the course. A proper 
shelter was erected, and it looked for a few minutes as if tea 
would be prepared and served to all hands, piping hot and 
laced with rum. But the wheels turned around and not much 
more than three hours later, Bluebird stood ready to have her 
Bristol-Siddeley Proteus turbo-prop engine lit off. 

Campbell had arrived himself, quaffed some soda pop and 
stepped into Bluebird’s nose cockpit, his head adorned with a 
battered U.S. Air Force jet jockey’s helmet which belonged to 
Peter Carr, Campbell’s relief driver and close buddy. The hat, 
gay with checkerboarding, was a crash lid that no American 
hot rodder would have dreamed of using, but Campbell insisted 
on wearing it. His chief cockpit mascot was a tiny teddy-bear 
which he called “Woppit,” and with that taped into position 
on a seat strut, he was ready to run. 

But a hitch came, just as hitches had come to Ostich, to 
Thompson, and were still due for Arfons and his Monster. 
Bluebird piddled fluid onto the salt in a most disgraceful man- 
ner, and the vehicle which had managed to make Thompson’s 
car look like a streamliner version of a tired MG sports car, 
finally took on an air of humility. 

The British were fallible, after all. 





Much arm waving and valve turning ensued, the leak seemed 
to stop, Campbell ground up the track for a few feet in a false 
start and it developed he was unfamiliar with the switches on 
his complex instrument panel. The entire instrument matter 
was pretty much out of Campbell’s hands, however, for more 
than a dozen sensing units built into the mighty car were set 
up to transmit their findings by a telemeter system, through 
radio, to control panels fitted into trucks at pitside. Thus, 
everything that happened in Bluebird’s fancy insides would be 
instantly known to Chief Mechanic Leo Villa and his staff of 
uniformed technicians. And Villa, if he wished, or had time, 
could casually tell Campbell by radio that his left rear wheel 
bearing was warm, just as he entered the one-mile traps. 

Campbell, finally, had only to know where the loud pedal 
was, how to shut things off and turn them on, and that was 
about it. His only two instruments, an accelerometer and a 
speed indicator, were cleverly arranged in a system of mirrors 
and a projector so that their dials appeared to Campbell to 
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be plastered out on the salt in giant replicas, 100 feet or so 
ahead of the speeding car. He had no reason to ever let his 
glance stray from the black course marker, an item which by 
this time has been sorely faded by the rainstorm. 

While Campbell cruised up-salt at a leisurely 120 mph for 
his first feel-out ride, then cruised back again to tap 200 mph 
on his speedo, Thompson was still back in nearby Wendover, 
sweating, straining and probably swearing at the task of install- 
ing his new clutches. 

The Bluebird people came in, consigned the car back to the 
Air Base hangar for more days of tickling, adjusting and align- 
ment. Campbell went back to Salt Lake with his attractive 
wife, and Mickey’s boys reported for running the next morning. 


BONNEVILLE — 1960 


By this time, Arfons was running, but not well, for some 
of the cooling system problems which had plagued Graham’s 
similar Allison engine the year before were now roosting on 
Arfons’ shoulders. 

Doc Ostich, Ray Brock and Co. were back again with the 
Flying Caduceus by this time, and they were making edgy 
preliminary runs. 

The Ostich-Brock jet car soon gave up, when a trial run 
to 300 mph showed that wheel reaction, especially in the 
front end, was all to the bad. Up to that speed, Ostich and 
Brock had both been delighted with handling. But on that 
run, the crew held the car in check with brakes until the jet 
engine was wound tightly, then let her off to a blistering early 
pace, compared with previous runs. 

Spindles and the total concept of steering and suspension 
units were agreed to be too light, and the car is back at the 
shops in Los Angeles, with both Dr. Ostich and Brock plan- 
ning on a November record assault if weather allows. 
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Doctor Ostich in his final assault on the 500-mph mark 
pops chute after front end became unsteady when the 
J-47 jet streamliner reached the 300-mph range. 


Arfons, too, tossed in the towel after no more than four 
runs up and down in his Monster. He was satisfied with his 
trip. But there were still far too many bugs for a serious run. 

But Mickey stayed grimly with it, and on September 9 he 
pulled on his helmet, his $1.98 horsehide gloves, an oxygen 
mask, his goggles and an all-encompassing face plate. He 
wedged his head into a special steel plate crevice he had built 
to keep himself wedged into position. His crew fastened shoul- 
der harness, a chest belt, a lap belt, a thigh belt, arm straps 
and leg straps, and Thompson, like a well trussed turkey, took 
off like a hot and angry rocket. He whooped the Challenger 
up to 406 miles an hour, climbed out with a happy whoop and 
pitched in with his weary crew to tickle the car back into a 
return run. But the great, whistling red-eyed jinx was right 
there on his shoulder. A drive line broke when he was no 
more than off the mark, and that cooked the Thompson goose 
once more. 

Now is was Campbell’s turn, and the Englishman with no 
land racing experience had set September 12 as the time to 
make his first hot pass down the salt. That day came and went, 
the Campbell times crept up, and finally on September 16, he 
set Out to turn the tap full on and try for the record his father 
had held for year after year before John Cobb broke it for good. 

The boys are still arguing about just what did happen to 
the magnificent blue English streamliner. It took off after suit- 
able run-up on a north to south course — the same direction, 
the same area, that the Graham crash took. 

He went off the line, accelerated furiously and it seemed 
to be the Athol Graham story all over again. The car went 
out of control about a mile and a half from the starting point. 
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It drifted, yawed and heeled over hard under the heavy accel- 
erator foot of the Englishman. It climbed up on one side, then 
lurched into the air and became airborne, bounding back to 
the lake bed in whacking great jounces that tore first one 
right wheel off, then another. 

Most witnesses agreed that it did not flip, and the amazing 
honeycomb chassis construction proved its worth by saving a 
life. They pulled Campbell out with cuts and bruises about the 
face and rushed him pell mell to a small hospital in nearby. 
Toelle, Utah. 

There he was in shock. He appeared not to know exactly 
what had happened. Back on the salt, a sad band of mechanics 
led by Leo Villa, who tutored Campbell’s famous father in the 
fine art of speed, concluded that they'd bought the farm with 
Bluebird. 

The show was over for this year. Bag and baggage, the 
big contingent packed up their $4,500,000 total wreck and 
headed for England. Campbell stayed in the little hospital for 
the rest of the week, for observation and mending. 

But all this time, a brooding, determined Mickey Thompson, 
who now stood out as the one man in the world today who 





BONNEVILLE NATIONALS 
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really knows the salt and what happens to cars and men at 
the blinding, over-350-mph speeds, was plotting a fresh attack. 
He returned the week of September 19, and spent five more 
frustrating, trouble-filled days on the salt. 

Then he gave up and rang down the curtain on the two 
months of steady campaigning at Bonneville by five hardy men 
for a new land speed record. 

Every man who went to Bonneville this year, from the 
drivers to the mechanics, to the reporters down to the speed 
buffs who just stand around on the salt with vacant stares, had 
learned a great, hard truth during those tough weeks of the 
Sixty Speed Season: 

It really wasn’t as easy as Athol Graham had made it seem 
last December. It was tough. And bloody. And deadly. 

Finally, it takes more than machinery, efficiency, money and 
equipment. It takes more than courage, and daring and con- 
summate skill. 

It takes long, hard, grinding days, and weeks and months of 
experience. And, to paraphrase a funny story that made the 
rounds day after day on the salt flats, it takes “rots and rots 
of ruck.” /MT 
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HE BIG FIVE STREAMLINERS of Campbell, Thompson, 

Ostieh, Arfons and Graham weren't the only news- 
making machinery at Bonneville this season. Bill Sha- 
doff’s venerable streamliner (shown above), piloted 
by Bob Bowen, running a Chrysler for world “B” marks 
and a Plymouth for the “C” class, set a hatful of new 
world records early in August, running a fast mile of 
273.68. During the 12th running of the Bonneville 
Nationals, the smaller streamliners fairly well set the 
salt afire with 138 cars in all classes running from 
August 21-27. These pilots hung up a total of 31 new 
U.S. records, not counting the motorcycle marks. 

Safety was the byword this year. Not a single driver 
suffered a scratch and in the sole accident, when Joe 
Locasto, driving the blown Chrysler-engined Stude of 
Pisano Brothers, got on his head at 160, he climbed 
out and minutes later was storming down the salt in the 
220-mph Belmont San Chez Stude. 

King of the little cars was the Class I car of Rod 
Schapel and Bill Orndorff. The car ran 250, 270 and 
250 cc engines from Standun Machine in Los Angeles, 
and with the tiny one, buzzed to 93.45 mph. But 
Bud Hare, in a 30.5-inch Triumph cycle-engined car, 
whooped it up to 120.64 to qualify. He set a two-way 
Class I mark at 120. Ells Lohn set a new Class “G” 
streamliner mark with a blown 61-inch Morris engine 
for a one-way spurt of 158.8 mph and Don Vesco, 
in the Vesco-Dinkins streamliner, set a Class “D” mark 
with 196.07. Then the Bill Burke-Bob Laster car rolled 
out with an unblown 156-inch mill from the benches 
of Bill Stroppe and Vern Houle. He turned a two-way 








time of 205.949 for another new Class “D” mark. In 


Class “B” and “C,” Tommy Thompson of Denver 
rolled 193.44 and 161 with engines just a hair off 
stock. 

The sports cars held much interest with such per- 
formances as Dick Beith of Concord, Calif., who ran 
77.107 in a Volks, and the Chuchua blown 316-inch 
Corvette rambled to 174 one way and a two-way rec- 
ord of 171.746. A Harry Mann Corvette out of Los 
Angeles turned up the wick to reset the record at 
156.954 after qualifying at 158.45. Jim Vedenoff drove 
it. Gordon Worthington topped the “D” sports class 
with 146.81 in a stock Mercedes-Benz coupe, and a 
Morgan from San Diego turned 113 to top “E” Class. 
Herman Jacobowitz of Tenafly, N.J. turned up fast 
time in “F” sports with 114.35 mph in an Alfa Super 
Spyder. 

In sports racing, “A” Class, Knot Farrington of New 
Orleans set a class mark in a 429-inch Chrysler with a 
6-71 blower, turning 200.622 in a T-Bird. Nolan 
White, San Diego, ran 179.37 to take “B” Class with 
a blown 328-inch Chevy. Dean Moon took “BX” 
honors with 180.770 and Joe Carboni couldn't get his 
machine working well in “C” sports, but Tom Ruther- 
ford of Norfolk, Mass. finally wound his D-Jaguar up 
to 185.47 in a truly remarkable tuning performance. 
Racer Brown broke the “E” sports racing mark with 
141.906 in his Porsche. 

Both hot rods and the stock-bodied rigs were mag- 
nificent all during their running period and the meet, 
withal, was a whacking success. 
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ra THOUGH THE GAME has hardly begun, it already appears 
that makers of U.S. compacts are engaging in a race to see 
who can build the biggest and most luxurious — not to men- 
tion the most expensive — small car. With that in mind the 


Renault Dauphine becomes an intriguing study in sticking: 


doggedly with a design, for better or worse. Happily, public 
acceptance of the diminutive French princess indicates that ‘for 
better’ can be applied. This should prove something because 
(Renault has not seen fit to perform any major changes or minor 
facelifts since its cars began arriving here in quantity early in 
1957. What Renault has done is make subtle, mostly unseen, 
changes from time to time with very little fanfare. Naturally 
enough, this lack of planned obsolescence helps the value of 
older Dauphines. 

One of the biggest changes announced in Renault in recent 
‘months is the Aerostable suspension, now a standard Dauphine 
offering. Briefly, Aerostable is an auxiliary system. It combines 
conventional coils and integral shocks with rubber pads and 
pneumatic bags that vary the flexibility of the springs according 
to load or road impact. Under minimum load the coils provide 
a soft ride. As load increases at the front, the Aerostable’s rubber 
pads: surrounding the tubular shocks are brought into play; at 
the rear the pneumatic bags filled at atmospheric pressure are 





compressed in proportion to the load. The system requires no 
maintenance and should the Aerostable bags fail, the suspension 
will still work acceptably. 

There is no doubt that the Aerostable does smooth out the 
ride and limit wheel bounce on rough terrain. It is also said to 
improve stability on turns, a claim that is difficult to evaluate 
because of the impossibility of setting a norm of turn stability. 
However, it can be said that Dauphine’s four-wheel independent 
suspension provides a ride that soaks up bumps in a gratifying 
way. Except for a slight choppiness, characteristic of short-wheel 
base cars, the seat-of-the-pants reaction of everyone who rode in 
or drove the Dauphine was quite favorable. 

Every one of the Dauphine’s 155 bumper-to-bumper inches 
has been utilized. In so doing, the designers offer one of the 
best solutions on the road to the problem of building a four- 
adult-passenger four-door sedan on an 89-inch-wheelbase chassis. 
Doors aren’t wide but they are entirely adequate for easy entry 
while legroom suffers not at all. In fact, there is a surprising 24 
inches from the rear seat backrest to the backs of the front seats. 
And this can be increased if the individual front seats are 
adjusted full forward. The only thing that suffers is the length of 
the front seat cushions. They would feel better if they were 

continued 
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stretched out for more support under the knees. But because of 
the front wheel wells that intrude upon the width of the toe- 
room, it has been found more desirable to keep the seats short, 
maintaining a feeling of spaciousness in a front compartment 
that is actually smaller than it appears. 

Under the hood there is enclosed seven very useful cubic feet 
of luggage space. And no danger of burying the spare tire under 
several suitcases; it rests in its own front compartment, just 
behind the front bumper and parallel with the road. 

The test Dauphine showed 4500 miles on the odometer, 
indicating that it was well broken in. Performance and economy 
can therefore be considered typical. One of the most significant 
fuel consumption figures was recorded quite inadvertently while 
checking acceleration at the Lions Associated Drag Strip in Long 
Beach, Calif. It was found that during extremes of full-bore 
running up and down the quarter-mile strip, the Dauphine 
averaged just over 32 mpg. With some care, it will reach the 
advertised “up to 43 mpg.” 











For a small, four-seat sedan the 
Dauphine has good passenger space. 
Luggage and spare tire are stored 
in front of hood compartment. 
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The drag strip is a good place to analyze any car. For example 

a portable tachometer revealed that the sturdy little 51.5-cubic. 
inch ohv engine winds readily, smoothly and freely past 600) 
revs without protest, even though the peak 32 hp is developed 
at a more sensible 4200 rpm. Winding up to the best speed 
in gears “by feel” brought 25 mph in Ist gear and 50 in 2nd 
but steady use of this much performance constitutes abuse and 
is not to be recommended. 

The acceleration figures in the data panel were recorded with 
driver only. As with all economy cars, a little extra weight cur 
sharply into performance. A passenger added two seconds t 
the 0-45 mph time and nearly three seconds to 60. A few 
experimental runs through the quarter-mile gave 55 mph and 
a 24.5 second elapsed time with two aboard. With driver only 
the speed increased two mph but the time improved only .3 of 
a second. Top speed, incidentally, is just over 72 mph. 

Starting the engine requires a full half-turn of the key and is 
an awkward movement. The long turn is due to a steering 
wheel lock, a la early Ford. Starting is instant and the reliable 
automatic choke works only if one keeps the foot off the accel- 
erator. After a few seconds of warm-up the slender floor-shift 
lever may be moved through its conventional H-pattern. While 
shifting, the lever has a disturbing rubbery feeling. The trans. 
mission proper is rear-mounted, just ahead of the engine and 
differential. While its three ratios are reasonably spaced it 
would be helpful to have Ist gear synchronized. Too often a 
traffic situation finds 2nd a shade too much gear but because the 
car is moving, engaging 1st becomes a matter of crunch and hope. 

One of the Dauphine’s most desirable attributes is the low 
noise level at fast cruise. Certainly one of the quietest small 
cars, normal conversation is possible at 60-65 mph, even with 
the wind wings cracked open. It is quite easy to get several 
ventilation combinations. Split rear windows slide forward for 
half open and the optional sunroof ($60) is one of the best 
investments obtainable on the car. 


Powering the Dauphine is a rear-mounted, four-cylinder 
powerplant. Car made a remarkable economy record, 
even during all-out acceleraiton tests. 
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Dauphine has not made a practice of making regular 
changes, in styling or engineering. One of the recent 
developments is an auxiliary suspension system. 





Steering is exceedingly light and quick, despite 4.2 turns of 
the wheel from lock-to-lock. There is nothing in the handling 
at normal speeds to indicate that the engine is stowed in the 
rear but push up to some high-speed cornering and the rear end 
becomes quite skittish, requiring skilled control of an oversteer 
condition that presents itself. A look at the front and rear 
weight figures — 635 and 920 pounds — explains the handling 
almost as well as describing it. 

It is one of the slickest cars of all to slide through traffic. 
Visibility is perfect; size is gratifyingly narrow and there is 
enough torque to jump forward to stay with and ahead of 
traffic at low speeds. Even in top gear the Dauphine will pull 
smoothly from 15 mph, although better results are had by a 
shift to second. 

Included as standard is an effective hot water heater-defroster 
plus a windshield washer. The dash is kept simple —a single 
all-purpose instrument and a pair of handy open compartments 
for small items. The high beam indicator is in an unusual 
location; it is a hooded red light above the speedo and just 
behind the windshield frame where it cannot be overlooked at 
night. 

Certainly Detroit manufacturers are going to offer no quarter 
in the push for small car sales and will do their best to woo 
customers away from imports. However, it seems highly prob- 
able that after a few other imports have retreated homeward, the 
Dauphine will be around and as lively as ever. /MT 





Test Car 


TEST CAR: Renault Dauphine 
BODY TYPE: 4-door sedan 
BASE PRICE: $1795 P.0.E. 


Maneuverability Factors 


OVERALL LENGTH: 155 inches 

OVERALL WIDTH: 60 inches 

OVERALL HEIGHT: 57 inches 

WHEELBASE: 89 inches 

TREAD, FRONT/REAR: 49 and 48 inches 

TEST WEIGHT: 1555 Ibs. 

WEIGHT DISTRIBUTION: 41 per cent on front wheels 
STEERING: 4.2 turns lock-to-lock 

TURNING CIRCLE: 30 feet curb-to-curb 

GROUND CLEARANCE: 7 inches 


Interior Room 


SEATING CAPACITY: Four 

FRONT SEAT 
HEADROOM: 37.5 inches 
WIDTH: 48 inches 
LEGROOM: 44 inches 

TRUNK CAPACITY: 7 cubic feet 


Engine and Drive Train 


TYPE: 4 cyl. Ohv 

DISPLACEMENT: 51.5 cubic inches 

BORE & STROKE: 2.28 x 3.15 

COMPRESSION RATIO: 8 to 1 

CARBURETION: 1 Solex 

HORSEPOWER: 32 @ 4200 rpm 

TORQUE: 48.4 Ibs.-ft. @ 2000 rpm 

TRANSMISSION: 3 speed, floor shift, top 2 gears synchro 
REAR AXLE RATIO: 4:37 to 1 


Performance 


GAS MILEAGE: 32 to 38.5 miles per gallon 
ACCELERATION: 0-30 mph in 6.9 seconds, 0-45 mph in 
14.0 seconds and 0-60 mph in 27.6 seconds 
SPEEDOMETER ERROR: Indicated 30, 45 and 60 mph are 
actual 30.5, 45.5 and 61 mph respectively 
POWER-WEIGHT RATIO: 48.6 Ibs. per horsepower 
HORSEPOWER PER CUBIC INCH: .62 
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by PATRICK KEATING 


ONTIAC REIGNED SUPREME among the stock cars at the Sixth 

Annual National Championship Drag Races, held in Detroit, 
Michigan, over the Labor Day week end. The “Big Go,” spon- 
sored by the National Hot Rod Association, drew top entries 
from across the country but a ’60 Pontiac right from the Detroit 
area showed them all the quickest way to the end of the quarter- 
mile. It not only captured the Super Stock championship but 
also emerged as top stock eliminator against a tough field of 
Super and A/Stock competitors. 

The ram-inducted ’60 Plymouth was the meet’s top Super 
Stock Automatic, winning the class championship over the 
mechanically similar Dodge Dart. In A/Stock, the stick shift 
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victor was a ‘57 Ford while the fastest automatic was another 
60 Pontiac. 

Chevrolet and Ford, usually formidable machines in any drag 
race, did not show up in the final results with their recent, high- 
powered models. Their respective 335-hp and 360-hp versions 
finished well out of the money. 

Still, Chevrolet enthusiasts did have the satisfaction of seeing 
their favorite powerplant in more modified cars than any other. 
From the top AA/Dragster down, 14 class championships were 
taken by cars with hot Chevy V-8’s. Pontiac engines, by way of 
contrast, were not used by any of the modified class winners. 

The Nationals attracted drag racing’s elite in all classes but 
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In Super Stock competition, the 
stick shift Pontiac took all 

the honors, emerging as class 
champ and top stock eliminator. 





The car and crew that proved best 
among stockers are shown below. 
Driver Jim Wangers of Royal Oak, 
Michigan, is third from right. 





HOT STOCKS continued 


more than usual interest surrounded the stocks because of the 
appearance of the leading contender for the NHRA World 
Championship, driving a ‘60 Pontiac in Super Stock Automatic. 
The annual title, just established this year, will be awarded to 
the competitor who gathers the highest number of points by 
winning his class at specified meets throughout the regular 
season. Detroit would not be the scene of the final decision 
because there were several further events on the schedule. But 
class victories at the Nationals would mean quadruple bonus 
points for those in contention for the title. 

Leading the list over all other NHRA competitors with all 
types of cars was Earl Rowe of Richmond, Virginia, who arrived 
at the Nationals with a record of 44 wins for his new Pontiac. 
The car, a Catalina two-door sedan, was equipped with a 348-hp 
engine, Hydramatic and 4.30 rear end gearing. 

It would be remarkable enough that a stocker had topped 
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Two formidable contenders in entirely different classes Stock Automatic, only to be beaten for the class cham- 
pair off in a match race. The ’60 Dodge Dart, with its pionship by the similarly-powered ’60 Plymouth. Recent 
ram-inducted, 330-hp engine, performed well as a Super model Corvettes battled it out in D/Sports competition. 
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Proof of Detroit’s own interest in the drags 
is a Plymouth coupe entered by the Ram 
Chargers, a group of Chrysler Corp. engineers. 
Below, a more normal Chrysler product, a 

’°60 Dart, gets between-the-events attention. 





dragsters of every description in consistent class success but, in 
addition, Rowe is a disabled veteran who cannot use his legs. 
A spinal injury during World War II paralyzed him from the 
waist down and has forced him to rely on hand controls. The 
problem of holding the brake and accelerator at the same time, 
a necessary tactic for quick starts from the line with an automatic 
transmission, was solved by placing both hand controls where 
they could be operated simultaneously with the left hand. 

Rowe drags strictly for the fun of it and has a modest but 
obviously efficient crew, his 16-year-old son and a mechanic 
friend. Together, the three have become one of stock car drag 
racing’s most successful teams. 

Better than 200 stock entries met for preliminary elimina- 
tions on Friday night of the long week end. Because the street- 
equipped stockers could use their headlights to illuminate the 
strip, the daylight hours had been kept free for the all-out 
competition classes. 

Portending what was to come, a Super Stock Pontiac driven 
by Ted Henke of Detroit posted the highest speed of the night, 
104.16 mph, even surpassing the 103.21 mph registered by a 
Corvette raced in D/Sports by John Milkovitch of Wyandotte, 
Michigan. However, the Corvette’s elapsed time, 13.98 seconds, 
cut below the Pontiac’s 14.14 seconds. 

Al Eckstrand of Grosse Pointe, Michigan, scored in Super 
Stock Automatic with his ’60 Plymouth, recording an e.t. of 











Chrysler’s Valiant has proven the most popular of the 
’60 compacts at the drags. Here, a modified 
Valiant tackles a ’57 Chevrolet in a C/Gas Sedan match. 


15.34 seconds and a speed of 98.25 mph. 

Eckstrand’s car, a Fury two-door hardtop, combined the 330- 
hp Ram engine, Torqueflite and a 4.10 axle ratio. It was also 
equipped with butyl tubber tires, which are becoming more and 
more popular at the strips. Butyls provide even firmer traction 
than the so-called “cheater slicks,” the soft, smooth retreads 
made especially for dragging, and have the additional advantage 
of being excellent for street use. 

A/Stock honors went to a Chevrolet in the manual shift 
category, piloted by James Acree of Toledo, Ohio, with an e.t. 
of 15.15 seconds and a speed of 94.83 mph, and to a Pontiac 
among the automatics, driven by Ron Barrick of Warren, Ohio, 
to an e.t. of 15.57 seconds and a speed of 92.40 mph. 

Acree typified the younger competitors who form the real 
backbone of drag racing. A 19-year-old enthusiast who has 
been active in the sport for two years, he bought his 59 Chevy 
Bel Air two-door sedan with the standard 170-hp version of the 
283-cubic-inch V-8, then completely rebuilt the engine himself 
and converted it to 270-hp Corvette factory specifications. A 
four-speed gearbox and 4.56 rear end with Positraction com- 
pleted the drive train. 

Preliminary winners in the lesser stock divisions were as 
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HOT STOCKS continued 


follows: B/Stock, Chevrolet, Ron Kindel of Ithaca, Michigan, 
15.95 seconds and 88.55 mph; B/Stock Automatic, Chevrolet, 
Marilyn Clark of Lincoln Park, Michigan, 16.49 seconds and 
86.53 mph; C/Stock, Valiant, Buck Fife of Detroit, 16.21 sec- 
onds and 85.87 mph; C/Stock Automatic, Chevrolet, Ray 
Labuzinski of Toledo, 16.82 seconds and 82.41 mph; D/Stock, 
Chevrolet, Fred Cunningham of Lyons, Ohio, 16.72 seconds 
and 78.26 mph; D/Stock Automatic, Pontiac, Ray McClelland 
of Mansfield, Ohio, 17.56 seconds and 78.87 mph; E/Stock, 
Studebaker, Bill Sanders of Toledo, 17.38 seconds and 80 mph 
flat; E/Stock Automatic, Cadillac, David McMullan of Belle- 
ville, Michigan, 18.53 seconds and 73.83 mph; and, finally, 
F/Stock, Cadillac, Tom Moore of Euclid, Ohio, 19.50 seconds 
and 69.39 mph. 

The actual championship competition took place the follow- 
ing night, Saturday. Though many of the times and speeds were 





below the standards set Friday, the contests were extremely 
close. Several drivers who had gained hopes of a class victory 
at the previous session saw their chances disappear in clouds of 
smoke, clouds billowing from the screeching tires of cars 
beating them down the strip. 

Pontiac’s Super Stock dominance was made official by Jim 
Wangers of Royal Oak, Michigan, who won the top class with 
an e.t. of 14.14 seconds, the same as the time recorded by Ted 
Henke the night before, and a speed of 102.40 mph. 

Once again, the figures for the big Pontiac were close to 
those of the D/Sports-winning Corvette which, driven to a 
class championship by Richard Spence of Claymont, Delaware, 
clocked 14.04 seconds and 102.50 mph. 

Wangers’ car, a 60 Pontiac with a 363-hp engine, four-speed 
gearbox and 4.88 rear end, was one of a team of three Catalina 
two-door hardtops entered by Ace Wilson, a Pontiac dealer in 
Royal Oak. The others were a ’59, also Super Stock, with a 
345-hp engine, three-speed transmission and 4.08 gears and 
another ’60, competing as a Super Stock Automatic, with a 
348-hp engine, Hydramatic and 4.56 axle. These also did well 
in their classes, though neither was an outright winner. 

Wilson’s trio of cars, billed as the Hot Chiefs, have been 
extremely successful at the Detroit Dragway during the regular 
season. And, needless to say, he has exploited their fame to 
attract a great many enthusiasts to his showroom. 

But, in so doing, he has often created his own greatest com- 
petition. He gives the drag-conscious buyer every assistance in 
selecting performance options and preparing the car for racing, 
then finds the customer has become his team’s toughest oppo- 
nent at the strip! 

The Super Stock Automatic championship was taken by Al 
Eckstrand’s 60 Plymouth, tops in the class during the prelimi- 
nary eliminations. The victory was achieved with an e.t. of 
14.51 seconds and a speed of 97.82 mph. 

A ’57 Ford driven by George Chatlin of Bellwood, Illinois 
captured the A/Stock title at 15.24 seconds and 92.30 mph. 
The car had the 300-hp, supercharged V-8 Ford offered four 


As always, hot rodding’s familiar roadsters were popular 
favorites. Jim Sievenpiper drives his B/Roadster, a 

729 Model A with a ’57 Chevy engine, to victory over 

Ed Meeks’ ’30 Ford, a Four-Cylinder Modified 

Below, most of the stock events were scheduled at night. 
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DOMENIC MAZZENGA‘S RAM PAGE, A B/DRAGSTER, DISPLAYED A NOVEL APPLICATION OF THE CHRYSLER RAM-INDUCTION PRINCIPLE. 


years ago to challenge Chevrolet’s fuel injection unit. Normally, 
this would force it to race as a Super Stock but, because it was 
a heavy Skyliner retractable hardtop, its power-to-weight ratio 
was just high enough to drop it into the A/Stock category. 

The A/Stock Automatic championship went to Frank Barnett 
of Columbus, Ohio, who pushed a ’60 Pontiac to an e.t. of 
15.53 seconds and a speed of 92.97 mph. 

The ’60 Chevy that originally topped the B/Stock com- 
petitors was later disqualified, so the class was left without a 
champion. B/Stock Automatic was a repeat from the night 
before, Marilyn Clark’s 57 Chevy, this time hitting the clocks 
at 16.61 seconds and 86.12 mph. 

C/Stock was another class in which the winner of the 
preliminaries came back to take the championship. Buck Fife’s 
60 Valiant was good for 17.03 seconds and 83.48 mph. 
C/Stock Augfomatic was left blank for lack of competition. 

A pair of ’53 Oldsmobiles split D/Stock honors, James 
Derdaller of Cincinnati, Ohio, taking the manual shift divi- 
sion at 17.66 seconds and 79.23 mph while Jim Polhemus of 
Shaftsburg, Michigan, drove the hottest automatic in the class 


at 17.64 seconds and 78.26 mph. 

Bill Sanders’ 51 Studebaker Commander was another repeater 
from Friday night, winning E/Stock with figures of 17.69 sec- 
onds and 78.19 mph. A ’51 Lincoln driven by F. M. English, Jr., 
of Hazel Park, Michigan, topped E/Stock Automatic at 19.03 
seconds and 73.52 mph. 

At the bottom of the list, Tom Moore’s ’37 Cadillac was 
again the F/Stock winner, recording 19.71 seconds and 
70.03 mph. 

Thus, the stock championships had been decided. But there 
was still a very important race to come, the contest for top 
stock eliminator. 

Monday, Labor Day, the cars that had placed well in Super 
and A/Stock, both manual and automatic, reported back to the 
strip. Besides the champions, there were a number of contestants 
that had been close on their heels in class competition. 

All five of the hot makes were represented, Chevrolet, 
Dart, Ford, Plymouth and Pontiac and most of them were 
60 models. Among the Pontiacs was Ace Wilson’s entire 
team of Hct Chiefs. continued 
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HOT STOCKS continued 


Hardly had they begun to pair off before the Pontiacs began 
to dominate the scene. Wilson looked pleased as his three 
cars took one match after another, then joined everyone else 
in a grin as two of the Hot Chiefs came to the line together. 
It was Wangers in the "60 Super Stock versus the slightly 
lower-powered '59, one Wangers took with little difficulty. 

At first, the action had been fast and furious. Just as one 
pair of cars reached the finish, another was ready to take off 
from the starting line. Now, as competitors were eliminated, 
it was necessary to wait for winners to return from the end 
of the strip to pair up against each other, increasing the tension. 

Finally, just four cars remained. Wangers scored an e.t. of 
14.31 seconds and a speed of 100.67 mph to eliminate a '59 
Chevy. Another 60 Pontiac driven by Jack Kay and, though 
not a part of Wilson’s official team, also emanating from Royal 
Oak, defeated a ‘60 Ford at 14.27 seconds and 102.62 mph. 

Then there were just the two Pontiacs. 

Kay’s car had more in common with Wangers’ than its make 
and home town. It was also a new Catalina two-door hardtop 
with the 363-hp engine and four-speed transmission. The match 
was about as even as it could be. And the fact Kay had just 
recorded a lower e.t. than Wangers gave it particular interest. 


Leonard Harris, driving the Albertson Olds, takes 
lead on his way to the Top Eliminator title. 

His car, powered by a supercharged ’59 Olds engine, 
also scored meet’s lowest e.t., 9.25 seconds. 
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Typical of the side-by-side 
engine layouts popular in 
AA/Dragsters is this pair of 
blown Chevy V-8’s mounted 
in the Howard Cam Special. 
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As the two Pontiacs broke from the line, Kay gave his every- 
thing he had. But Wangers had just a little more. The Hot 
Chief, already Super Stock champion, became top stock elimi- 
nator with an e.t. of 14.13 seconds and a speed of 100.44 mph. 

There was no great secret to the success of the Hot Chief; 
it was simply a car that had been equipped and prepared cor- 
rectly for its job. 

The 363-hp engine is an example. It was not a factory- 
installed item but, rather, factory-authorized. Essentially, it is 
the Tri-Power with particular dealer options, including a special 
cam, solid lifters, heavier valve springs, larger intake valves, 
revised combustion chambers, chambers in the cylinder bores 
under the intake valves and four-bolt main bearing caps. 

Wilson claims to be the only dealer in the country actually 
stocking, using and selling the complete line of Pontiac per- 
formance options. Obviously, the man knows what he has on 
the shelf. 

Then there is preparation. An example of the attention the 
Hot Chiefs receive is their careful, deliberate engine break-in. 
Instead of relying on chance for proper clearances, the bearings, 
pistons and other components that would wear during the first 
few hundred miles of use were machined to fit with the least 
possible friction. This is a difficult, expensive procedure and 
one that must be followed with extreme caution to avoid 
exceeding legally stock clearances. But it can provide the added 
edge of performance that makes the difference. 

With the Pontiac V-8 emerging as America’s most potent 
engine in nominally stock form, Chevrolet is still the favorite 
for all-out conversions. At the Nationals, Chevy powerplants 
were found in nearly three times as many class winners as any 
other make. 



































Among the big prize winners, though, there was a strong 
difference of opinion. 

Top eliminator, the car nobody could beat in matched com- 
petition, was a '59 Oldsmobile-powered, GMC-blown A/Drag- 
ster. Called the Albertson Olds, it was driven by Leonard Harris 
of Playa del Rey, California, and hit an e.t. of 9.81 seconds and 
a speed of 163.33 mph in its victory run. It also won its class 
at 9.65 seconds and 165.13 mph and recorded the lowest e.t. 
of the meet, 9.25 seconds. 

In the sport’s hottest class, AA/Dragster, the most successful 
car at the Nationals was the Dragmaster “Two Thing,” which 
got its name from the twin Chevy V-8’s mounted side-by-side. 
Dode Martin of Fallbrook, California, drove it to a class cham- 
pionship at 10.10 seconds and 168.53 mph and to the high- 
est speed of the meet, 171.10 mph. And it was awarded 
the MOTOR TREND trophy for the best engineered car at the 
event. 

The prize for middle eliminator went to Howard and Pete 
Lickliter of Staunton, Virginia, and their A/Competition Coupe. 
Powered by a supercharged ’57 Cadillac engine and sporting a 
’°31 Austin body, the Lickliter car scored an et. of 10.35 sec- 
onds. The little eliminator was an A/Gas Supercharged °33 
Willys with a ’54 Cadillac engine, driven by George Mont- 
gomery of Dayton, Ohio, and clocked at 11.59 seconds. A new 
elimination class, street eliminator, was taken by a B/Street 
Roadster entered by Courtney Lee Scott of Washington, D.C. 
Scott’s car was a 34 Ford with a ’55 De Soto engine that 
reached the end of the strip in 13.08 seconds. 

So the Nationals may have settled the issue of the top 
performing stock car. They left open, as usual, the question 
of a formula for success in the modified classes. /mt 
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an original NEW SMALL CAR from the Orient 


that bears many signs of a successful future 
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MALL IMPORTED CARS are ordinarily evaluated using the 
Volkswagen as a yardstick and usually this standard is 
justifiable. But not only can Toyopet’s new Tiara hold its own 
in this company, it can be compared in many ways with standard 
American cars. Even some domestic compacts are not so closely 
related to the so-called American concept of automobile engin- 
eering as is this newest import from Japan. Moreover, the Tiara 
has excellent quality of material and workmanship, above aver- 
age engineering and exceptionally well thought out detail design, 
plus handling, performance and economy that equal or surpass 
equivalent automobiles. But perhaps its most important quality 
will be its familiarity to American motorists. 

Everything about the Japanese car, from its front engine 
mounting to the column-mounted three-speed shift — and even 
the basic theory of letting a more powerful engine do the work 
instead of a transmission — is conventional according to our 
standards. The only real difference between the Tiara and a 
standard-size American car with a stick shift is the size, and at 
157.1 inches overall length, the Tiara is almost four inches 
shorter than a Volkswagen. 

Since the car is new — MOTOR TREND’S test car was actually 
the first finalized production model delivered to this country — 
it might be well to recap some of its engineering features before 
discussing the Tiara’s handling and performance qualities. As 
was previously mentioned, the car is conventional but it still has 
some engineering features that are unusual and even unique. 










It is quite evident that in overall design thought, the Toyopet 
engineers had two principal goals. One, to design out as many 
as possible of the small-small car deficiencies; two, to build a car 
that would resemble standard American sedans. In the first 
instance they have been fairly successful although not entirely. 
To accomplish the second it is evident they took a long look at 
many Detroit cars. 

The Tiara is powered with an ohv four-cylinder engine. The 
75 hp that it develops is far greater than most small imports. 
The hood lid is*front hinged, and the engine compartment is 
extremely well laid out and utilitarian. There are several indi- 
vidual features which emphasize a well thought out approach to 
detail design. For instance the gasoline filter bowl is mounted 
separately to one of the inside fender panels where it’s easy to 
remove the filter bowl and clean out sediment. The radiator cap 
has a small chain attached to the filler neck so that the cap 
cannot be dropped into the fan or be lost. The fan is provided 
with a fluid cup link similar to those found on some American 
high-performance engines. 

But one of the Tiara’s most remarkable design innovations is 
its two-barrel carburetor. It has progressive linkage — a princi- 
ple ordinarily reserved for four-throat carburetors. At low speeds 
and small throttle openings one throat feeds the engine; but 
when the throttle is opened beyond 50 degrees, and if the engine 
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is operating at high enough speed to require it, the secondary 
throttle opens. By using this form of carburetion good low rpm 
throttle response can be obtained without restricting the breath- 
ing at high rpm. This is one of the reasons that this small 
(88.6-cubic-inch ) engine can produce 75 hp at 5000 rpm. 

The progressive linkage is not the only unusual feature of 
the carburetor; another is the throttle linkage which is excep- 
tionally well designed. Instead of a series of fulcrums and metal 
rods attached directly from throttle to carburetor, the linkage 
attaches from throttle to a rod which is rigidly held in place 














on the firewall and carburetor. This rod rotates on its axis tu 
increase or decrease the fuel supply to the manifold. Not only 
is the unit built to last extremely long, it gives precise metering 
of fuel with little or no lost motion between throttle and 
carburetor. 

Coupled to the engine is a three-speed transmission and 
column-mounted shift lever. Like standard-size cars it is syn- 
chronized on second and third gears. 

The Tiara’s front suspension closely resembles, but does not 
duplicate Chrysler Corporation’s system. The lower suspension 
arm uses a torsion bar bearing for its pivot and a forward strut 
provides fore and aft stability to the lower suspension arm. The 
upper arms pivotal assistance is tilted to prevent front-end dive. 

Rear suspension, although it has a trailing link positioning 
arrangement similar to that used in Chevrolet, Pontiac and 
Cadillac, uses a form of springing that is unorthodox. The link’s 
rear axle position shows that the springs do nothing but support 
the vehicle, but each side of the car uses two springs, a lift and 
a coil. The lift is shackled to the rear axle and its forward end 
has a fulcrum, the other side of which is attached to a coil spring. 
When a load is applied on the rear axle, not only is the pressure 
taken up by the leaf spring, but additional support is given by 
the front coil spring. The coil spring is adjustable in tension 
so that the back of the car can be raised or lowered. The front 
end can also be adjusted for height by adjusting the torsion bar 
anchors. A torsion-type front end stabilizer is also included to 
reduce body roll in turns. 

Many suspension bushings are made of synthetic rubber so 
do not require lubrication. There are also several bushings 
throughout the car that are made of nylon which similarly do 
not need to be lubricated. 

To say driving the Tiara is exactly like driving a standard- 
size American car would be erroneous — but not very much. 
The similarities in ride, handling and overall feel are nearly 
identical except in one major respect, the Tiara is smaller and 
therefore, lighter, more maneuverable and the steering is quicker. 

First of all the Tiara is sprung a little more softly than most 
small imports. And as is true of most cars in this weight class, 
the number of passengers aboard can make a difference. With 
only the driver, the reaction to uneven road surfaces is sharp 
and a little quick due to the shorter wheelbase. Those who were 
accustomed to a bigger car might even consider them harsh. 
But with two or more people riding, the ride smooths out and 
only the roughest of road irregularities are transmitted to the 
passengers. In fact, with passengers aboard, the Tiara has one 
of the better rides, in terms of softness, of cars in its classification. 

As might be expected this softer suspension has some effect 
on cornering. But the car cornered well and the reasons are 
probably directly traceable to the torsion bar in front and the 
somewhat unusual rear suspension. The leaf and coil spring 
arrangement in the rear is a big help in keeping the car flat in 
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corners. Directional stability in corners was excellent and far 
above some rear engine layouts on other small cars. The Tiara 
would take sharp corners fast, with a rather neutral steering 
effect and few undesirable characteristics. There was, however, 
considerable squeal of the tires when cornering sharply. 
Performance was more than adequate, although it might be 
a little hard to understand for those who follow the perform- 
ance figures of cars. With the more powerful engine the zero 
to 30, 45, and 60 mph figures are lower than they are with most 
continued 
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TIARA’S DOORS BOTH OPEN WIDE, A MAJOR FACTOR IN MAKING ENTRY AND EXIT COMPARATIVELY EASY FOR SMALL SEDAN 


other small cars. The 0-30 mph time of 6.7 seconds and the 
0-45 mph time of 12.5 seconds are excellent for a small-small 
car and compare well with domestic 1960 compacts. Even the 
0-60 mph time of 25 seconds is not at all bad. What is hard to 
understand is the gap of nearly 13 seconds it takes to get from 
45 to 60 mph. This is explained by the long second gear with 
its 1.645 ratio. The difference from low gear’s 3.059 ratio to 
the 1-to-1 drive of high is a lot of ground for one gear to cover. 
What this means in ordinary driving is that the car gets away 
from traffic lights well and accelerates through second gear with 
fairly good power. Then on shifting to high, power is lost and 
the car has difficulty in gaining speed. But with its bigger engine 
the Tiara does not ordinarily lose speed on average grades. 
Granted that second gear must be used in some slow speed 
situations — this is especially true in accelerating to pass on 
grades, or in the 25-45 mph range — but the Tiara lugs well 
around town and on corners. Little downshifting is necessary 
and far less than with the more common four-speed shift. 

Since final drive is 1-to-1 and the rear axle ratio is a high 
numerical 4.375-to-1, it is a little hard to accurately predict the 
average mpg figure. Actually it compares well with small imports 
and is above average for compacts. It even equals some pf the 
better small imports. Perhaps this is not due so much to the 
gear ratio as it is to lower weight and the progressive linkage 
on the carburetor. This carburetion set-up provides excellent 
control and meters the fuel precisely according to the require- 
ments of the engine whether in the low-rpm or high-rpm range. 

Steering is light and turning the car requires no effort. This 
might be a situation that would not suit an avid devotee of 
foreign cars, but further emphasizes the Toyopet’s image of an 
American car. While light, the steering gives good feel of the 
road condition while not transmitting every minor shock to 
the driver's hand. 

For those who have always envisioned the average small car’s 
top speed being limited to legal limits or slightly under, the 
Tiara has a surprise. It will drive legal limits all day and even 
exceed them. In fact, its top speed, 85 mph, might even be a 
little unsafe for some driving conditions. 

MOTOR TREND’S test car was a four-door sedan and exit 
and entry were excellent considering the car’s overall length. 
Granted it is far easier to get into and out of a compact or a 
standard-size car but even with its over two feet less length than 
the compact class the Tiara has not sacrificed much in the way 
of comfort to the bigger cars. 

The padding on the seats is a little firmer, but the angle is 
good. Bench height is high and this contributes to the legroom. 
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All electrical controls are pushbuttons arranged 
in two identical horizontal rows on either 
side of the cigarette lighter. 


This is especially true in back where the width of the seat bench 
is the major redeeming feature that permits a rear seat passenger 
to be comfortable when the front seat is in full rear adjustment. 
Due to the boxy-type design of the roof line there is plenty of 
head room in both the front and back seat. Hiproom is not 
only ample, it is generous. While the back seat loses room to the 
wheel wells, these are extremely well padded with foam rubber 
and are in no way uncomfortable to rest against. Of course the 
Tiara is strictly a four-passenger car, but the allowable hip and 
shoulder room is far greater for each individual passenger than 
it is in a standard-size car when six are seated. 

The most impressive part of the interior is the luxury that is 
built into this small car —and for the most part at no extra 
cost. Standard equipment includes interior lights, armrests, 
standard glove compartment, electric razor outlet, cigarette 
lighter, ashtrays both forward and rear seats, two-speed electric 
windshield wiper, two sun visors, fuel gauge, temperature gauge, 
back-up lights and parking brake indicator. Accessory options 
include windshield washer, white sidewall tires, heater and radio. 

The instrument panel has a bar-type speedometer that might 
be a little hard for some people to read. It has an angular pointer 
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but this does not indicate true speed, only when the section 
marked for that particular ten miles per hour is completely 
filled is the car going that speed. Incidentally the Tiara speedom- 
eter checked out 100 per cent accurate. Although the panel has 
only three actual gauges, speedometer, fuel and temperature, it 
is well provided with warning indicator lights for oil pressure, 
generator, beam indicator and optional overdrive if so equipped. 
It is a little surprising to see even a parking brake indicator on 
such a low-priced vehicle. Not only does the Tiara have these 
indicators, two additional warning lights, small red lights along- 
side the temperature and fuel gauges, light up when the car is 
either too hot or running short of fuel. 

The driver controls, except for turn signal indicators which 
are actuated by turning the horn ring, are pushbuttons. Although 
arranged in a simple straight line layout these buttons are very 
ingeniously designed. Some of the buttons are cancelled by the 
application of another similar to the pushbutton turning of a 
radio. Others are cancelled by a downward angular touch. 

Overall the Tiara is an unusual car. It is definitely a small- 
small car in the VW and Renault class. Yet it has luxury 
touches and Americanized engineering features that are seldom 
found in a car of this price and size. 

This is not to say the car does not have its shortcomings. It 
does, but some of these are ordinarily found in all small cars — 
less room, slower acceleration and less carrying capacity. And 
some of its shortcomings are those ordinarily found in standard- 
size cars; there is a transmission hump, for example. Others are 
peculiar to the Tiara, to gain head space, for instance, some of 
the box members have been brought right up into the passenger 
compartment. 

But one of the Tiara’s worst disadvantages has nothing to do 
with its design or engineering. Distribution is limited and as 
a result so are parts and service. Another problem, which is faced 
by all imports, is building a good public image. The test car 
was an early model — probably even pre-production with much 
of the car being handbuilt. However, if the standards of quality 
of the test car are continued into the regular production run, 
neither distribution nor public image should be difficult for the 
Tiara to achieve. For the car’s advantages far outweigh its short- 
comings and the Tiara is well engineered. This, plus a low 
initial price and a good economy factor are the most important 
keys to the success of any import. /MT 





Toyopet Tiara is powered by 75-hp ohv four-cylinder 
engine. Note unusual linkage on carburetor and 
well-laid-out, functional engine compartment. 








“ROAD TEST 
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Test Car 


TEST CAR: Toyopet Tiara 
BODY TYPE: 4-door sedan 
BASE PRICE: $1638 P.0.E. West Coast 


Maneuverability Factors 


OVERALL LENGTH: 157.1 inches 

OVERALL WIDTH: 58.7 inches 

OVERALL HEIGHT: 56.7 inches 

WHEELBASE: 94.5 inches 

TREAD, FRONT/REAR: 48.4 and 48.4 inches 

TEST WEIGHT: 2260 Ibs. 

WEIGHT DISTRIBUTION: 54.8 per cent on front wheels 
STEERING: 34 turns lock-to-lock 

TURNING CIRCLE: 33 feet curb-to-curb 

GROUND CLEARANCE: 6.7 inches 


Interior Room 


SEATING CAPACITY: Four 

FRONT SEAT 
HEADROOM: 36.2 inches 
WIDTH: 45.3 inches 
LEGROOM: 25.2 inches 

TRUNK CAPACITY: 16.5 cubic feet 


Engine and Drive Train 


TYPE: Ohv 4 

DISPLACEMENT: 88.66 cubic inches 
BORE & STROKE: 3.031 x 3.071 
COMPRESSION RATIO: 8.4-to-1 
CARBURETION: Two-barrel 
HORSEPOWER: 75 @ 5000 rpm 
TORQUE: 83.6 @ 3000 rpm 
TRANSMISSION: 3-speed manual 
REAR AXLE RATIO: 4.375-to-1 


Performance 


GAS MILEAGE: 24 to 29 miles per gallon 
ACCELERATION: 0-30 mph in 6.7 seconds, 0-45 mph 
in 12.5 seconds and 0-60 mph in 25 seconds 
SPEEDOMETER ERROR: Indicated 30, 45 and 60 mph 
are actual 30, 45 and 60 mph respectively 
POWER-WEIGHT RATIO: 30.1 Ibs. per horsepower 
HORSEPOWER PER CUBIC INCH: .845 
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Known as the T-Bird of its day, 


this racy version was considered 


the top number in the Ford line 


by Robert J. Gottlieb 


RANDPA HAD A T-BIRD, but there aren't many of us who remem- 

ber it. Gaze carefully at this 1912 Ford Torpedo. It was 

the T-Bird of its day and differed from the standard Ford in 

many respects. First of all, the contour of the tonneau creates 4 

suggestion of bucket seats, considered racy 50 years ago. Then 

there is the matter of the tool box and oval gas tank mounted on 
the rear where you would expect to find the turtle deck. 

The Torpedo was produced in limited numbers and cost more 
than the standard Ford. It was one of the first attempts to build 
distinction into the famous Model “T.” Differences in construc- 
tion were ever so slight (study the fenders) but they seemed 
great in an era when a majority of the cars in any town looked 
alike. 

Few models of the 1912 Torpedo are still in existence and 
they are considered rare from the standpoint of the Model T 
enthusiast. Structurally and mechanically the Torpedo was the 
same as the Ford roadster. Appearance-wise, it was one of the 
raciest early models produced by Ford. Though it was considered 
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the deluxe (and best) model of the year, a purchaser had to pay 
extra for a speedometer and other accessories which Ford didn’t 
furnish as standard equipment. 

For those of you who are too young to remember the “T” or 
who have never had the wonderful pleasure of driving one, let’s 
go through the operation of starting Betsy and driving her a few 
blocks. First of all you pull the emergency brake back as far as 
possible. Even so, the average “T” will creep forward when first 
started and pin you against a garage wall if you are not careful. 

The spark control is mounted on the left side of the steering 
wheel quadrant. Push it all the way up to retard the spark and 
prevent the engine from kicking back. Move the hand throttle 
(it’s the only throttle) down about four notches and adjust the 
carburetor mixture control (located on the right side of the 
wooden firewall) so that the mixture is a little rich. 

Now go around to the front of the car and pull out the little 
brass choke ring. While holding the ring out, pull up on the 


crank two or three times to prime the engine. Back to the 
continued on page 68 








PHOTOS BY AL PALACY 


Two of the most important conrtols for the 
operation of this “tailored “T” are mounted 
on the steering column. On the drivdr’s 

left is the spark control; to his right is 

the hand throttle. Note the utter simplicity 
of the little engine compartment. 


STILL A “T” IN BASIC CONTOURS, THE TORPEDO SOUGHT DISTINCTION IN RESTYLED FENDERS AND THE TONNEAU CONTOUR. 





cockpit and turn the ignition switch to 
the right (battery, if the car is equipped 
with a battery) or to the left for magneto 
operation. You go back to the front of the 
car, grab the crank and if you are lucky 
and have a well tuned “T,” she'll start on 
a one-quarter turn. Just in case you forgot 
to adjust the spark lever, be careful how 
you grab that crank. If your thumb is on 
the wrong side of it and it kicks back, 





Instead of the turtle deck, which 
was a “T” trademark, the Torpedo 
carried a tool box and oval gas tank. 


you'll see a doctor every time. 

As soon as the engine fires, advance the 
spark control and adjust the throttle. After 
the engine warms a bit, adjust the mixture 
control. 

If the day is cold, oil congeals between 
the clutch discs and cranking is a tremen- 
dous chore. On a specially cold day you 
may even have to jack up one rear wheel, 
place the emergency brake lever in its 
middle position (neutral) and then crank 
‘er. By the way, that brake lever in “neu- 
tral” is no typographical error. You'll 
never get this “T” in high gear unless you 
move that brake lever forward and out 
of neutral. 

Any “T” has a right to groan, clatter 
and clunk and this one is no exception. 
The noises are normal and the sound of 
fenders, side lamps and windshield vibrat- 
ing with a loud cacophony is music to a 
“T” owner's ears. 

You climb into the stiff seat and are 









appalled at 1) the distance between yo 

derierre and the ground, 2) the shoj 
hood, and 3) the small-diameter steering 
wheel. 

Press the foot pedal on the left all th 
way forward as you rev the engine y 
with the hand throttle. You will hear th 
characteristic planetary transmission whi 
as the car crawls forward in low gea 
Push the hand throttle up to slow t 
engine down, take your foot off the lef 
pedal and she automatically drops ~ int 
high gear. Open the hand throttle agai 
to regulate speed. The foot pedal on th 
right is your brake and the pedal in th 
middle is for reverse. By the way, you’ 
have to learn to move the left hand pee 
to its center position (neutral again) be 
fore stopping the car. The single left-hanj 
pedal determines low, high and neutral 

The Model T is no bomb by any stand 
ards but it’s a tremendous amount of fug 
to drive. There is no sense in trying td 
describe the quick steering; you just have 
to drive it for yourself. 

This one was restored by Bernard Rade- 
macher of Los Angeles, Calif. He did 3 
beautiful job—from the chassis up. The 
only thing that didn’t require restoration 
was the air conditioner. You say you can't 
see an air conditioner? Well, just look at 
those photographs carefully again 
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This Little Bomb 





Started the Revolution... 


The excitement started with the classic TC. 
And MG still leads the pack with the new 1600. 
New, bigger engine for flashing speed. Disc 
brakes up front to stop on a slippery dime. 
Unbeatable, ungimmicked design that says 
pure sports machine. Take one out for a spin 
and see for yourself...why the new MGA 1600 


is the world’s most popular sports car. A mod- 
est $2485, West Coast port of entry. 


\ 





FULL 12-MONTH 
WARRANTY 






A PRODUCT OF THE BRITISH MOTOR CORPORATION, LTD. 


In Northern California: 


BRITISH MOTOR CAR Distributors, Ltd. 
1200 Van Ness Ave., San Francisco,also 
OAKLAND, BERKELEY and WALNUT CREEK 


In Southern California: 
GOUGH INDUSTRIES INC. (L.A.) Distributors 


Dealers throughout SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA, 
ARIZONA, NEVADA and UTAH 
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Give the gift they all want 
.--12 months of the most 
exciting, most complete auto- 
motive coverage that money 
can buy. Give them real gift 
quality with staying power that 
lasts all year long... at a price 
that can’t be matched anywhere 
this side of Laramie. 

'f your friends have ever really en- 
joyed driving a car, if they have ever 
wondered about their car and what others 
say about it, they’re bound to go for MOTOR 
TREND’S crystal-sharp automotive editorials, 
stories, and articles —all written by the most respected 


automotive men in the land. FIRST 

Act now and put an end to your annual role of a SUBSCRIPTION 
department store Christmas gladiator. Choose a gift 5 

you know they'll like. Gift them with a MOTOR 

TREND CHRISTMAS SUBSCRIPTION. And they’re 

so easy to give; order your subscriptions now 

und defer payment until January. We take care of EACH ADDITIONAL 
cll the details, even to sending an attractive gift SUBSCRIPTION 
card with your name inscribed. ONLY S 

Fill out this coupon today. Matter of fact, 2 


why not gift yourself as well as your friends? That 
way you'll both have a special treat in store 
for you ’neath that evergreen. 


Shop the easy way... take anings of this special earlybird offer today! 




















[SEAR RE EAA RA SARA RA BAIA A RASA BA ST SAAR EAI TARA SEE SSA RA SER REA SK SA RASA SE 
- , 
rf MOTOR TREND MAGAZINE Gift Department, 5959 Hollywood Bivd., Los Angeles 28, Calif. Ks 
y Enclosed is $. for one full year subscription at $3 and ___ gifts at $2 each. () cash [] check [] money order (| bill me later ui 
Send 1 year gift of MOTOR TREND to: ¥ 
i ee Ee oe eee a ew ei See Ber SS a ee he 
») ml (please print) a (please print) Mi 
~ Beaees Re AL De AEA EE ES Ce a ee ieee REY eae RI Ly 
SO EE ee ee oO a Se ee 
us EXTEND sign gift card from “___ CC EXTEN sign gift card from “___ ee a en ee i 
i Q 
ys NAME_ : a A eS eee 
f (please print) NEW (please print) i 
i NEW Sens ee ae a neeee ee eee ADDRESS____ as mee. 
yO CITY. ___STATE ha ee Ce... : PS 
yy EXTEND sas ote Nee sign gift card from “ “3 i 
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1961 ENGINES & GEARING 





(AXLE RATIOS) 





HORSEPOWER 

TORQUE @ RPM 
DISPLACEMENT 

BORE AND STROKE 
COMPRESSION RATIOS 
CARBURETION 
AUTOMATIC 

3-SPEED MANUAL 
4-SPEED MANUAL 
OVERDRIVE 


TYPE 









































150 @ 4400 220 @ 2400 
250 @ 4400 384 @ 2400 
325 @ 4400 445 @ 2800 
325 @ 4800 430 @ 3100 
135 @ 4000 217 @ 2000 
170 @ 4200 275 @ 2100 3.87 x 3.00 


3.87 x 3.00 


BUICK Special 
Le Sabre 
Invicta, Electra 


CADILLAC 
CHEVROLET Six 
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230 @ 4800 NA 
250 @ 4400 355 @ 2800 
280 @ 4800 NA 
305 @ 5600 NA 
320 @ 5600 NA 
335 @ 5800 NA 


85 @ 4200 134 @ 2000 
101 @ 4400 156 @ 2400 


CORVAIR 6 NA NA 
CORVETTE 230 - 230 @ 4800 300 @ 3000 
245 NA 
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COMET 144 
170 
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: 245 @ 5000 
270 ° 270 @ 6000 NA 


CHRYSLER Newport - 265 @ 4400 380 @ 2400 
Windsor - 305 @ 4600 410 @ 2400 
New Yorker - 350 @ 4600 470 @ 2800 
300-6 - NA NA 
DART Six 140 @ 4000 215 @ 2400 
V-8 - 230 @ 4400 340 @ 2400 
V-8 Power Pack - 260 @ 4800 345 @ 3200 


DODGE Polara V-8 - 265 @ 4400 380 @ 2400 
D-500 - 325 @ 4800 425 @ 3200 
D-500 w/Ram Induction - 330 @ 4800 460 @ 2800 


DE SOTO - 265 @ 4000 370 @ 2400 


FALCON 144 85 @ 4200 138 @ 2000 
170 101 @ 4400 156 @ 2400 


FORD 223 135 @ 4000 200 @ 2000 
292 * 175 @ 4200 279 @ 2200 
352 - 220 @ 4400 336 @ 2400 
390 : 300 @ 4600 427 @ 2800 


IMPERIAL * 350 @ 4600 470 @ 2800 


LANCER 170 101 @ 4400 155 @ 2500 
225 140 @ 4000 215 @ 2400 


300 @ 4100 465 @ 2000 


135 @ 200 @ 2000 
175 @ 270 @ 2200 
220 @ 336 @ 2400 
300 @ 427 @ 2800 
155 @ @ 2800 
250 @ 405 @ 2400 
325 @ 435 @ 2800 
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MERCURY 223 
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352 
390 


OLDSMOBILE F-85 
Dynamic 88 
Super 88,98 
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145 @ 215 @ 2800 
230 @ 340 @ 
260 @ 345 @ 
305 @ 395 @ 
330 @ 460 @ 


390 @ 
380 @ 
402 @ 
405 @ 
413 @ 


PLYMOUTH Six 
Fury 


u 

4-bb!. Super Fury 
Golden Commando 
Sonoramic Commando 


PONTIAC Catalina, Star Chief 
425-E (all series) 

Ventura, Bonneville 
Catalina 

Star Chief 

Ventura 

Bonneville 

Tri-Power (all series) 

425-A (all series 

425-A Tri-Power (all series 
Tempest 4 

Tempest 4 

Tempest 4 

Tempest 4 

Tempest 4 

Tempest V-8 


RAMBLER American Deluxe, Super 
Custom 
Classic Six 
Classic V-8 - 

Classic V-8 Pow?r Pack . 2 260 @ 
Ambassador . 340 @ 2600 


STUDEBAKER Lark Six @ 154 @ 2000 
Lork V-8 . 260 @ 2800 

Lark V-8 Power Pack . 265 @ 3000 
Hawk V-8 : 300 @ 2800 0 

Hawk V-8 Power Pack - 305 @ 3000 g 3.60 x 3.60 


THUNDERBIRD - 427 @ 2800 4.05 x 3.78 
VALIANT 101 @ 4400 155 @ 2500 3.40 x 3.13 
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1961 BODY & CHASSIS DIMENSIONS 





REAR SEAT 








WHEELBASE 
TIRE SIZE 
ROAD 
CLEARANCE 
SHIPPING 
WEIGHT 
HEAD ROOM 
LEG ROOM 
HIP ROOM 
HEAD ROOM 
LEG ROOM 
HIP ROOM 
























































BUICK Special 
Le Sabre, Invicta 
Electra 


CADILLAC 60, 62 
75 


222 
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CHEVROLET 
COMET 
CORVAIR 
CORVETTE 


CHRYSLER Newport, Windsor 
New Yorker 
300-6 


DART 

DODGE 

DE SOTO 

- FALCON 

FORD 

IMPERIAL 

LANCER 

LINCOLN CONTINENTAL 
MERCURY 


OLDSMOBILE F-85 
Dynamic 88, Super 88 
98 
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PLYMOUTH 


PONTIAC Tempest 
Catalina, Ventura 
Star Chief, Bonneville 


RAMBLER American 
* Classic 
Ambassador 


STUDEBAKER Lark 
Lark Cruiser 
Hawk 


THUNDERBIRD 
VALIANT , 5 ’ j : 6.50 x 13 
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ICKUP TRUCKS have been somewhat 
P prosaic in developing. Over the years 
innovations were few, slow to come and 
did not change overall design to any ex- 
tent. There have, of course, been a few 
scattered exceptions — for example, wide 
boxes, automatic transmissions and luxury 
versions. But these have not altered the 
overall concept of pickup trucks. 

However, 1961 is different. This is un- 
doubtedly the most important year ever 
in small truck advancement. 

One of the important developments 1s 
in engine selection. Power ratings are 
down and compact powerplants are being 
offered for those who need high economy. 
Moreover, and probably the most signifi- 
cant change, there is a whole new class of 





trucks — smaller, more economical and 
far easier to handle — that will fill a need 
that previously could only be answered 
by buying an imported truck. These new 
trucks are not compacts in the true sense 
of the word. One is five inches shorter 
than any compact sedan and only two feet 
longer than some small imported cars. To 
be accurate, they are light-duty trucks in a 
new classification by themselves. 

There are other changes also — minia- 
ture buses and vans are being introduced, 
and compact engines are being offered in 
a completely restyled standard-size truck. 
This year Detroit will have a truck for 
everyone, regardless of his preference or 
individual needs. And this is extraordi- 
narily important, since each year more per- 


sons are choosing some form of truck for 
pleasure, utility or use in their business, or 
even for their second car. 

The most unusual truck line will be 
Chevrolet’s Corvair 95 series, which will 
offer two pickups and one panel model. 
The overall Corvair concept of engineer- 
ing is carried over virtually intact into 
Chevrolet’s new pickups. The powerplant 
is Corvair’s 80-hp air-cooled Six and is 
similarly mounted in the rear with the 
transaxle arrangement. Other engineering 
features carried over are unit construction 
and independent suspension at all four 
wheels. All three trucks are forward con- 
trol models. For major servicing, the com- 
plete power package, including engine, 
transaxle and rear suspension, may be 


THE 1961 PICKUPS 
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Ford’s most important change this 
year is the integration of cab 
and box, plus greater cargo capacity. 


Ford is introducing an entire new 

line of short-wheelbase trucks, 

the Econoline. Trucks are actually 
shorter than most American compacts. 
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Most unusual trucks of 1961 are Corvair’s 
96 series, and the model that will attract 
the most attention will probably be the 





Rampside model, with its unusual side gate. 


removed as a unit. Similarly, the entire 
front suspension may be removed as a 
unit with the front cross member. 

Probably Corvair’s most interesting 
new truck will be the Rampside pickup. 
In addition to the regular 44.8-inch rear 
tailgate, the Rampside has a side opening 
47.5 inches wide. This opening gives the 
truck its name. The door is a ramp and 
touches the ground when open, making it 
possible to walk into the truck, or, for 
that matter, a wheelbarrow can be wheeled 
directly onto the bed. 

A removable, three-piece floor panel 
assembly is available for Corvair pickups 
when it is necessary to have a flat floor 
area the entire length of the pickup box. 
Capacity of the box with the level floor 
is 37 cubic feet. On Rampside models an 
additional storage compartment is acces- 
sible beneath the auxiliary floor. Pay- 
load on both pickup models is 1900 
pounds and the cargo box, without the 








floor pan assembly, is 80 cubic feet. 

Chevrolet's standard-size pickups have 
changed relatively little. The most impor- 
tant developments are refinements in the 
chassis. The 235-cubic-inch, 135-hp Six 
which was standard last year is carried 
over, as is the optional 283-cubic-inch, 
160-hp V-8. 

The El Camino, Chevrolet’s luxury 
pickup, will be continued this year with 
few changes except for styling modifi- 
cations. 

Ford is also introducing an entire new 
series of trucks, the Econoline, which 
will have three body styles —a pickup, 
a van and a bus. Both Corvair and Ford 
will have a miniature bus this year; how- 
ever, Chevrolet’s model will be considered 
a station wagon, while Ford’s is classed 
with the truck line. 

Ford’s Econoline is unusual in its engi- 
neering but not unique. All three models 
are forward control, with the driver sitting 


a ne as 


slightly ahead of the  front-mounted 
engine. This new truck line will be 
smaller than any other American produc- 
tion model truck —or regular sedan, for 
that matter. Wheelbase is 90 inches and 
overall length, 168.4 inches. The payload 
will be 929 pounds; with overload springs 


and larger tires the capacity will be 
boosted to 1679 pounds. 
Powering the Econoline is Falcon’s 


144-cubic-inch Six. A major change is the 
use of the heavier bearings from Ford's 
170-cubic-inch engine. 

The pickup has a seven-foot-long box 
with 73 cubic feet of capacity and 35.8 
square feet of floor space. Maximum width 
of the cargo area is 63.2 inches, with the 
distances between the rear wheelhouses on 
all three Econolines slightly more than 
four feet. 

Both the van and bus have 204.4 cubic 
feet of load space behind the front seats. 
Both also have double right side and rear 
doors which are interchangeable. The 
doors measure approximately four feet 
in each direction when opened. Inside 
height of the cargo area is 54.3 inches. 

Ford also has a compact pickup, the 
Falcon Ranchero, which was introduced 
last year. The most important change in 


Although Dodge is not introducing a 
new truck line this year, their stand- 
ard pickup has been extensively 

redesigned and has two new engines. 
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FLEXIpLe 
UPHOLSTERY FINISH 


Restore nu-life and color to faded, soiled car, 
plane or boat upholstery! Seats, headliners, 
sidepanels, convertible tops, cloth rugs and 
rubber floor mats will have that original look 
again. Easily applied brush or spray. Won't 
chip or peel. Fadeproof. You can change color 
too! THE ONLY PRODUCT OF ITS KIND 
AWARDED THE MOTOR TREND SEAL OF AP- 
PROVAL. Write for free information, color chart 
and dealer location. 
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the compact this year is an optional engine. 
The new extra-cost powerplant has 170- 
cubic-inch displacement and 101 hp. 
Other refinements include a new air 
cleaner, aluminum engine front cover and 
ribs in the oil pans. 

Ford’s regular pickup line now has an 
integrated cab and box, for greater rigidity 
and longer life. The F-100 and F-250 
Styleside models have nine cubic feet 
more cargo capacity and wider tailgates. 
The wheelbase is also longer. 

The standard engine will be a 135-hp, 
223-cubic-inch Six. Optional at extra cost 
is a 160-hp, 292-cubic-inch V-8. One 
interesting mew power train option is an 
economy axle ratio, 3.22-to-1, which will 
be available on the F-100. 

Although Dodge is not introducing a 
compact truck line, the developments in 
their standard-size pickup are extensive 
and significant. The truck has been com- 
pletely restyled, and, importantly enough, 
the stylists have treated their subject as a 
pickup truck. Another change this year is 
in the name. Dodge pickups will now be 
known as a Dodge Dart — partly because 
the truck is using the Dart’s slanting Six 
engine as its standard powerplant. 

The Dart will have two six-cylinder 
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Since it was introduced late in the 1960 model year, Studebaker’s pickup, the 
Champ, has not been updated to any extent. Standard powerplant is 180-hp V-8. 





powerplants available this year. The 225- 
cubic-inch Six produces 140 hp and 215 
Ibs.-ft. of torque. Strangely, one of the 
Dart’s optional engines will be smaller 
than the standard powerplant. This is the 
170-cubic-inch engine that powers both 
the compact Valiant and Lancer. However, 
this engine will be offered only to special- 
ized, well-informed buyers. A good ex- 
ample will be fleet owners who must make 
a lot of stops and starts each day with the 
engine running. The smaller engine will 
burn less fuel and will be installed only 
where maximum economy during idle 
time is absolutely necessary. Besides the 
Sixes, a V-8 powerplant will also be 
optional. 

The Dart is not only restyled but re- 
engineered throughout. One of the more 
important features is the new drop center 
frame. By lowering the center of the 
frame it was possible to lower the cab 
height a full seven inches without sacri- 
ficing headroom, driver comfort or min- 
imum road clearance. 

Another styling gimmick which has a 
useful function is the dropped section of 
the front door window sill. This gives 
the driver a comfortable location to lean 
his elbow on long trips. 
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Most of Chevrolet’s emphasis this 
years has been on their new Corvair 95 
series. Standard-size pickups have 
been carried over with few changes. 


One thing about the Dart’s detail engi- 
neering is sure, those who have been long 
familiar with pickup trucks had a lot to 
say about some of the new developments. 
For instance, the rear view mirror bracket 
is a heavy-duty bar attached to the frame, 
virtually eliminating any possibility of 
vibration —a big problem on a truck. 
And in the case of the spare tire, the 
mounting is fairly conventional, but a 
special arrangement makes it extra-easy to 
remove and replace. And another place 
that shows a lot of horse sense is the hood 
and engine compartment. The hood opens 
clear across from fender to fender, giving 
all the space possible for working on the 
engine. Moreover, the tops of the front 
wheel housing are flat and serrated so that 
tools can be laid there without danger of 
rolling off. 

Dart’s pickup gets a lot of Chrysler 
Corporation family changes along with its 
two new engines. Probably the most im- 
portant is the alternator. Since its introduc- 
tion on Valiant last year the benefits of an 
alternator are pretty well known — to sum 
it up briefly, the unit supplies current to 
the electrical system at idle speeds whereas 
a DC generator does not, resulting in 
longer battery life. 

Another development which will inter- 
est those who are accustomed to truck 
steering has been made in the Dart’s steer- 
ing system. By changing the geometry and 
re-engineering the steering angle and 
components of the system, coupled with a 
higher gear ratio, steering effort is reduced 
by 60 per cent. The Dart also has a new 
heavy-duty, three-speed manual transmis- 
sion that is now being produced by 
Chrysler Corporation. 

There are, of course, 1961 truck lines 
which have changed little. For instance, 
the GMC, which last year introduced a 
vastly different model and the unusual 
heavy-duty V-6 engine, is relatively un- 
changed. 

Studebaker is another line that has been 
carried over almost intact. Of course, in 
Studebaker’s case the reason is partly be- 
cause the truck was introduced late in the 

1960 model year. 

But those lines which have changed 
have opened not only new avenues of 
thought for pickup trucks, but a whole 
new concept for light-duty trucks of all 
kinds. The changes in trucks are as sweep- 
ing and dramatic as were those last year, 
when compact cars were first introduced. 
And with this new concept, pickup trucks 
could easily move up in importance in the 
American automotive industry. One thing 
is certain — trucks will appeal to far more 
people than ever before. /MT 
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DONT LET YOUR PAINT DIE! 


PROTECT YOUR IMPORTED AND COMPACT CAR FINISH 
IMPORTED CAR FINISHES DEMAND SPECIAL CARE 

Formula d’Elegance Pre-wax Cleaner was developed especially for imported and 
compact cars. Over 50 years of auto finish experience has gone into its develop- 
ment. It contains a synthetic crystal which becomes smooth under the slight 
heat of rubbing and provides an abrasive finer than any ever before used in auto 
cleaners. Special compounds used in imported car finishes are completely safe 
under this carefully designed action. 

Formula d’Elegance Wax gives complete car coverage for protection and truly 
fine appearance with a high-gloss and hard crystalline wax which keeps paint 
bright under an impenetrable coat. 

Both are easy to apply by hand. Packaged in non-breakable 8 oz. bottles the two 
protective liquids are now available directly from the manufacturer at $4.35 
ppd. Or individually, $1.85 for the cleaner & $2.50 for the wax. 
EXCEPTIONAL PLASTIC CLEANER 

For Corvette rear windows and all convertible curtains. Formula d’ etueres 
Plastic Cleaner restores clarity without scratching, is non-static. 8 oz. btl. $1.85 
Order all products from this ad for quick delivery. 
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Formula D’Elegance Ltd., P.O. Box 5414, Pasadena, California 
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Floyd Clymer's POPULAR 


MOTORBOOKS 


NEW — JUST OUT! 


ENGINE SWAPPING — 
NEW EDITION 


Here is a newly revised 
‘‘How-to-do-it’’ book about 
engine swapping. Covers late 
model O engines with 
step-by-tep method of in- 
Stalling into older cars and 
compacts. Information on 
installing Cadillac into 
Ford, Chevrolet into Ford; 
Chrysler into Ford and 
Chevrolet into Studebaker 
and late Chevrolet into earl 
Chevrolet and others. All 
electrical circuit changes. 
Information on adapters, 
engine weights, suspension 
and chassis data. A UST 
book for the enthusiast. 


Postpaid $2.00 


PORSCHE OWNER’S HANDBOOK 


This handbook, the first of its kind to be published, 
is almost a shop manual in its thoroughness an 
complete exposition of repair technique. The 
PORSCHE OWNER’S HANDBOOK explains the why 
of care, tuning and repair so that the owner will 
have a better understanding and can diagnose or 
treat according to his ability. 

In addition, the author, OCee Ritch, veteran tech- 
nical writer and competition driver, has included the 
speed secrets that make the hottest Porsches go. In a 
special section he details proven modifications for 
those interested in super performance. Covered are 
all Porsche models from 1100 to Super 90, plus the 
1500-1600 Carreras; engine chassis, suspension, etc 
Photos of all models, with charts and drawings 

Fully illustrated with hundreds of photos, charts and 
drawings the handbook is far more valuable than its 
nominal purchase price indicates. ..Postpaid $4.00 


VOLKSWAGEN OWNER’S HANDBOOK NEWLY 
REVISED — Edition No. 2 

Covers all models to 1961, 224 (64 more) pages than 
original VW book, 250 photos charts, drawings cov- 
ering all models including Karmann-Ghia, Micro, 
Transporter, passenger cars. Trouble shooting hints, 
tips. Factory shots of manufacturing methods. Here 
is a brand new book every VW owner and prospective 
owner will want. A MUST for the owner, mecnanic, 
prospect, enthusiast, collector........Postpaid $3.00 


SOUPING THE VOLKSWAGEN 


Here is a brand new fully Riustrates how-to-do-it 
took by VW authority-engineer G Morgan. It 
gives full information on increasing power, speed and 
acceleration in the Volkswagen engine. It covers all 
details about high compression, pistons and heads, 
camshafts, carburetion, supercharging, exhaust sys- 
tems, timing and general information necessary for 
souping the Volkswagen. Charts show the increase in 
efficiency and power obtained by each souping opera- 
tion. Thus the owner may decide the steps best 
suited to his requirements and his pocketbook. In- 
cluded are sections on trouble shooting, tune-up, and 
hints and tips on driving the VW. There are dozens 
of charts and drawings, information on VW model 
changes, ana hundreds of things every VW owner 
should kno wee 0eidRawens Postpaid $3.00 


SIMCA OWNER’S HANDBOOK AND CLYMER’S 
ROAD TEST 

This srl service manual on Simca gives infor- 
mation that every owner, prospective owner and en- 
thusiast will want to know about Chrysler's famous 
French Import, the Simca. Covers all models, with 
specific information on care and maintenance. Also 
includes Clymer's road test of the new 1960 Simca 
Elysee model. Tests include Clymer’s drive from 
Detroit to Los Angeles, and one day results of test- 
ing the car up 14,100 ft. altitude Pikes Peak, in 
Colorado. Read the good and the bad features about 
Simca by Clymer. Postpaid $4.00 


RENAULT DAUPHINE OWNER’S HANDBOOK 


Here is a large complete owner's handbook needed by 
every owner of the Renault Dauphine. Tells the own- 
er how to perform service operations and keep his 
car in top condition. Written so the layman can 
understand it. In addition to the technical section 
includes Clymer's test heeos with many photos and 
SY is ecb GUR see bn eSeRe tees neds Postpaid $3.00 
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continued from page 21 


been modified to cope with the greater 
weights, but otherwise, mechanical speci- 
fications and interior trim follow closely 
those of the saloon models. There is a big 
parcel shelf in front below the small cen- 
tral instrument housing; extra carrying 
capacity for bulky items is provided in bins 
in the doors and alongside the rear seats. 
The headlining is washable plastic and 
there is a roof light, a feature not found 
on the sedans. 


MORRIS AND AUSTIN STATION WAGONS 
New all-steel station wagons styled by 
Pinin Farina have been developed from 
the Austin A-55 and Morris Oxford 
sedans. They are called the Austin A-55 
Countryman and Morris Oxford Traveller. 
Wheelbase and mechanical details are the 
same as for the saloons and the same body 
panels are used to a large extent, but the 
roof panel extends full length with the 
peak at the rear, which characterizes the 
current Farina line. 

All doors have pivoting ventilating 
panes and winding drop windows. At the 
rear there is a lift-up window and a drop- 
down tailgate. Overali length is 178.5 
inches. The platform behind the rear seats 
has a capacity of 2814 cubic feet. A new 
feature is a rear seat backrest which is 


split horizontally so that it can either be 





folded forward to provide an extra floor 
6134 inches long with a loading capacity 
of 51.1 cubic feet or hinged to form an 
upholstered headrest at the end of the 
sloping compartment approximately six 
feet long and over four feet wide. 

Powerplant is the BMC B series of 
1489 cc, developing 53 hp at 4350 rpm. 
The spare tire is carried in a holder under- 
neath the loading platform, but the tools 
are in a container reached by lifting up 
part of the platform itself. 

The Austin version has separate front 
seats, while the Morris has a single bench. 
Seat facings are leather or fabric, front 
seats have foam-rubber cushions and rub- 
berized fillings for backrests; rear seats 
have spring cases topped with rubberized 
hair for cushions and foam-rubber back- 
rests. Trim panels and headlining are in 
vinyl plastic. Carpet covering is provided 
for front and rear floors, luggage platform 
and the rear backrests. 


OTHER NEW EUROPEAN MODELS 
SIMCA A new five-bearing engine intro- 
duced by Simca for their Aronde and 
Ariane cars has been launched with an 
impressive demonstration of long-distance 
endurance at the long-deserted Miramas 
track, 44 miles from Marseilles. Driving 


New Morris and 
Austin station 
wagons were styled 
by Pinin Farina. 





Although Simca’s new Aronde and Ariane models have 
a new engine with five bearings, the displacement has not 
been changed because of European taz laws. 
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day and night for 80 days, a team of ten 
drivers covered 124,300 miles at an aver- 
age speed of 65.1 mph. 

Simca’s new engine is the same size, 
1290 cc, as the unit which previously 
powered the Aronde and Ariane, because 
an increase to 114 liter would have raised 
the annual tax and insurance premiums 
for European buyers. 

However, with a new crankshaft run- 
ning in five bearings instead of three, 
bearing area has been increased 30 per 
cent. Big, end bearings are now copper- 
lead-indium, and there is a new fan pulley 
with built-in centrifugal oil filter. There is 
also a reinforced cylinder head, giving a 
higher compression ratio. Power of the 
unit as fitted in the normal Aronde sedan 
goes up to 51 hp with a_ /7.5-to-1 com- 
pression ratio, but the 8.5-to-1 compres- 
sion ratio engine, now used in the Ariane 
and some models of the Aronde, now gives 
61 hp at 5200. 

Other changes in the Simca are rela- 
tively minor. There are new contoured 
seats and backrests. Exterior trim for 
Arondes is simplified and is now stainless 
steel and there is a new instrument panel. 


* * * * 


AT THE END of the Ariane’s record run I 
flew to Miramas to see the car and drive 
some of the 1961 Simcas with the new 
five-bearing engine. First was a Monaco 
two-door hardtop, mechanically equivalent 
to the Montlhery four-door model. 

The steering column gear shift on this 
left-hand-drive model had a light, precise 
action, and I was told the gear shift 
on right-hand-drive models, previously a 
source of much complaint, has been com- 
pletely redesigned. 

Clutch action is light and smooth, but 
when attempting a fast getaway to try the 
maximum acceleration, the axle wound up 
against the stops and there was a loud bang 
from underneath the car. The majority of 
owners, who don’t habitually make racing 
starts, would never encounter it, but they 
might experience the axle vibration which 
developed when approaching the limits of 
adhesion on the rough bends of the Mi- 
ramas track. However, it gives plenty of 
warning before the break-away point is 
reached. 

The new engine- makes an excellent 
impression. It revs freely and with remark- 
able smoothness and pulls well from low 
speeds in top. 

The next model I tried was the Oceane 
convertible. The lines are very attractive, 
but with the folding top erected, the busi- 
ness of inserting oneself through a small 
space only serves to emphasize what an un- 
necessary obstruction a wrap-around wind- 
shield is on a small car. The reclining 
seats, with instant adjustment of backrest 
angle at a touch on a lever, insure a com- 
fortable driving position, and the gear 
shift (only left-hand drive is available) is 

continued on page 78 





J. C. Whitney's 1961 Catalog 
404 pages, over 100,000 items 


ot AUTOMOTIVE 
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7, &PARTS 


For All Makes, 
< Years and Models 


VSAVE 
"5 O% 


Get the new 196] edition of the world’s largest 
and most complete auto equipment buying 
guide catalog NOW! This giant 404 page cat- 
alog SAVES YOU UP TO 1% on ALL your auto- 
motive needs! It lists and illustrates thousands 
of accessories and parts for your car, truck, 
hot rod, custom car or station wagon—from 
early models to brand-new 1961 models, as 
well as for all sports and foreign cars. 

It features the latest Hollywood and Custom 
equipment not yet in stores—new high speed 
parts—in addition to hard-to-find exact re- 
placement parts for old and current models 
alike—all at lowest prices! 

Just send us the coupon below for your FREE 
copy of our new 1961 catalog. Please enclose 
25c¢ in coin to help pay part of the handling 
and mailing costs (refunded on first $5.00 
order). Don’t delay—see what’s new for 1961 
in the automotive field—send for your copy 
now! 


RUSH COUPON TODAY! 


1 J.C. WHITNEY & CO. 

1917 O-12 Archer Ave., Chicago 16, Ill. 

Please rush your giant catalog describing world’s 
most complete line of auto parts and accessories. 
(I enclose 25¢ to cover part of cost, which will be 
credited to me on my first $5.00 order.) 
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Choose from Over 
100,000 Items 


We stock over 100,000 items, 
ready for immediate shipment 
—with new, improved facilities 
to speed up service on every 
order. Buy everything automo- 
tive from one source, J. C. 
Whitney . . . through the only 
complete value-filled automo- 
tive buying guide. Buy with 
complete confidence—satisfac- 
tion guaranteed on every order 
or your money back! 
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TORQUE WRENCHES 
of Life Time Accuracy 


Sold around the world by 
leading hand tool manufac- 
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chain stores, specialty houses. 
Inch-pound, foot-pound 

and metric models in wide 
range of different capacities. 
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Sturtevant Spring Tester 
With any torque wrench, quickly and 
accurately tests and matches sets of 
valve, clutch and other coil springs. 
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Save time and $$$! Change your own oil 
in minutes, — wearing white gloves, if you 
like! Remote Control plug replaces stand- 
ard plug — pays for itself in 3 months! 


@ No jacking, no crawling under car 


@ Just open hood, flick knob, out comes 
the oil 


@ Install it yourself — in minutes 


@ Absolutely foolproof...Does not pro- 
ject below pan...even if cable is 
ripped off, no oil can be lost 


@ Fits practically all cars since ‘49 ex- 
cept Hudson & Lark 


ORDER TODAY, using coupon. Check or 
M.O., Don’t Maii Cash 


COSMOPOLITAN RESEARCH CORP. 
Box 4702, Detroit 19, Michigan 
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Car make —————— 


Name = 
St. & No 
City, Zone, State. 


Sa 























NEW 1960 CATALOG 





‘i 
“S ‘conan Reber cee 
d Ga 7, 


HATTANCO T ENNenes 
— 








CATALOG COUPON 


SEND 25¢ FOR NEW 1960 SURPRISE MONEY 
SAVER CATALOG. 40% BIGGER AND BETTER 
THAN EVER. EACH CATALOG CONTAINS 
$1.00 FREE CERTIFICATE. 
NEXT ISSUE SENT FREE, 





AROUND THE WORLD in 30 days 


excellent. Steering is fairly quick (314 
turns from lock-to-lock) and the driving 
view takes in all four corners of the car. 
The instrument panel, under a crackle- 
finished unpadded black cowl, comprises 
speedometer, with fuel gauge and warning 
lights for headlight high beam, generator 
and oil pressure. 

With the engine turning over near the 
peak, the car reached an indicated 100 
mph down one of the straightaways. A 
racing start produced some axle shudder 
and the suspension was obviously set for 
riding comfort but there was not much 





roll when cornering fast, and there was 
brisk top-gear acceleration from 60 mph 
upwards. A quick check of acceleration 
from standstill to an indicated 50 mph 
showed 11 seconds. 

The hardtop coupe is presumably a good 
deal more rigid, but the rough surface of 
the Miramas track did produce an amount 
of shake and door vibration which sug- 
gested that the convertible is built with 
smooth boulevards in mind. 

Of all the different models I tried dur- 
ing the day, the one that made the greatest 
impression was the new Ariane. Here is a 
big six-seater family car with a large trunk, 
powered by an engine which is small 
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SOFT TOP 
FOR 
CITROEN 








Citroen will introduce early in 1961 its first convertible since 1939. 
Chapron, the French automotive stylist, has designed the custom- 
made body. Like all Citroens, the convertible has front-wheel drive, 
air-oil suspension, disc brakes and automatic jacking. Options 
will include power steering and brakes, and an automatic clutch. 


enough for economy, but can now deal 
satisfactorily with a full load. Its rear 
suspension handles full-throttle getaways 
more confidently than that of the Aronde 
and its variants, and there is a good steer- 
ing column gear shift with which one can 
see indicated speeds of 25 mph in first, 
44 in second, and 70 in third. Flat out in 
top, the speedometer showed well over 80 
mph. This was presumably optimistic, but 
the fact is, the acceleration with the new 
engine now compares quite well with 
that of an Aronde, and the Ariane cruises 
pleasantly at a genuine 55-60 mph without 


Opel has new body 
and refinements 
in the suspension. 
Engine, however, 
has not been 
changed. 


any feeling that the engine is being over- 
worked. The only fault I noted in a short 
run was a brake pedal set rather high in 
relation to the accelerator, so that one 
could catch the sole of the shoe in switch- 
ing from one to the other.— Gordon Wilkins 


NEW CAR NEWS FROM GERMANY 
THE 1961 OPEL Olympia Rekord has a new 
body and is a design of horizontal lines 
based on the Opel Kapitan, its larger 
brother. The car again has an all-around 
windshield but of different design. The 
front entrance is wider now, and the cor- 
ner of the windshield is more flat, which 
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A Very Special 
Notice To 
ROCK HOUNDS 





Wondering where to locate new additions 
to your collection? Wishing for complete 
and dependable information on geographi- 
cal locations of those hard to find rocks 
and gems? Friend, look no further; here’s 
a welcome solution to all your problems. 
It’s the new ROCKS & GEMS BOOK. And 
it’s just what you’ve asked for in your 
letters and cards. 

In the pages of ROCKS & GEMS you'll 
find a verbal divining rod that really works. 
No matter what kind of American stone 
you're seeking, just find its categorical 
nature in the hand R&G table of contents. 
You'll find it there and quickly find your 
answers too. From a myriad of interesting 
facts on the hardness of rocks — to a thor- 
ough, fully illustrated section on descrip- 
tions of stones, from an absorbing feature 
section on the Herkimer diamonds — to 
some arresting tales of Indian picture rock, 
from a brilliant analogy on odd and inter- 
esting rocks — to the nuts’n’bolt “how to do 
its” of faceting and spheres, you'll find 
them all in this book ...and much, much 
more. 


GEOLOGICAL “HOW TO DO IT” SECRETS 
Want to know more about equipment for 
working flat specimens? Find your answer 
on page 42. How about improvements in 
the equipment in your shop? Look no 
farther than page 46. You'll also enjoy the 
crisply edited chapter on helpful sugges- 
tions (page 54). If you’re a do it yourself 
affettuoso when it comes to striking up an 
acquaintance with rock jewelry, vou'll find 
all the how, what, and whys in still another 
chapter of this remarkable book... your 
complete rock book bible. 
ACT NOW! SEND FOR YOUR 

° ROCK BOOK TODAY! 
Se eS SSS SS SSS SS SSS SS eee eee eS 
TREND BOOKS MT-1260 
5959 Hollywood Blvd., Los Angeles 28, Calif. 


Rush me my copy of ROCKS & GEMS today; enclosed 
find 85¢ to cover all mail and handling charges. 
TB-200 


NAME 





(please print) | 

ADDRESS. - ae 
CITY. ime ee 
STATE 








ZONE 











permits a better entrance in front with- 
out touching the outside corner of the 
dogleg with your knee. Visibility is now 
92 per cent all-around sight. The luggage 
compartment offers more comfort and has 
a restyled instrument panel. The engine 
is the same as in 1960 models, but the 
chassis is improved. The front coil springs 
are softer now with special adapted shock 
absorbers. The rigid rear axle has two 
new three-leaf rolling springs with a pro- 
gressive effect. /MT 





New body and styling features of the 
Opel Rekord have been adapted also 
to the Car A Van station wagon. 
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BECOME A 
CAR STYLIST 


Learn to design the cars of the future. 
Train under Faculty of professionals 
for a career in automotive styling. 
Minor in Product Design. Eight semes- 
ter course to B.P.A. degree. Fully 
accredited. Enter in Sept., Feb., June. 
For catalog write Mr. Mack. 

5353 West 3rd St., Los Angeles, Calif. 


THE 
\ ART CENTER , 
> SCHOOL / 

7 


a 


~ 


Cleans engines, garage floors, 
power mowers, greasy walls 
economically and safely. 


In aerosol or pour spout cans. 


At better automotive 
supply and hardware 
retailers everywhere. 


ver Forest, Illinois 


Charlotte, N crolina 


Cornell University crash in- 
IDM P WRAL ME Migamm jury studies indicate that if 

you are ejected from an 
automobile during an accident, the risk of fatality is 
five times greater than if you remain in the car. 
Approved 5000 ib. impact auto safety belts—friction & 
metal to metal design—100% DuPont nylon webbing— 
all colors—write for prices and literature. 


+ ay la 





RAY BROWN AUTOMOTIVE 


mfr. of the original auto safety belt 
5656 SANTA MONICA BLVD., L.A. 38, CALIF 


BUYING A 1961 CAR? 





Write for information on how to save 
$100’s on all 1961 cars—-COMPACTS 
to CADILLACS. Financing, trades, 
order exactly what you want and take 
delivery through new dealer in your 
area—write BEST CAR BUYS, 161. 
Tehama, San Francisco 3, Calif. 
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*You'll know the difference 
from the very start. And the 
shorter, quicker stops too! 
Order yours today. 








spring wrap-up and controlling torque. 


To match the reputation of the bars, we developed the Traction Master 
Shock Absorbers— introduced just a year ago but already known 
in the shock field. Positive contro! 50-50 
action gives you complete dependability — a safe and stable ride with 
top performance. And they're guaranteed for 50,000 miles! 


Special calibrations available for all special needs. 


Traction“ Moston Co. 


everywhere as the “top ride” 


MT-12 


The famous Gold Seal Traction Master bars were designed to end the 
dip, dive and sway of leaf spring rear suspensions — by eliminating 


improved the performance and safety of thousands of automobiles.* 
They are more important than ever on the soft-sprung new models. And 
they are now available for coil spring rears as well as the leaf type! $ 
Complete and ready to install. 42* pair 





OF MOTORING 


THERE’S NO RIDE 
LIKE THE TRACTION MASTER RIDE! 


Through the years they have 


J 3 Pos (normal) 



















2917 W. OLYMPIC BLVD. 
LOS ANGELES 6, CALIF 








OVERDRIVE OWNERS 


A FLEXOVER selective overdrive control unit 
in your 
kickdown 


clutch at any speed. Great in city traffic and 
installation. 


on freeways. 
plete 


FLEXOVER DIVISION 
DURHAM AIRCRAFT CO 





cor makes driving a breeze. Dash 
smoothly. Shift without the 
hs 

Easy $14.95 com- 


Write to 





PO. Box 
Angeles 54 


4043 
Calif 





OWN A °61 CAR FOR 


BLUEBOOK plus 96 pages of price 


information povering the wholesale and 


Tehama, San Francisco 3, 





$300 A YEAR 


me appliances, 








tories 





@ REPAIR MOST EVERYTHING MADE OF METAL 


auto parts, farm & 


garden equip- s 


ment, 


repair 
ground equip- 


ment. lawn 
ta- 


chairs 


bles, orna- fe 
mental iron 


work, gates 
oe wagons. etc. 
hea bend. and straighten with terrific at 













B piete with dark welder ask. arc torch, s ipply of “ 
P ‘ . welding and brazing om Solder, flux and complete 

get amazing facts in 1961 fall AUTO B elaine Instruction Book. Attractive —portable—effi- gy 
cient — durable — 1 year guarantee wt only 4 Ibs 


@ SEND ONLY $3.00 


cash. ck, mo) and pay } tman & 









$9.95 plus COD post on 
retail costs of all U.S. cars & accessories. J} gy "rival or send $12.95 and we will send postpaid. gy 
At your ne whew deg for $1.00 or send a (for, mechanically, ‘minded Port tiny 
$1.00 to: AUTO BLUEBOOK, 16] J] @ ssi one 'ten Ll 


California. 








M@ MIDWAY WELDER Dept. DAG-12, Kearney, Neb. gy 
BEB SBSBSESBE BSBBEEBEE SE BSB 








The SWANK BAR 





This new simulated roll bar eliminates the wind whip of con- 
vertible driving, gives you an “open air ride with top up comfort”. 
The smartest coiffeure remains intact on any drive at any 


speeds with never a muss! 
Constructed of heavy duty triple chromed steel 


fitted with a specially developed shatter-proof plexi shield (white 


Opaque with your car insigne) — SWANK BAR is 


(15 minutes) with just two bolts secured with wing nuts. Unit 
is easily removable, with no diisfigurement of car. 


instructions are included with each kit. 


Available for 57-61 Corvette, Jaguar, Mercedes, Austin-Healey 2-seater, 
MGA, Sprite, Sunbeam Alpine and 55-57 T-Bird. Single or dual in- 


Stallation as illustrated. 


A TRULY SMART HOLIDAY GIFT FOR YOUR MOTORING FRIENDS 
Dealer and Distributor Inquiries Invited 


ACCESSORIES INTERNATIONAL 


stills the wind! 


WIND TUNNEL TESTED 





tube, precision 
easily installed 
Templates and 


‘69 


List Price Each Bar 
50% Deposit 
with all C.0.D. orders 


1925 BLAKE AVE., DEPT. MT 
LOS ANGELES 39, CALIF. 
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| “SELL ‘N’ SWAP 


Requirements are: copy limit of 25 words 
(not including name and address); Ist come, 
Ist served; we reserve the right to edit where 
necessary; we are not responsible for accuracy 
of description, although we will reject any mis- 
leading statements. This service is not open to 
commercial advertisers. No ads will be accepted 
if payment is not made in advance. Only one 
CAR may be listed in any single Sell ’N’ Swap 


insertion. This limitation will not apply to 
parts, catalogs, etc. The charge is $4 per in- 
sertion. If your car is unusual and you have a 


photo of it suitable for publication, you may 
submit it with your ad. If we decide to print 
it there’s no cost to you for the cut, but we'll 
have to decide which photos to use. Sorry, no 
photos can be returned—Editor 


SELL 


’37 LINCOLN K 12-cyl. 4-dr. sed., with semi- 
collapsible top. Chassis, body uph. in perf. 
cond.; engine good. 20,000 actual, chauffer- 


driven mi.; best of care. $1300. K. E. Reynolds, 
110°S Tyler Rd., Wichita 9, Kan. 

*47 LINCOLN CONTINENTAL conv., with re- 
built Cadillac engine. Top, uph., carpeting and 
white acrylic lacquer 1 yr. old. R & h, o.d. 
$1150. George J. Starr, 8800 S. Blackstone Ave., 
Chicago 19, Ill. Phone SA 1-7682. 

°35 PIERCE-ARROW §8-cyl. 4-dr. sed. with 
sidemounts. Orig. paint; very good cond. Run- 
ning in °59. Best offer will not be refused. 
Walter N. Skinner, 4 ents Ave., Saugus, 


Mass. Phone CE 3-37 
"36 BUGATTI Type 57 8-cyl. 3.3-liter cpe., 
with double overhead cams. Like-new cond.; 





L. Legros, 
Brussells, Bel- 


$2000. 
Uccle- 


black & white; 29,760 mi. 
364 Rue Vanderkindere, 
gium. 

’48 PACKARD spt. cp. Orig. 
paint; ww’s. Nice looking; garaged nights. Very 
good mech. cond.; driveable anywhere. $600. 
z. C. Black, 4206 Verner St., Columbia 4, S. C. 
30 MODEL A cpe. Just as from factory — com- 
plete orig. equip’t, 1 owner, 38,000 mi. New 
paint, uph. & tires. Best offer over $1000. G. H. 


gunmetal bronze 


Hennan, 145 Maplewood Ave., Winnipeg 13, 
Man., Canada. 

"17 FORD. Completely o’hauled with orig. 
eauip’t. Newly painted; in perf. running cond. 
$2100 f.o.b. Pierreville. Guy Thibault, Pierre- 
ville, Que., Canada. 

"40 BUICK Century 4-dr., with sidemounts & 


sunroof. No rust; beautiful orig. interior; 
tires. 49,000 actual mi. A big, fast car. 
M. P. Kline, 76 Manor Circle, Bristol, Pa. 
°31 AUBURN 8-98 rumbleseat conv., with start- 
er, dual ratio. New tires, rings, bearings. Cur- 
rent license; runs good. 


new 
$675. 


Needs top, door glass. 





Orig. uph. there, but not good. $1000. James R. 
Wilkeson, 4616 N. E. 75th Ave., Portland 13, 
Ore. 

CLASSIC & ANTIQUE CAR Sales Catalogs: 
Packard, Chrysler, Lincoln, Cadillac, Pierce- 
Arrow, Buick, Ford (Model A & later), Orphan 
& tiw cars; minimum $5 ea. Also MoToR 
(N.Y. Annual Numbers. Details for large, 


stampe a addressed envelope. D. R. Twohy, 400 
N. Kenmore, Los Angeles 4, Calif. 
MOTORBOOKS — British, French, German, 
Italian & American car handbooks & shop man- 
uals; books on maintenance, repair, tuning, rac- 
ing, rallies, antiques, classics. Catalog (500 
items). 25¢. Grays (Dept. MT), Mail Order 
Motor Booksellers, Hurstpierpoint, Sussex, Eng- 
land. 

COLLECTORS .. . Automobile Set 


ink drawings. 





33 
"38 


1, Cars of the °30s: °31 Ford, 
Oldsmobile, °36 Terraplane, 


’32 Chrysler, 
’°37 =Dodge, 


Lincoln Zep 
suitable for 
Watch for S« 





order blanks 
lectors’ item 
. Moore, Bi 
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$4300. Dr. 
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magazines. 
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Clemens, ) 
47 LINCO 
5000 mi. af 
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Lincoln Zephyr. 8% x 1l-in. quality paper 
suitable for framing or mounting. All 6 for $2. 
Watch for Set 2. Cole-Cars, 243 S. Whiteoak St., 
Apt. C, Kutztown, Pa. 

TUCKER AUTOMOBILE factory _ literature, 
order blanks, specs. of this fabulous car. Col- 
lectors’ items. Send $1 for complete packet. 
J. Moore, Box 657, Grand Rapids, Mich. 
AUTOMOBILE PHOTOS — of the world’s finest 
cars & coachwork, American & Continental, of 
the classical era. Not snapshots. Illustrated list- 
ings 25¢. G. A. Moffitt, 306 W. 94th St., New 
York 25. 

GENUINE “SEE-RITE” sidemount tire mirrors. 
Brand-new — complete with heavy cast-brass 
bases for strap mounting. Triple chrome-plated 
over brass & nickel; highly polished. Special sets 
available for popular p srnth iy State make of car 
& type wheels. $45 pr., less straps, prepaid & 
insured. A. Ward Shanen, 2444 S. Orkney St., 
Philadelphia 48, Pa. 

%-INCH SCALE to foot wood kits — Marmon 
V-16, ’33-’34 Packard, Pierce-Arrow, Cord L-29. 
Body choices; engine, chassis details. $2.50 ea., 
f.o.b. Vote on 5th. Franklin Ingraham, IMVOW- 
MT, Albion, N. Y. 

AUTOMOBILE CATALOGS, Motor Annuals, 
complete listing 35¢. Over 2000 magazine color 
ads on every auto 1924-38. Ads 50¢-$1. Please 
request. A few Auburn Speedster & Cord cata- 
logs left at $2 ea. Sheldon J. Lewis, 61-33 
213th St., Bayside, L. I., N. Y. 

*55 MERCEDES-BENZ 300-SL Gullwing. In 
pert. shape — gray, with orig. red leather interior. 





ee 








_ z 
$4300. Dr. Neville Murray, 827 Nix Bldg., 
San Antonio 5, Tex. 

34 PLYMOUTH 4-dr. sed. in good running 
cond. Good body, good engine, good interior. 
Write for further info. James Allen, Talge Hall, 
Collegedale, Tenn. 

AUTOMOBILE CATALOGS -— old, new, foreign; 
glossy photos, shop manuals, dealer books, motor 
magazines. Free info; non-profit organization. 
Auto Maniacs of America, Box 451, Mt. 
Clemens, Mich. 

‘47 LINCOLN clb. cpe. Orig. cond.; less than 
5000 mi. after o’haul on V-12. Power windows 
& o.d. $200. Lynn Nelsen, School of Mines & 
Tech., Rapid City, S. D. 

27 OR ’28 CADILLAC V-8. Complete (but 
without body). Best offer takes it. Frederick 
Fosse, Rt. 1, Rothsay, Minn. Phone RE 6-6477. 
°37 CORD 812 Beverly sed., with Lycoming V-8 
engine, front-wheel drive. All-new chrome; radio, 
ww’s. Completely restored; in exc. running cond. 





$1650. G. A. Peacock, Gen. Del., Dumfries, Va. 
"29 FORD screened-in %-ton truck. In good 
cond., 32,000 orig. mi.; can be driven anywhere. 





Will sell to best offer over $600. Andrew J. 
Viviano, 229 S. Cochran Way, New Castle, Pa. 
’37 PACKARD 8-cyl. cpe. with rumbleseat. Perf. 
& orig. cond.; good tires with safety tubes. 
$536.50 spent on complete o’haul, re-chroming 
grille, etc. $2500. Martin W. Bello, 519 Crow 
Lane, Billings, Mont. Phone ALpine 2-0818. 
728 CHEVROLET 4-cyl. l-ton truck. Gregg 
grain box. 4 exc. tires & spare. Still in use; easily 
restorable. Extra engine & other parts. $375. 
Edward J. Cervenka, Moccasin, Mont. 
AUTOMOBILE LITERATURE -— Sales catalogs, 
shop manuals, full-page magazine ads. Send 10¢ 
for list. Paul Wobus, Dittmer, Mo. 


SELL OR SWAP 


750 DAIMLER-HOOPER chauffeur electric conv. 
cpe. One-of-a-kind — largest conv. cpe_ built; 
22 ft. long. All-alum.; beautiful & unusual. Orig. 
cost $27,400 by James Melton. $4000 or trade. 
Jack O’Connor, 1612 Beacon St., Cincinnati 30, 
Ohio. 

’36 CORD 810 sed. Restored — new uph., mech. 
exc.; beautiful cond. thruout. $1895; will con- 
sider trade. C. D. Long, 5731 Calhoun Ave., 
Van Nuys, Calif. 

"47 LINCOLN CONTINENTAL hdtp. Com- 
pletely orig., except for 58 Cadillac engine. 
New lucite paint; perf. cond.; 1l-owner car. 
$3000; will trade for Gontinental Mark II. 
Frank Unkle, 3643 Holland Syl. Rd., Toledo 6, 
Ohio. Phone TU 2-6376. 


WANTED 


SCALE MODEL CARS: AMT, Jo-Han, etc. 
Mainly interested in models from ’57 & older, 
but will buy some newer models. Also have some 
for sale. Larry Cornell, 3980 Electric Ave., San 
Bernardino, Calif. 

AUTOMOBILE CATALOGS, Motor Annual 
Show Numbers, ATJ magazines. Paying top 
prices for classic material, individual items or 
complete collections. Send listing of material, 
asking price & cond. of material. Sheldon J. 
Lewis, 61-33 213th St., Bayside, L.I., N. Y. 





ELECTRIC 


ENGINE 
HEATER 













12 CALIBER 
SPECIAL FACTORY 


$00 


post- 
paid 


USES POWDER CHARGE 
This small bore gun shoots 12 cal 
lead bullets fired by small 4.4 mg. 
powder charge. Not a CO, gun! You'll 
like the handsomelines, grip, and bal- 
ance. Western in style, but patented ball and 
cap action allows this low price. 934’ steel barrel 
cased in knurled styrene stock, overall 1312’ 
Develop pistol form, accuracy at a fraction of 
cost of large caliber pistols. Comes with 50 lead 
bullets. Satisfaction guaranteed. Send $3 to: 


HAIG MFG. CO., Box 4-M, San Gabriel, Calif. 





ask to see 
the complete 
line of 


NATIONAL 


Wheel Covers 


at your 
favorite auto 
accessories 
store 


NATIONAL 


NAMSCO INC . Bellwood 








Works 
in 
seconds! 







Loosens Rusted Bolts 


nuts, screws, ‘‘frozen’’ parts! 






The super-penetrating rust 
solvent that quickly loosens 
rust and corrosion. 
AT ALL HARDWARE 
AND AUTO STORES 
RADIATOR SPECIALTY COMPANY 










WANTED! 


Mechanically Inclined 
Men to Qualify for 


BIG PAY JOBS 


AND SPECIAL FACTORY 
TRAINING IN DIESEL 





INSURES EASY STARTING AT FREEZING OR BELOW! 


Take a hot tip from the major truckers! Install this NEW, 
TP! Electric ENGINE HEATER in your car! Plug into any 
110 V. (600 Watt) electrical socket; see how it keeps your 
engine warm and condensation-free, ready for INSTANT, 
cold weather starting! 

Exclusive TP! built-in Pre-Set Thermostatic Control auto- 
matically maintains water temperature in the engine. Pro- 
vides perfect ‘‘start insurance.’’ Electrical cycle begins 
when engine temperature hits 40 cycle stops at 100°! 
Safe, sure; pays for itself by prolonging the life of your 
=. battery, Starter, plugs. Cuts down costly repair 
ills, too! 














‘“‘We need qualified repairmen, operators, 
mechanics NOW!”’, say Diesel Manufac- 
turers. Highway Builders, Truck Line Op- 
erators in every corner of America. Can 
you qualify for these High Pay Jobs? We 
can help you! Interstate’s General Course 
and Cummins-approved Diesel home-train- 
ing courses are internationally recognized. 
Advisory placement service for trainees, 
Don't wait. Men are needed NOW! 


Get the Facts Today! 
eee eee 
| WRITE INTERSTATE TRAINING SERVICE | 
| Dept. A-29, Portland 12, Oregon 
Rush information on 1.T.S. Diesel Courses, | 
I special Factory Training and Diesel Job 
Opportunities. 









Don't take a chance when the mercury 
ry P95 starts to drop! Install a TP! Electric 
postpaid ENGINE HEATER today! Sold by mail 

only with a money-back guarantee. 

Simple installation takes minutes. 
Directions come with unit. 


ATTENTION 2-CAR OWNERS! 
SAVE MONEY! ORDER A PAIR 
FOR $23.95! 

TECH PRODUCTS, INC. 
6th & Trumbull Streets, Elizabeth, N. J. 


Dealer and Distributor inquiries invited. Exclusive territories. 
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AIRFIX OLD TIME CAR KITS 
value-packed at 50c each 
Antique cars authentically 
detailed. Each a collector's 
prize. Complete with detailed 
instructions. 
* 1930 Bentley 





* 1905 Rolls Royce 
* 1910 Model T Ford ¢ 1911 Rolls Royce 
* 1904 Darracq * Bullnose Morris Cowly 





CUSTOMIZING SPORT CAR KITS 
Triumph — Healy — MGA. only 49¢ each 





Alla Romeo. 158. 1950 RACING CHAMPIONS BY MERIT 


—_ 89c 89c 





Lago-Talbot, 1949 









- 


item No 4624 kit 





Each kit 1s fantastically de . 
tatled m every interesting line, 

complete with the history of each racer, instructions and colortul 
decals. OTHER MERIT RACERS—$1.39 each 

#C P Grordim, 1952 @ Aston Martin DB 36, 1956 
©@Grand Prix Ferrari, 1956 © Grand Prix Connaught 

© Grand A Vanwail, 1954 © Cooper 500 MK IX, 1956 
*G P BRM, 1956 ® Lotus MK XI, 1956 





WORLD-FAMOUS BLUEBIRD 
$1.98 complete kit 
Donald Campbell's world record-breaking speedboat authentically 
detailed in 1/24 scale. Complete with detailed instructions Item 





DEALERS: Inquire about big sales in hobby kits 


ASSOCIATED HOBBY MFRS., INC. 
3214D N. BOUDINOT ST., PHILA. 34, PA. 
TVBFL means The Very Best For Less 


Add 50c handling charges on orders less than 
$3.00. Try your dealer first. Dept. MT 1260 




















wm=-wDACH 





DEERSKIN DRIVING GLOVES 
DESIGNED for ROAD or RACE 
Outstanding DRIVING GLOVES made of native North Amer- 
ican Deerskin: soft and washable as chamois, and 
RUGGED! Deerskin’s ability to ‘‘breathe,’’ coupled with 
our exclusive perforated design, guarantees excellent 
ventilation. Light weight and unique texture provide 
exceptionally sensitive NON-SLIP GRIP. Other QUALITY 
FEATURES: fully table cut and gauge sewn inseam to pre 
vent scrimping ee Elasticized wrist and back for snug 
fit; tiny palm perforations guard against blisters. Color: 

Saddle. Men’s Sizes 7-11%2. $7.95 pr., postpaid. 

D. R. CURRIE 
Dept. B, NORWELL, MASS. 
TO ORDER: Send check or money 
order for $7.95. Please state size. 
10-day money back guarantee. 
Sorry, no €.0.D. 











The Newest Thing Under The Sun! 
ADJUSTABLE /\ 
SUN GLASSES 


Nose Pads and Bridge Can Be 
Contoured To Fit Your Face 
\ Perfectly! 








Latest stylin 

in unbreakable 
sunglasses.Com- 
plete protection 
against sun, snow, 
fog. For driving, 

hunting, fishing, etc. 





Available in two colors, green or amber, with or 
without sideshields. Priced at only $5.00 including 


deluxe ‘‘carry-all’’ case. Sent postpaid. Specify 
color and sideshields when ordering. No C.0.D.’s. 


WARNER IMPORTS “Su ftarn caistorms 
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A NEW UTILITY TRAILER which can be low- 
ered to the ground for loading and raised 
to normal position for trailing has been 
introduced by Kirby Trailers, Inc. The 





five by eight-foot trailer is raised and 
lowered by a winch, has individual wheel 
suspension and a capacity of 2000 pounds. 
For further information write Kirby Trail- 
ers, Inc., 6921 Jellico Ave., Van Nuys, 
Calif. 

FOR THOSE WHO WISH to measure the per- 
formance of their cars, a new instrument 
has been placed on the market. Called a 
“G-Meter,” the aircraft-type instrument 





analyzes auto performance by measuring 
road horsepower at the rear wheels, and 
also checks brake efficiency. This acceler- 
ometer uses no cables, hoses or electrical 
connections, and requires no drilling or 
special installation. It can be switched 
from car to car. The price is $9.95 post- 
paid, with a money-back guarantee. Infor- 
mation can be obtained from the M & H 
Instrument Co., Box 857, Balboa, Calif. 


THOSE STICKY CAKED-ON bugs and road tar 
that plague the motorist now disappear 
like magic with Kleenique, a new multi- 
purpose cleaner in a convenient preéssur- 
ized can. It also cleans interior upholstery, 
and under the hood, makes grimy engines 
look like new again. Kleenique is also 
handy around the house. It removes 
smudges, finger marks, furnace dirt, lip- 
stick, and greasy dirt of all kinds. It can 





be used with perfect safety on cabinets, 


NEW PRODUCTS 


stoves and canopies, grills, sinks, wood- 
work, plastics, and other washable surfaces, 





A 13-ounce can is priced at $1.79, post- 
paid, from Antique Corner, Inc., South 
Bend 24, Ind. 


A NEW TyPE of automobile inside safety 
handle locks with the driver’s own igni- 
tion key. When set in safety position they 





spin freely, making it impossible for car 
doors to be opened — effectively child- 
proofing the car. When children are not 
in the car, however, they may be disen- 
gaged to function like ordinary inside 
handles. Price, $8.50 pair. Write Detroit 
Master Products Co., 16490 Woodward 
e., Detroit 3, Mich. 


PROBLEMS OF LIMITED-RANGE cCOmmunica- 
tions among hunters, fishermen, sports- 
men, etc. can be solved by the new Globe 

continued on page 84 





Save 


Transmissic 
V ents | sh 
V4 =¥ t 


TMinATE THIS | E 


+ Spring-looded—ene 
to — in one ees) 


» Reesives dy 9 24 





FuzzY 





+ Soft, fuzzy white f fr 
= te te: 


+ fistie insert for « 


+ Newest countrywide 


smugly, securely. Be tt 








FRONT or RE 

LOWERING 
KITS 

tor All Cars 


sii fer Use on All Coil 
iprings With or | 
Without Shock Ab- 


torbers in the Cen- 
ter. 


} tesy, quick wey to | 


mo I! instructions. 
s er Kit 


“DING-DO 





0 
Easily instolied on on 
Ne. 49 each 














od- 


ces, 








st- 
1th 


ty 
ni- 
ey 


Save More Than Ever Before on Auto Parts, 
Car Club Jackets 





















to Floor Board 
Shift. Puts the 


Positive Shifti 


Shift on the Floor 
for Fast, Easy and 


NI 
SPRING 






Uses Standard “H" 








miminaTe THIS Easily Installed. 
+ Spring-loe: 


© geor 
+ Requires only @ 243 Hts ye 
just shield. 








hout missing @ gear—yi 





2nd qeor 


ded—enables you to shift from Ist easy to 
te 2nd in one eeosy motion without missing 


mere- 57-60 Mi 
tick forward and it automatically 
You can't miss with this 


FOR 


alterations to tra 
@ 249" hole is mi 


+ Chrome pleted tow clevises, s 
+ Eliminates lost motion, st, noise of steering tower dust shield wt shift stick o 
column shite. to follow instructions. For the 
. «top quelity, ret te iced! 
ransmission kit you con quickly 40-54 Chev. w/o vac. shift 
“ae rt your column shift trans- 55-60 Chev 4 
mss a highly efficient floor board shift 49-54 Ford 
for fo! itive shifting. You get the 54-60 Ford w jside plates 
most f your engine, out of your trans- 
mis the lost motion of the column 56-60 Ford w/top pate 
shift mpletely eliminated. This kit uses 312 eng. 
stond: H” shifting pattern and tl ring- 51-54 pe Ae y 
ded shitting lever enables you to shift from 55-59 Mercury w/side plotes 








MODEL 


install, conversion kit 
INSMISSION are fi 


Transmission Conversion Kits for Chev., Ford, Merc., Pont. 
Converts Column 
Shift Transmission 


Ew 





|G-LOADED 


No oerinn 








es to the interior end exterior 





















Fits 9 
wd anny white tur. 
itinctive touch te the exterior 


new, 


es 
with o soft, fluffy fur muff 


re fit 


ths brand-new raed vloque muff. 
38 —€ocl POSTPAID 


FUZZY CAR MuUFFS 


for Mirror, Visor or Horn Ring 





tt Vy white tur mutts—edd vn aye gone 





nugly around cer plaque, trims it with 


they're different, they're sen- 
t rage—dressing your cor plaque or 
Muffs 


rst in your crowd to have 


1.25 









*Ulestic insert for easy attaching, easy re- 
- cod restricted erees 
Me © rege. 
Now u a- trim your mirror, visor and horn Cutout — _ for use with a 
ning ell as your cor plaques with o soft, § De * a ony =e. Canine 
fly tur mutt. They're new, they're different 10e Cuto t heavy gauge steet 
they're sensatione! — theyit make your cor | ol! welded construct tually strengthen: 
stond out from ail the o the oman ad ope & ompletely mechonical 
Muffs ore mor t, flutty ongora- type prings eok New deep vaive seat 
ate fur. Glestie inner? ellean otype Tl below pice level assures tight leakproof seal 
~ leat ter vous croed 1a | when closed. Anoled outlet permits free un 
POSTPAID restricted flow through outlet Can also be 
- pa hy sed 10 operate two different toned mufflers 
Ne. $7 = —Visor or Horn Ring Mu Exhoust cufout is complete with anting 
i bolts, -nsula and dash contro! 
of All Exhaust Pipes POsTPAlD 
diometer i 
Pies 





“% 








¢ All Exhoust 
1am 


s $2.89 





of 





FRONT or REAR END 


LOWERING mee Nonshe 
KITS szzy" tering 
A colors, Fits all size seeing shee — Bn gy “$1 5 
Rear Coil PUSH-BUTTON 
— Front & Rear Speaker 
' All Coil : 
brings With or Selector Switch 
wrbers we bs tho Cos- Cer 0 Soe Se Spee 


ptesy, quick oe * Jower front or rear ends. ‘speckers of the some 

py : for fest, eesy in- 

hives © one thet "al, o-n-g look. 

p Reduces center of = es wind re- t push-button switch thot gives 

edded sefety. - I i 

ow gh TO e “a” |] You push-button contro! uf your front and reor 
pre-wired, = sok \—ready for instaliotion 

i No cutting, drilling or welding necessary. S complete with bright finish dial 

With this new front end lowering kit you con plate that Ps clearly marked “Fron “Rear,” 

javick ly sily lower the front or rear of Bf Ong°ogorh” also hos -- be sa 

pny car with coil springs. Makes it easy to [i Knobs, necessary mounting hardware ond easy 

jchieve that extro-low level look. This kit is 9 1 follow instryctions 

designed f installation — ially Fie. ‘postpain.. $2.25 

engineered clamps thot fit in coils 

of spring easily on most cars. Can be installed 

without Fr i Springs 4 “A” trome.* +3 

Clomos permit lowering fron of ain Reactor 9g 

cor from to 3”—con be eosity adjusted os 

desired ore complete with all necessary 

ports to lower both front or rear coil springs 


ond full instructions. 
Ne. 83 —Per Kit td 




















“DING-DONG” BELL 
from BERMUDA 





x 
From the romantic island of Bermude comes § Ne. 308 245 
this inspiration he Bermuda “Ding Dong POSTPAID 

Bell, bringing with it all the chorm and color os. 





sh — engineer 
— pleasant to hear 
Easily installed on any cor 


Ne. 49 each 


it Proof ond polished to o 









washable pop! 








ular wind bees er 









wi 
CHOICE OF FIVE [ DESIGNS 


the engine de!’ top po 
er, its top economy. 0 i 
move old muff I the duaf 
muffler exhaust 
‘and you're ready to enjoy sport: form 
once from your ‘60 Corvair engine. K 
tains 2 steel packed sports cor mufflers with 


DUAL 
MUFFLER 
EQUALIZED 
EXHAUST 
SYSTEM for 
1960 CORVAIR 


Complete with 2 St 
Packed Sports Cor Mufflers. 
Makes o real sports cor of the ‘60 Corvair 
° Pressure. 


15 minutes— 


The simplest, easiest and most economical woy 
to improve the all-around performance 


in epprox., 





equalized exhoust Eliminates 


of crossover pipe 


Whether vem sport is tee rods, sport cors, [| hangers attached, | dual equolized exhaust 

boats, 4 midg so jocket [| system, 2 curved’ extensions led to muf 

thot fits ony Nochetuosh or club tr ny. W's flers, all necessary hangers, brackets and in- 

@ colorful, high i that is corefully [J structions. 

tailored from the fines! River sonforized. No. 688 Per Kit $23.95 
ik 


orvair is to install this duol muffler ond J 
bock 

















@ Fol 

Bovis SIZE ba Buicn’s Special, 

RD, Hudson Jet x 
(aman) Pont notion 
i ~ = A. 
Pontice Stor Chiefton and 0: 
EXTRA LARGE SIZE for 
Chrysler imperial, Large Linco 
wagons ond oher exra lorge 5: 
Stende: imy’ 
$7. % 


’ 33 





Ser oe 
Lorge 
Ne. $62 Extra 


Ne. 568—Extra Heavy 









Chevrolet, 


For Small Foreign Cars, — Cars 


Size 168°x54"x54". Also fits Corvette and 

Mids Saet 

a Ne. Eo. 
le. $66—Standord 

Ne. $67—Heov 


10.95 
12.95 





Has such desired features os roo! ” 
os sliding zipper front, comfortable tp! LUCKY 
inserts—ond it is tr with + 
DuPont “Aridex” to make it woter and spot Gear Shift 
repellent. Smart-looking enough for dress-up, 
rviceable enough for work, economical enough KNOBS 
for casual Fit ALL geor shift levers 
s classy jacket is ag | in ony of lew, novel gear shift knobs—be the first to 
5 designs shown abov “NO CLUB— Cont. have them. & boll 3 17 in diometer-— 
OLF HAVE OBES WILL Bn ges all black with figure 8 on white background, 
ROAD DEVILS HT PROWLERS”, oF Lucky dice is 1% squore — white with block 
‘CAM BUSTERS which ore permanently silk dots. Made © if composition plastic Postpaid 
screened on back of jacket, ond fi locked I We. —Dice kno eoch 1.50 
for o velvet-like effect. Choice of 3 colors: I wo. 3 My oy ‘coch 1.50 
Red with White e . Bh ith White em- 
blem, or White with Block embi: 7] * ” 
sizes: Small, Medium, Large, or  Extro-Large Stop Car Thieves’ 
ordering, be sure te speci * . 
‘ond emblem desired. $6 95 with this 
Ne. $92 —Each le art 
Auto Burglar Alarm 
— of the Fin 
y Gouge Trans. 
parent Plastic 
Protects 
?v 
© Corrosion bet this privete <aliee 
Rust im protect your cor 24 
Soe hours’ dor—comanteh 
” 
eSolt tatermnitventiy if cor is, 
@ Air, eS : . 
lack: Indivi " tice! es eo 
seco dually. All seams reinforced. =) Avole This cuteme ically. v 
ottom holds cover t 
firmly in place Here is ¢ only all- —y “protection agains’ 
© Slips on and off in 2. itty. accessory, tire soline, and auto thieves. 
‘olds into compact larm installs under ¢ ood ond out: tie - 


leaving cor. Upon- 


olete instructions for simple, quick installation 


postPaim —foch $2.50 


Me. 17— 


Star 
Fire 





Conversion Kit 


FOR ALL C. 
Muromatig. ‘choKe 


Converts Automatic Choke 
te Menwel Control. 





to thet troub' 


operation — eliminates stifling 
motor vacuum while operating engine 
Ne. $5— 

Each 


MANUAL CHOKE am 





Eliminates hard starting — stalling — flooding 
oublesome 


economi 


$3.95 


sor engineered for al 
Positive manual choke contro! with trouble free 
ond restricted 


CAP SPINNER 
Beeutifies the Cer the Easy Wey. Dresse: 


UD 
the hub cap. Gives yk 


Mo special tools needed 


SS Ee Oe tsetse $1.79 


BULL NOSE ORNAMENT 


For Customizing Ford. 
. * 


jere., Chev., 
é Ply. 
Ze) 








a 





AUTOMATIC TRUNK LIGHT 





Replaces foctory hood ornament. Blends per 
fectly w widing. For the following cars 
47-S4 F uA Mercury 
1957 Ford lymouth 
51-53 Dodg Pontiac 





ae 
47-54_Chevro! 


Ne. 47—£o “4 POSTPAID $2.49 
Chrome Door Lock Kngbs 


TRIPLE CHROME PLATED 


















struction 
jacking—No Bott! 


traight-t con: 


inner ¢ 


THE MUFFLER we THE weveesy R-O-A-R! 
ru with perforated 


hanges colored lock 
knobs to oll chrome. Cus 
oon —- ag Raed hag 
elt necensory wire ‘incheced. Com- | brietwers. inside. of doors 
Bia enameings et $1.59 | Re" 9 . $1.00 
WHEN YOU WANT PLENTY OF NOISE—INSTALL A 
iz a 
a. 3 HOLLYWOOD NOISE MAKER MUFFLER 
aa © Shell length only 1) inches long e ~. Stee! ,Soneeetian with electrically 
© Overall lenath 14”. Diameter 5 @ Universal end cops with bushings make this 


muftier adaptable to ony size toilpipe 
@ Complete with clamps and bolts 98 
Ne. 541—Each . 








16 






































529-0 
Ground raised letters s C. gn 


Accessories at 


Brand New Car Plaques 


Eye Cotching Design—For the Individue! 

















































Oy fallinle 


Hebe 























Paint boked on 





Get 


grout 


zn 
Coss ened eroacialty oe the proud Volkswagen 


Eoch 







y time you C4 
ed Plaque 


embossed lettering and 








HOT SPARK 
INTENSIFIER 


mance ond stops 


$1.98 


sc WHITNEY¢co 





























FIX YOUR CHEVROLET HAND 
Fer all nypge 1940 thru 1960 252 pages of 
wnstructior 1d silustrations. 

No. 120— Fuch—POSTPAID $2.95 
FIX Your PLYMOUTH HAND BOOK 
1960 229 pages of 


$2.95 














ie. Te —tocn pOsTPAlD 


AX your FORD HAND BOOK 


243 pages of 


$2.95 









< Pan 
Ne 7 49 


“Eoch- 6 para 10 
















All repair information on model A's 

Ne. 276—Eoch—POSTPAID 

Renault psa peony Owner's Hand 
For repair and maintenance. Over 185 

pages with 1500 imustretions 

Ne. 22—Eoch. POSTPAID \< 

Volkswagen mers Hai 

Over 2. saa. with 150 illustrations on core 





ond ow ten if VW. 
Ne. 915—Eoch_ POSTPAID 
Vauxhall Maintenance & Repai 
Book. For ol! models from 1933 thru 4 
241 pages, over 100 illustrations. 2 
Ne. 370— AID . 


Englisk — Maintenance & Repair 


models from 1934 thru 1958 
42 pages, ov 4) pivcton. drawings. 
Ne. 371— toch, PosTP. $2.25 





raoerpeong specs ‘Manesl How to 


iC _ engines. $2.00 
= thy dod it yo wigs poges. 2.00 
Ne. 360—Eoch_ POSTPA! 


Model A&T iy seats Hand 


Contains 576 pages of information 
ond instructions, on couation ond maintenance 
ct both “T” 

Ne. 61—Eocr, “pOsTPAID - .' 





™WIND-UP” 
SPORTS CAR KEY 









is_@ lough-getting everyone will 
po ate the wale =x 74" high) wind- 
up-type key be ott onywhere—on 


on the door our bat the trunk 
deck of any cor, etc. It will create comment 
ond bring a smile wi it is seen 

of high impact plestic with heavy duty rubber 


Each rostpeit $1.49 



















TRUNK TOOL HOLDER 


FITS ALL TIRES! 
‘spo! 


e with nylon 
threo 


No 721 —Eoch—POSTPAID $1 .98 





me 
with, easy to-f 
Stock 
627A 

8 



















Kits ore complete 
low instru s 





« Worn Chrome 
—Shop Kit for Copper 





ance 
less. botteries, 








eng: i 
suring longer enqine 
life. For all makes 
of cors 7 


USE THIS HANDY ORDER FORM 


MAIL TODAY! ---- 
















PIN STRIPING 
Letest Custom 





gine! design erviginn, 
on 


Con applied 
uurtace Wil net chip, 
Kir contains fifteen 
designs up to 644” 

Will stripe % entire car; 






Coit, Some, Red 








ic WHITNEYéco 


easily 


pee! 
in nine different 


jenders, trunk lid, 
heed, shies ond ether gare "Speci color wen 


..$1.00 
1917 Archer Ave., 





Cor mi 
onywhere cor 
Neo. 285 Eac! 
Go-K: 
deep. 5/16" 








tion ki 
Ne. 27° 





Chicago 16, Ill. 





Weighs. 1 ib. 
h 





cod. % to slot. 
er head it ited 20a sit $1.00 














ee 
wide 


Name 


JCWHITNEY#co 


1917 0-212 Archer Ave., Chicago 16, Ill. 





pay balonce 








payment o¢ 
arked 
ore 





ing charges upon 


er payment 


nm full 























Ship following 
order on mon- 















5 
enter of setir- 
fection 





Description 








STATE—My cor is © —— —————O—O——— No. of Cyi____ 
Addres —s — — 
(D Cotolog sent Free with ¥ 
order aot See ee 
City —_ ———_— Zone______ Stote___ Cotolog only—Send 25¢ 


Price 





Color Dye for Lamp Bulbs 


Customize Your Cer 
With Colored Instru- 
ment Lights. 





jonent transparent, dye that wil! 
ellophone coat 
Gosh lights, ‘ome. hones 


This is © perm 
odhe: 


ing. Use on 
lanterns and 





—coplicate md ten lor 
wera! bu lable in RED, GREEN, BLUE 
ond V) ing. 


1OLeT Store color wanted wi 
45s— 


toch. $1.00 
fron EXHAUST CUT-OUT 


RON 








Exhaust ‘Foe Tt" te 
Exhaust tone 1s tos Slide the dash Con 
@s @ cut-out in the country and clos 








“Hollywood” Wolf Whistle 


Intoke manifold 
whistle gives the wolf 


NEW 404 PAGE CATALOG_ 
JAM-PACKED WITH VALUES 


ACCESSORIES 
AND PARTS _ 
Vor 


This giant 404-page cotolog, pocked with 

over 100,000 items for the avtomotive, truck, 

cor, hot rod and custom cor owner. . . is 

gun EE es ee eee 
odvertisement 


from this you just wont 
the catalog, snd oly 8 tse por of 
hendling ond mailing cost ( on your 
first order) 




















STOPS O/L BURNING! 








STOP EXHAUST SMOKING! 


AT GARAGES, SERVICE STA., 
ACCESSORY STORES 
RADIATOR SPECIALTY CO. 


CHARLOTTE, NORTH CAROLINA 


ADJUSTABLE SHOCK ABSORBERS 
20,000 MILE GUARANTEE 


© Every KONI is performance tested 
* Adjusts up to double damping 

© Double acting, bump and rebound 
© Specially designed for each car 

© Fit domestic and foreign cars 

e Standard on Porsche, Ferrari 

© Increased comfort & safety 








For details, list of dealers, write: 
KENSINGTON PRODUCTS CORP. 


Dept. MT, P.O. Box 77, Lenox Hill Station, 
New York 21. Phone: JUdson 2-9343 


Full line of garage lifts available. 












A 4-WHEEL DRIVE 
WITH WARN HUBS! 


Get where you're going fast in free- 
wheeling, easy-steering 2 w.d., take the 
rough stuff in 4 w.d. when you get 
there! Use 2 or 4 w.d. automatically 
with Warn Lock-O-matics, manually 
with Locking Hubs. Proved by over a 
billion miles of service, uncondition- 
ally guaranteed. At 4 w.d. dealers. 


WARN MFG. CO. 
Riverton Box GO64-F Seattle 88, Wash. 





Models tor 
oll 4 w.ds. 
te Vs tons | 








Why haven’t you sent for your bodies by LA 
DAWRI brochure. We have a body for your 
chassis for $395.00. Why wait, make a date. 
Send $1.00 for your 4-color brochure. Includes 
instructions for your chassis. 


La Dawei st-12, 80x 2147 
_ COACHCRAFT LONG BEACH 1, CALIF. 








YOU NAME IT, IT’S IN THE 
1961 MOON CATALOG 


Send $1.00 (refundable with order) TODAY! 


MOON 10820 So. Norwalk Blvd. 
EQUIPMENT (0, Seonto Fe Springs 25, Calif. 
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NEW PRODUCTS 


continued 

“Pocketphone,” which is no wider than 
a pack of cigarettes and less than twice 
as tall. The effective range is one mile 
under average conditions, and this can 
be increased by using a Globe CB-100 or 
CB-200 at the home base. It offers a good 





quality of tone and earphones for privacy. 
The small rechargeable battery will last 
a year or more, and the case is of durable, 
high-impact plastic. It sells for $125. The 
manufacturer is Globe Electronics, Coun- 
cil Bluffs, Iowa. 


A HANDY ITEM to have around the garage 
is a container of Sure Fire Rust-Kon-Trol 
rust preventative. It is safe to use and 





requires no more caution than other pe- 
troleum solvents. Rust-Kon-Trol is harm- 
less to wood, and compatible with other 
oils and greases. When applied to old 
rusty surfaces, it penetrates the old rust 
quickly and halts further rusting. It is 
easy to use and comes in a convenient 11- 
ounce pressurized container. Information 
can be obtained by writing the Wilco Co., 
4425 Bandini Blvd., Los Angeles 23, Calif. 








BLINKERLITE 


FLASHING or CONSTANT | 
“UTILITY SAFETY LIGHT’! 


for thousands of uses 





= il 
Wim 


NATH D AH UU 


FOR BOATS, BICYCLES, 
TRAILERS, CAMPING, etc. gq 





@ Heavy red styrene lens ppd. 

@ Both suction cup and Add 4% tax in Calif 
clip fasteners : 

@ Complete with 2 heavy duty batteries. 

SATISFACTION GUARANTEED OR MONEY BACK 
UTI-LITE COMPANY 

1510 W. 12TH ST. e LOS ANGELES 15, CALIF. 

Se eeeeeee ee SS Se ee a a ae a ae 


REMOVABLE FIBRE-GLAS TOPS 
FOR ALL SPORTSCARS 


Your sportscar deserves a Plasticon remov- 
able hard top, engineered to enhance the 
lines and individual design of each sportscar, 

while providing ultimate passenger comfort. 




















@ New 1960 design for all sportscars 

®@ Sound absorbing plastic foam headliner 

@ Recessed wrap-around rear window 

@ Ultra-light with maximum strength 

@ Lowest price consistent with quality 
Write for free brochure and price list. 
Watch for Plasticon’s new compact and 


sportscar utility trailer. 
DEALER INQUIRIES INVITED 


PLASTICON INC. 


9721 Klingerman St., El Monte, Calif., MT-12 
Gilbert 4-0519 
America’s largest mfr. of fibre-glass tops 











NOW GéT ALL PLASTIC 
SURFACES REALLY CLEAN 


Don’t buy new plastic windows, side 
curtains, seat covers, etc., unless you 
have tried C.P.C. first. If C.P.C. 
doesn’t clean them, then it’s time to 
shop for new expensive replacements, 
for nothing else works like C.P.C. to 
renew, and clean, all plastic surfaces: 
Non-flammable, anti-static, and safe. 
Results guaranteed. Write for half- 
pint can today—just $2.00 postpaid. 


MAIL TWO DOLLARS, YOUR NAME, ADDRESS TO: 
CERBINI LABS INC., DEPT. T-12 


P.O. Box 243 New Rochelle 7, N.Y. 
Distributors and dealers wanted 























NOW HEAR THIS!!! 


FREE Bulova watches, Transistor radios, Ron- 
son lighters — with purchase of Iskenderian, 
Edelbrock, Mallory, Hedman, Scheifer and 
other popular equipment. Ledbetter Enter- 
prises, 1015 17th, Texarkana 7, Texas. 
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The big difference is FILTER-BLEND 


..and only Winston has it! 


A lot is being said these days about 
flavor in filter cigarettes. But remember 
Winston was the one that put flavor into 
filter smokiug by developing exclusive 
(FILTER-BLEND| -rich, golden tobaccos 
not only specially selected, but also 
specially processed for filter smoking. 
So try Winston! It’s America’s kest- 
selling filter cigarette, because it’s 


~ica's best-tasting filter cigarctte. Also available 


in crush-proof box. 


“ke a cigarette shoulc 













: y ’ + i - _ ‘ 
% i ae - 
: : ek i ‘ 
. J ut . : 
ee A eae Ait 
: i : i Poe * ‘ 
be = : ; : i 
: — 
’ \ 
= 
: 7 oe 
: , . fade | ea : 
. i ot - y 
’ : ea. ’ d 
: x, = 
aa at ay ° ia . ‘ : ; 





